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BA  warns 
strikers  of 
lock-out 


Outcry  over  sentence 


AirNne  demands 
work  promise 


Ssunius  MOne 

and  Luke  Harding 


RXTISH  Airways  wr*  g^g 

was  last  night  JTj 

on  the  brink  of  ^fO 

the  country's  ^ 
most  serious  in- 
dustrial  dispute 
for  a decade  after  the  com- 
pany  announced  it  would 
lock  out  employees  who  took 

action  after  today's  strike.  

Cabin  crew  are  set  to  begin  THE: 

their  first  three-day  stoppage  iA/n0i  iVc 

at  Gam  after  talks  between  BA  ¥vuk*-V2» 

management  and  the  Trans-  FAVOURITE 

port  and  General  Workers’  PirtcFT 

Union  foiled  to  produce  a 1 *'-AC' ' 

breakthrough  in  the  conflict  _ LINE:  J 

over  an  Imposed  pay  and  con-  — ■ — — Js 

dltions  package.  ..  .... 

BA  raised  the  stakes  with  a .. 
threat  to  suspend  strikers  It  IS  tOO  mUCh 
who  refused  to  guarantee  . . , 

they  would  work  nonnally  a Coincidence 
aftertbe  72-hour  walkout.  The  .;  . ...  . . 

company  confirmed  that  it  trl3t,  WltlT  jUSt 

SSSS^tSWi  24  hours  to  go 

ber  of  staff  refusing^  give  before  the  stril 

the  Assurance  would  be  “de-  c+orfc  ru  ir 
rostered”  so  that  the  airline  '=,Lc11  UUi 

sickness  rates 
have  risen  by 

for  three  years  and  would  not  400  D6r  C©nt 
be  considered  for  promotion  “ 

before  2000. 

The  TGWU,  which  is  poised  Uii.a  

to  call  another  three-day  1 aeoueei, 
strike,  said  it  would  stand  by  BA  director 

any  members  locked  out  and  of  nnerations 
denounced  what  it  called  the  m operaoons 

company's  “preference  for  in- 
timidation. rather  than  nego- 
tiation. right  up  to  the  wire”. 

Although  the  company  has 
already  lost  at  least  £15  mil- 
lion in  sales  and  cancellations  tics.  A union  spokesi 

— some  estimates  put  the  accused  the  company  of 
damage  dose  to  nOO  million  timldation”  and  said  he 

— BA  is  hoping  that  bigger-  plored  the  threat  of  a lock 

than-expected  strike  breaking  Mike  Street,  BA’s  dire 
will  sap  the  strikers’  of  operations,  said:  “We  1 
confidence.  always  maintained  thi 


‘it  is  too  much  of 
a coincidence 


before  the  strike 
starts,  our 
sickness  rates 


Mike  Street, 
BA  director 
of  operations 


lkm  in  sales  and  cancellations  tics.  A union  spokesman 

— some  estimates  put  the  accused  the  company  of  “in- 
damage  dose  to  £100  million  timldation”  and  said  he  de- 

— BA  is  hoping  that  bigger-  plored  the  threat  of  a lock-out 

Hum-expected  strike  breaking  Mike  Street,  BA’s  director  , 
will  sap  the  strikers’  of  operations,  said:  “We  have 
confidence.  always  maintained  that  a 

Yesterday  L200  cabin  crew  large  number  of  cabin  crew 
at  Heathrow  and  Gatwick  members  do  not  want  to  go  on 
reported  sick  in  advance  of  strike.  We  know  there  will 


today’s  action,  forcing  31 
flight  cancellations.  The  com- 


undoubtedly  be  genuine  cases 
of  sickness,  but  it  is  too  much 


pany  said  the  absences  of  a coincidence  that  with 
proved  that  workers  did  not  just  24  hours  to  go  before  the 
want  to  take  action.  But  the  strike  starts,  . our  sickness, 
union  maintained  the  staff  rates  have  risen  by  400  per 
were  foiling  sick  In  Increas-  cent” 
tog  numbers  because  of  stress  BA  will  be  using  a combm- 

caused  by  management  toe-  ation  of  members  of  the 


smaller  breakaway  union.  Ca- 
bin Crew  89,  which  signed  the 
cost-cutting  pay  and  condi- 
tions package  imposed  on  the 
majority  of  BA's  stewards  and 
stewardesses,  and  non-union 
and  replacement  staff  to  keep 
as  many  services  flying  as 
possible.  Andy  Webb,  Cabin- 
Crew  89  chairman,  said  yes- 
terday the  deal  was  a good 
one  and  reflected  the  fact  that 
cabin  crew  recruits  had  been 
“too  well  paid”  in  the  past 
The  worst  hit  airport  is  ex- 
pected to  be  Heathrow,  where 
BA  has  cancelled  146  of  its  200 
departures  today,  with  Euro- 
pean flights  worst  affected. 
About  two  thirds  of  Gatwick's 
long-haul  flights  win  also  be 
grounded. 

Despite  the  continuation  of 
desultory  talks  yesterday  the 
company  conceded  that  it  had 
shifted  its  efforts  from  “try- 
ing to  resolve  the  dispute  to 
looking  after  our  customers.” 
who  have  been  promised  al- 
ternative flights  or  a refund. 

BA  is  determined  not  to 
back  down  in  its  confronta- 
tion with  the  TGWU*s  BA 
cabin  crew  branch,  which  the 
company’s  chief  executive. 
Bob  Ayling,  regards  as  an  ob- 
stacle to  attempts  to  restruc- 
ture pay  and  conditions 
throughout  the  business. 

The  imposed  package  is  set 
to  save  £42  million  as  part  ctf 
Mr  Ay  ling’s  £1  billion  cost 
saving  programme  by  2000.  It 
includes  a 19  per  cent  cut  in 
basic  pay  for  recruits  and.  de- 
spite promises  that  no  one 
will  be  worse  off  for  three 
years,  some  cabin  crew  staff 
say  they  are  already  losing 
hundreds  of  pounds  a month. 

The  sensitivity  of  the  clash 
is  heightened  by  Mr  Ayllng’s 
closeness  to  Tony  Blair  and 
other  government  figures, 
who  might  find  it  hard  to 
maintain  their  official  neu- 
trality if  the  dispute  with  the 
Labour-affiliated  TGWU  runs 
out  of  control. 

More  than  20  Labour  MPa 
bad  last  night  signed  a Com- 
mons early  day  motion  back- 
ing cabin  crew  and  calling  on 
the  airline  to  “enter  into  seri- 
ous negotiations”  on  the  Im- 
posed package,  which  Mr  Ayl- 
ing has  said  he  will  not  do. 

The  company  could  find  it- 
self in  greater  difficulty  if  its 
9,000  ground  staff  take  action 
in  a dispute  over  the  sell-off  of 
the  in-house  meals  service. 
Ground  staff  have  already 
voted  to  strike  and  the  result 
of  a ballot  of  catering  workers 
on  BA's  latest  offer  will  be 
known  tonight.  Synchronised 
action  by  cabin  crew  and 
ground  staff  would  make 
todays  disruption  seem  mild. 


Lawrence  Donegan 
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A JUDGE  provoked 
outrage  from 
women's  groups  yes- 
terday when  he  im- 
posed a community  service 
order  on  a man  who  stabbed 
his  wife  to  death  after  she  ad- 
mitted having  an  affair. 

David  Swinburne,  aged  45, 
was  given  200  hours  commu- 
nity service  at  the  High  Court 
in  Edinburgh  after  he  admit- 
ted stabbing  his  wife,  Marga- 
ret, ll  times  during  a row  at 
their  home  in  Blau  tyre,  Lan- 
arkshire, last  year.  The  court 
was  told  that  he  had  attacked 
her  after  she  told  him  she  was 
leaving  him  for  another  man. 

Passing  sentence,  Lord 
Prosser  told  Swinburne  he 
saw  no  public  need  for  him  to 
serve  a Jail  sentence  as  it 
would  only  cause  further 
harm  to  his  three  teenage 
children.  “On  the  other  hand. 
I believe  what  you  did  is 
something  that  calls  for 
atonement  You  will  be  asked 
for  atonement  by  serving  the 
community,”  he  said. 
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Holly  bush  still  growing  strong  after 43,000  years 
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Christopher  Zlnn  In  Sydney 
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THE  oldest  living  plant 
in  the  world  — a self- 
propagating  Tasma- 
nian holly-like  bush  — was 
yesterday  estimated  by  sci- 
entists to  have  been  grow- 
ing for  more  than  43,000 
years. 

A cloned  cutting  of  the 
specimen,  discovered  on 
the  Apple  Island  in  the 
1930s,  has  lived  unnoticed 
for  years  in  a pot  at  the 
Royal  Botanic  Gardens  in 
Hobart. 

The  chief  botanist  at  the 

Tba  King’s  Holly  beats  the  previous  record  by  30,000  years  Tasmanian  parte  and  wild- 
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life  service,  Stephen  Har- 
ris, revealed  that  LomatUx 
tasmanim,  whose  common 
name  is  King’s  Holly,  was 
30,000  years  older  than  the 
previous  contender  for  the 
title,  an  American ( 
huckleberry. 

The  plant  was  discovered 
in  a fragment  of  rain  forest 
in  Tasmania’s  wild  south- 
west more  than  50  years 
ago,  though  its  great  age 
was  not  initially  suspected. 

The  find  is  one  of  the 
most  exciting  since  the 
huge  Wollemi  Pine, 
thought  to  be  extinct,  was 
found  in  canyons  near 
Sydney  in  1995. 
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Tbe  busb.  which  bas 
glossy,  pointed  leaves  and 
resembles  holly,  does  not 
produce  seeds  but  sheds 
“enttings”  which  grow  into 
clones. 

Tbe  plant  appears  to  con- 
sist of  hundreds  of  individ- 
ual shrubs  — genetically 
the  same  plant. 

“When  people  think  of  a 
43,000-year-old  plant  they 
probably  visualise  some- 
thing gnarled  and  twisted, 
this  just  looks  like  an 
undersbrub  in  the  forest.” 
said  Dr  Harris. 

The  plant's  age  was  estab- 
lished by  comparing  it  with 
identical  fossilised  remains 
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on  tbe  forest  floor  which 
had  been  carbon-dated  as 
43,000  years  old.  There  are 
plans  to  reproduce  the 
bushes  for  sale  to  gardeners 
around  the  world. 

But  the  priority  Is  for  bot- 
anists from  the  parks  and 
wildlife  service  and  Tasma- 
nia university  to  conserve 
the  plant's  environment. 

“We've  got  to  be  careful 
we  don’t  expose  it  to  dis- 
ease,” said  Dr  Harris. 

• Paleontologists  in  West- 
ern Australia  have  issued 
the  first  details  of  a 50-mile 
long  “dinosaur  trackway” 
with  thousands  of  fossilised 
footprints. 
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Canon  make 

the  best  budget 

Ihkjet  printer 

| in  the  world. 

personal  Computer  World 

I that  is.  According  to  Personal 
Computer  World,  at  uniter 
i £200  the  Canon 

BJC-240  colour 
i printer  is  the  clear 


9“  770261 “307330 


Canon 


winner  In  the  best 


budget  inkjet  award  for 
1997.  What  more  would 

BJC-240  you  need  to  be 

tempted?  Possibly,  that 
Itfe  currently  being  sold 
with  a free  mono  ink 
cartridge  (rrp  £23  + VAT). 


rou  AND 
CANON  CAN. 


ror  more  information  call 
free  on  0500  246  246l 
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Hair  apparent  in 
strawberry  wig 


Simon  Hoggart 


FOREIGN  Office  ques- 
tions and  a chance  to  see 
Helen  Brinton.  (Lab,  Pe- 
terborough), said  by  some  to 
be  the  incarnation  of  the  Tory 
MP  for  Lichfield — whose 
name  1 am  forsworn,  by  my 
own  edict,  from  men  tinning. 

When  the  Dalai  Lama  dies, 
the  people  or  Tibet  search  for 
someone  who  has  the  same 
strawberry  mark  on  his  akin, 
proof  that  he  is  the  Panchen 
Lama,  or  true  inheritor. 

Mrs  Brinton  appears  to 
have  inherited  the  strawberry 
wig. 

If  the  Wehrmacht  ever 
made  helmets  outofgoldy- 
pinky  nylon  thread,  they 
would  have  looked  like  Mrs 
Brinton’s  hair. 

But  all  the  great  religious 
leaders  bring  their  own  style 
to  the  highest  office,  in  her 
case  Brown-Nose  Pursuivant. 
Her  technique  is  different 
from  the  member  for 
Lichfield. 

Whereas  he  would  turn 
every  question  into  a stream 
of  praise  for  the  then  Conser- 
vative government,  she  listens 
carefully  to  the  minister’s 
reply — then  repeats  it  di- 
rectly back  to  him. 

Yesterday,  for  example,  she 
asked  the  Foreign  Secretary 
what  he  was  doing  to  improve 
human  rights  in  Burma. 

The  Foreign  Secretary  was 
away,  so  his  understrapper 
Derek  Fatchett  answered 
Instead. 

Mr  Fatchett  said  that  he  and 
his  colleagues  took  every  op- 
portunity to  press  the  cause  of 
civil  rights  on  Burma’s  rulers, 
and  had  barred  British  trade 
promotion  in  that  country. 

Mrs  Brinton  rose  and,  her 
voice  trembling  with  fero- 
ciouscertainty,  demanded 
that  the  Government  should 
take  every  opportunity  to 
press  the  cause  of  civil  rights 
on  Burma’s  rulers,  and  assure 
the  House  that  no  taxpayers’ 
money  would  ever  be  used  for 
British  trade  promotion. 

Mrs  Brinton  was  insisting 


picking  and  sweeping  up  in 
blacking  factories. 

It  is  our  view  that  sending 
young  children  up  chimneys 
will  keep  them  off  the  streets, 
off  welfare,  will  give  them 
vital  experience  in  the  world 
of  work,  as  well  as  helping  to 
bring  about  clean  chimneys — 
an  important  factor  in  reduc- 
ing the  emission  of  green- 
house gases. 

Mrs  Brinton:  Will  the  Gov- 
ernment now  pledge  to  find 

work  for  our  young  people  in 
blacking  factories,  at  oakum- 
picking  plants  and  in  blacking 
factories? 

Is  the  Minister  not  aware 
that  these  opportunities  win 
give  tham  invaluable  experi- 
ence of  the  world  of  work,  as 
well  as  fulfilling  one  ofNew 
Labour’s  most  important  cam- 
paign pledges?  And  is  he  not 
aware  that  many  of  these  tra- 
ditional Jobs  win  help  pre- 
serve part  of  our  vanishing 


national  heritage,  as  well  as 
bringing  crucial  ecological 
advantages? 

Footnote:  The  Tory  cads 
have  found  a way  of  coping 
with  Dennis  Skinner.  When 
he  asks  one  of  his  long;  angry 
questions,  they  chant  “Aye" 
in  a broad  northern  accent  in 
mock  agreement 

. . and  the  British  tax- 
payer is  'aving  to  pay  the  costs 
of  German  unification. . .’’ 
shouts  Skinner,  and  the  cads 
go  “Aye,  aye”,  rumbling  away 
in  the  background,  sometimes 
continuing  for  several 
minutes. 


Review 


Amazing  Grace 
stops  the  heart 


Michael  Billington 


Grace  Note 

Old  Vic 


IT’S  NOT  all  ses  and  drugs 
among  the  new  generation 
of  dramatists.  Samuel 
Adamson,  who  made  a strik- 
ing debut  last  year  with 
Clocks  and  Whistles  at  the 
Bush,  follows  it  up  with  an- 
other sensitive,  middle-class 
play  that  would  not  have  been 
out  of  place  in  the  West  End  of 
the  1950s.  It  even  has  a star- 
ring role  for  an  actress  in  her 
prime:  Geraldine  McEwan. 

Adamson  is  here  dealing 
with  the  strange  nature  of 
family  Life  and  the  difficulties 
of  old  age.  Grace  is  a one-time 
ceUo  teacher  and  opera-buff 
who  lives  off  golden  memories 
of  hearing  Joan  Sutherland 
singing  in  the  Sydney  Opera 
House.  But  Grace  is  declining 
into  genteel  senility  and  is  be- 
coming a trial  to  her  three 
grown-up  children. 

Dan  iel.  a gay  barman  and 
failed  piano-teacher,  and  his 
twin,  Jennifer,  a bleak  sour- 
puss  who  works  in  medical 
publishing,  cannot  wait  to  sell 
off  Grace's  musical  relics  and 
pack  her  off  into  a maximum- 
security  old  folk's  home.  Her 
only  support  comes  from  her 
son  Jack,  a spiwy  wheeler- 
dealer  in  trendy  restaurants, 
and  from  Daniel’s  rejected 
wife  Ellie,  who  is  making  it 
big  in  floral  arrangements. 

But  the  focus  is  on  amazing 
Grace:  a touching  portrait  of  a 
woman  who  drifts  in  and  out 
of  lucidity  and  has  an  appetite 
for  the  operatic.  As  someone 
says:  “If  you  stabbed  her. 
she'd  start  singing.” 

Adamson  implies  that 
Grace,  whose  passion  for 


music  exceeds  any  natural  tal- 
ent, is  partly  to  blame  for  the 
failure  of  her  children’s  lives. 
Yet  he  also  shows  that  the 
aged,  for  all  their  flaws,  de- 
mand our  respect  and  love. 

The  play  is  an  odd  hybrid:  a 
mix  of  a west  London  Queen 
Lear  and  old-fashioned  family 
drama.  But  although  he  foils 
to  brings  Grace’s  repellent 
twins  to  life.  Adamson  has  a 
true  understanding  of  the 
quirky  eccentricities  of  the 
old.  also  of  their  ability  to  live 
both  in  the  presen  t and  the 
past.  Feeding  off  her  memo- 
ries ofLa  Stupenda.  Grace 
sees  herself  as  a latterday 
Lucia  dl  Lammermoor. 

Adamson  is  better  at  dia- 
logue than  at  plot,  but  he  cre- 
ates a knockdown  star  role, 
beautifully  inhabited  by 
McEwan.  She  catches  exactly 
Grace's  ability  to  shift  in  a mo- 
ment from  sly  sharpness  to 
befuddled  confusion. 

She  also  conveys  the  quix- 
otic affection  of  the  old:  there 
is  a moment  when  she  looks 
across  at  Daniel’s  young  male 
lover.  Nick,  with  total  tender- 
ness, while  quoting  Lucia's 
“My  sadness  brings  joy”,  that 
stops  the  heart.  After  her  Lady 

Wlshfort  at  the  National  this 
performance  shows  McEwan 
is  at  her  peak. 

The  other  characters  are 
more  fitfully  drawn.  But  in 
Dominic  Dromgoole’s  sympa- 
thetic production,  Neil  Stuke 
makes  his  mark  as  the  good- 
hearted  Jack- th e-lad  and  Mat- 
thew Rhys  is  all  9hy  bewilder- 
ment as  Nick,  the  recipient  of 
Grace’s  love. 

It  may  not  be  a play  that 
pushes  the  frontiers  outwards. 
But  it  confirms  that  Adamson 
has  an  unusual,  quiet  talent. 
This  review  appeared  in  some 
editions  yesterday. 


Inquiry  into  care  homes 


Teresa  Hunter 


BRITAIN’S  17,000  bomes 
for  the  elderly  are  to  be 
investigated  by  the  Office  of 
Fair  Trading  amid  concern 
about  malpractice  in  the  ss 
billion  industry. 

The  investigation,  which 
wQl  examine  how  homes  are 
run.  how  residents'  rights  are 
protected,  and  how  com- 
plaints are  resolved,  will  be 
the  first  in  which  residents 


are  asked  for  their  views.  The 
findings,  due  next  spring, 
could  lead  to  laws  requiring 
homes  to  guarantee  basic 
standards  and  services. 

Launching  the  inquiry  yes- 
terday. the  director  general  of 
the  OFT,  John  Bridgeman, 
said:  "More  than  half  a mil- 
lion people  live  in  care  homes 
and  a further  25,000  places 
will  be  created  over  the  not 
five  years. 

"The  potential  for  detri- 
ment Is  very  high." 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  July  9 199? 


Birt  warns  of  ‘awesome’  upheaval  □ Chairman  guarantees  corporation’s  role  as  public  broadcaster 

Signal  change  at  the  BBC 


that  the  Goverment  do  pre- 
cisely what  the  Government 
had  not  only  just  said  it  was 

doing,  but  had  promised  to 

continue  doing  for  the  fbresea- 
ble  future. 

This  way  she  achieved  a 
double  triumph:  not  only  have 
ministers  pledged  to  conduct 
themselves  in  exact  accor- 
dance with  her  demands,  but 
she  has  established  again  her 
own  unshakeable  loyalty  to 
whatever  it  is  ministers  are 
pledged  to  do  already . 

The  technique  is  endlessly 
flexible: 

Mrs  Helen  Brinton:  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  Edu- 
cation and  Employment  what 
plans  he  has  for  providing  new 
jobs  for  school-leavers. 

The  Minister  We  are  now 
urgently  seeking  work  oppor- 
tunities for  young  people  in 
many  traditional,  and  in  our 
view  unjustly  neglected,  fields 
of  employment — such  as 
/•Tyrnnpy  cleaning,  oakum- 


i Andrew  Cult 
Media  Correspondent 


THE  BBC  foces  its 
biggest  period  of  up- 
heaval since  John 
Birt  arrived  10 
years  ago  with  the 
“awesome”  challenge  of 
adapting  to  the  digital  age. 

Mr  Birt.  who  has  presided 
over  a decade  of  reorganisa- 
tion and  cost-catting,  told  the 
Guardian:  “This  la  the  big 
one  — we  face  a step  change 
in  the  range  of  services  we 
are  offering  and  we  have  got 
to  understand  a range  of  new 
technologies  ‘ 1 
Setting  a target  of  efficiency 
savings  of  20  per  cent  over  the 
next  five  years,  he  warned 
non -creative  jobs  would  be 
axed  but  said  opportunities 
would  Increase  for  pro- 
gramme-makers. 

“It  is  a difficult  period  for 
the  organisation.  There  is  go- 
ing to  be  a lot  of  change  — 1 
have  never  had  such  a sense 
in  the  industry  of  such  con- 
stantly shifting  sands  and  clr- 


‘We  need  to 
build  a massive 
new  digital 
infrastructure 
within  the  BBC 
— our  own 
digital 
motorway’ 

John  Birt  (right) 


cumstances.”  He  said:  "1996- 
97  was  the  first  year  of  our  10- 
year  strategy  for  the  digital 
age.  We  have  established  base 
camp.  We  do  not  underesti- 
mate wbat  lies  ahead:  the 
scale  of  the  task  is  awesome." 
But  the  BBC's  achievements 
in  recent  years,  had  been 
“quite  extraordinary." 

In  the  next  financial  year 


the  BBC  plans  to  Launch  free 
digital  services,  including 
BBC1  and  2 in  widescreen  and 
24-hour  TV  news.  Subscrip- 
tion channels  are  also 
planned. 

Chairman  Sir  Christopher 
Bland,  speaking  at  the  launch 
of  the  BBC’s  annual  report, 
said  it  intended  to  spend  nine 
per  cent  of  its  revenue  on  the 


digital  strategy,  while  in- 
creasing expenditure  on  exist- 
ing networks  by  £500  million 
in  the  next  five  years. 

“Some  fear  the  BBC  may 
lose  sight  of  its  core  purposes 
amid  the  excitement  of  new 
services  and  commercial  ven- 
tures.” Bui  the  BBC  would 
remain  a public  service 
broadcaster. 

Mr  Birt  said  efficiencies 
would  come  from  a review  of 
creative,  administrative, 
technical  and  craft  processes 
in  making  programmes,  from 
new  technology  and  from 

making  mnlti-rfcflled- 

In  BBC  News,  the  Elec- 
tronic News  Production  Sys- 
tem would  allow  journalists 
to  assemble  news  items  in 
digital  form,  ready  for  broad- 
cast, from  their  desktops. 

To  achieve  the  savings,  Mr 
Birt  said:  “We  need  to  build  a 
massive  new  digital  infra- 
structure within  the  BBC  — 
our  own  digital  motorway." 

Staff  employed  in  domestic 
services  dropped  by  L700  to 
18.000  in  1996-97.  BBC 
Resources  reduced  its  staff  by 


a fifth  last  year  and  over 
three  years  has  dropped  from 
li.ooo  to  6300  employees. 

“The  broad  picture  is  one  of 
the  number  of  prognunme- 
makers  going  up.  those  In 
resources  down  and  manag- 
ers down.  The  new  technol- 
ogy will  change  everyone’s 
jobs.  We  will  move  to  a world 
erf  multi-skilling.’' 

Mr  Birt  claimed  there  was  a 
public  demand  for  24-hour  TV 
news,  despite  claims  existing 
BBC  News  budgets  foce  cuts 
of  up  to  30  per  cent 

“CNN  has  established  itself 
as  the  most  prestigious  news 
outlet  because  it  Is  instantly 
available  when  you  switch 
on.  We  cannot  risk  being  in 
the  position  of  people  switch- 
ing to  other  news  outlets  be- 
cause they  are  there  — and 
we  are  not.” 

The  BBC,  which  secured  an 
inflation-proof  five-year 
licence  deal  last  year,  is  plan- 
ning to  ask  for  an  increase  in 
the  fee  for  the  fourth  and  fifth 
years  of  the  settlement. 

MT  Birt  conceded  the  BBC 
foces  an  increasing  risk  of  las  - 


( tag  key  sports  contracts  be- 
cause of  the  .strength  of  rivals' 
chequebooks.  The  BBC  is  to 
press  tu  Whitehall  and  Brus- 
sels for  help  in  safeguarding 
key  national  events  for  free 
services  — a view  shared  by 
National  Heritage  Secretary 

Chris  Smith. 

The  BBC  is  to  press  for  a 
regulatory  regime  for  digital 
services  which  will  prevent 
dominance  by  Rupert  Mur- 
doch’s BSkyB. 

Mr  Birt  said  changes  to  the 
World  Service  had  boon  suc- 
cessful, though  the  merger  of 
the  service’s  programme- 
making  with  the  BBC's  do-, 
mestlc  departments  bad 
caused  heartache. 

• Chris  Smith,  National  Her- 
itage Secretary,  yesterday 
refused  to  be  drawn  into  the 
row  over  Mr  Birt’s  20  percent 
pay  rise.  "It  Is  a matter  for 
the  governors,  not  me”,  he 
told  the  Radio  Festival  in 
Birmingham. 

He  denied  the  BBC  in- 
creases were  similar  to  the 
“fat  cat”  rises  paid  to  Conn- 
lot’s  directors. 


‘False  dawn’  for 
television  drama 


pm* 


Failure. . . Martin  Shaw  and  Frances  Barber  in  Rhodes,  which  the  BBC  called  ‘a  noble  attempt  which  did  not  come  off* 
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! Success. . . Nicholas  Lyndhurst  and  David  Jason  in  Only  Fools  and  Horses.  The  Christmas  trilogy  was  a big  comedy  frit 


THE  BBC  needs  to  im- 
prove the  consistency 
of  its  drama  output 
after  the  failure  of  the 
epics.  Rhodes  and  Nos- 
tromo.  director  general 
John  Birt  has  indicated, 
writes  Andrew  Cuff. 

In  his  review  in  the 
annual  report  of  pro- 
grammes over  the  past  12 
months.  Mr  Birt  said:  “Just 
when  it  was  tempting  to 
forecast  a new  dawn  for 
BBC  drama,  Rhodes  and 
Nostromo  arrived,  both  of 
them  disappointing.” 

Sir  Christopher  Bland 
said  there  would  be  cre- 
ative failures  in  an  organi- 
sation as  Large  as  the  BBC. 
He  conceded  Rhodes  and 
Nostromo — costing  an  esti- 
mated £15  million  — had 
been  “noble  attempts 
which  did  not  come  off1’. 

Mr  Birt’s  critique  of  the 
year’s  output  praised  other 
dramas  including  The  Ten- 
ant of  WildfeU  Hall.  Bally- 
IdssangeL  The  Crow  Road 
and  This  Life. 

He  said  BBC1  had  nar- 
rowed the  gap  in  audience 
share  with  ITV  to  2.5  per 
cent,  down  from  8 per  cent 
in  1993-94,  while  BBC2  was 
1 per  emit  ahead  of  Channel 
4. 

□ Factual:  Mr  Birt  said  it 
was  the  best  year  since  he 
joined  the  BBC  — he 
singled  out  The  System. 
Fermat’s  Last  Theorem  and 
a raft  of  popular  documen- 
taries including  X Cars, 
Airport  and  Children's 
Hospital. 

□ Entertainment:  Comedy 
hits  included  the  Only 
Fools  and  Horses  Christ- 
mas trilogy.  Men  Behaving 


Badly  and  Harry  Enfield 
and  Chums.  Fresher  main- 
stream entertainment  was 
still  needed  for  early  eve- 
ning on  BBC1. 

D Daytime:  Praise  for 
refreshing  new  morning 
shows,  including  Style 
Challenge  and  Can’t  Cook. 
Won't  Cook;  further  atten- 
tion needed  to  Improve 
afternoon  schedules. 

□ News:  Some  success  in 
moving  political  coverage 
away  from  a soundbite  cul- 
ture, with  unprecedented 
scale  of  election  coverage. 

George  AlagLah  and  Alan 
Little  provided  powerful 
coverage  from  Zaire  and 
David  Loyn  was  the  only 
TV  correspondent  to  see  the 
Taliban  seize  power  in 
Kabul. 

O Radio:  Radio  1 estab- 
lished itself  as  the  credible 
station  for  15-24  year-olds 
despite  Chris  Evans's  de- 
parture; Radio  2 captured 
younger  audiences  with 
Steve  Wright  and  Michael 
Parkinson  at  weekends; 
Radio  3 developed  a more 
accessible  tone  with  Morn- 
ing Collection  thriving 
under  Peter  Hobday. 

Changes  introduced 
following  Radio  4*s  long- 
awaited  programme  review 
would  need  to  be  intro- 
duced with  “due  sensitiv- 
ity*’, Mr  Birt  warned.  Radio 
5 Live  was  one  of  the 
‘■media  successes’*  of  the 
1990s  with  5.5  million  lis- 
teners a week. 
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BBC  Annual  Report  from  BBC 
Shop,  21a  Arthur  Street.  Bel- 
Jhsl  BT1  4GA.  £10.  plus  £1.95 
p&p.  internet:  http;/  ■ 
www.bbc.co.uk/irtfo 


Inflation 

interest  rate  rise 


fuels 


Larry  EUtott 

and  Charlotte  Denny 


FEARS  that  rising  price 
pressures  will  prompt 
the  Bank  of  England 
into  a third  increase  in  inter- 
est rates  since  May  drove  the 
pound  ever  nearer  to  the 
3-Deutschmark  level  on  the 
foreign  exchanges  last  night 
Despite  strong  evidence 
that  the  increase  in  the  value 
of  sterling  is  causing  severe 
problems  for  manufacturing, 
the  City  was  last  night  betting 
on  the  Bank  pushing  up  the 
cost  of  borrowing  tomorrow 
to  head  off  a possible  con- 
sumer boom. 

The  pound  ended  the  day 

above  DM297  — its  highest  for 
more  than  five  years  — after 
dearer  seasonal  food  caused 
by  the  rain,  more  expensive 
petrol  and  higher  mortgage 
rates  pushed  the  underlying 
annual  Inflation  rate  above  its 
target  in  Labour’s  Erst  full 
month  in  office. 

The  Government’s  pre- 
ferred measure  of  inflation 

which  excludes  mortgage  in- 
terest payments  — bad  hit  its 
25  per  cent  target  for  the  pre- 
vious two  months,  but  rose  to 
2.7  per  cent  in  June.  Mean- 
while, the  aH-ltems  rate  — 
which  includes  the  cost  of 
home  loans  — increased  from 
2.6  per  cent  to  29  per  cent  the 
highest  for  18  months. 

Some  City  analysts  said  the 
figures  were  better  than  they 
looked.  They  noted  that  the  in- 
crease in  food  was  a one-off 
while  the  monthly  folk-  in  the 
cost  of  household  goods,  cloth- 
ing and  footwear  indicated 
that  there  was  no  higher  con- 
sumer demand  allowing 
retailers  to  mark  up  prices. 

But  with  file  Government 
facing  its  first  real  economic 
test  in  the  two  mouths  since  it 
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handed  control  of  interest 
rates  to  the  bank,  opposition 
parties  were  quick  to  exploit 
the  interest-rate  dilemma 
faced  by  the  authorities. 

Kenneth  Clarke,  the  former 
chancellor,  warned  that  the 
strength  of  the  pound  was  the 
main  threat  to  Britain’s  eco- 
nomic well-being.  "Gordon 
[Brown]  has  acted  in  such  a 
way  since  he  took  over  that 
he  is  bound  to  slow  down  the 
economy.  He  is  doing  damage 
to  manufacturing,  to  export- 
ing and  to  jobs  that  depend  on 
that  part  of  the  economy.”  he 
said. 

Malcolm  Bruce,  the  Liberal 
Democrat  Treasury  spokes- 
man, said  the  rise  in  Inflation 
was  “very  disappointing”, 
adding:  "The  combination  of 
a muddled  Budget,  which  did 
little  to  slow  down  the  con- 
sumer boom  in  spite  of  boasts 
to  the  contrary,  and  these  bad 
inflation  figures  now  seems 
certain  to  force  the  Rank  of 
England  to  pnt  up  interest 
rates  by  025  per  cent  or  09 
per  cent  this  Thursday.” . 

David  Hlllier,  of  the  securi- 
ties firm  BZW,  said  there  had 
been  good  reason  for  the 


Bank  to  delay  the  next  rate 
Increase  until  August  in 
order  to  assess  the  impact  of 
the  windfalls  to  consumers 
from  notation  erf  the  building 
societies. 

“But  there’s  no  getting 
away  from  these  disappoint- 
ing numbers,”  he  said.  "They 
suggest  the  Monetary  Policy 
Committee,  concerned  only 
with  hitting  the  inflation  tar- 
get, rather  then  the  plight  of 
the  manufacturing  sector, 
will  raise  rates  again”. 

Following  news  on  Monday 
of  a big  drop  in  factory  output 
in  May,  engineering  employ- 
ers warned  yesterday  that  the 
outlook  for  growth  and  jobs  in 
the  sector  depended  crucially 
on  how  the  pound  performed. 

The  Engineering  Employ- 
ers Federation  said  its  latest 
survey  showed  that  the  indus- 
try was  losing  export  orders 
as  British  goods  become  more 
expensive  overseas. 

Ten  per  cent  more  firms 
reported  a drop  In  export 
orders  than  reported  growth 
— the  weakest  balance  since 
the  survey  began  three  years 
ago.  Output  growth  over  the 
three  months  to  June  slack- 
ened sharply-  More  firms 
than  not  expected  output  to 
rise,  but  the  margin  was  only 
11  per  cent  half  the  level  in 
the  previous  quarter. 

Alan  Armitage.  the  federa- 
tion's head  of  economics, 
warned  that  cheaper  Euro- 
pean imports  were  starting  to 
threaten  the  domestic  mar- 
ket. Employment  growth  in 
the  sector  had  halted  and  in- 
vestment plans  were  stag- 
nant The  only  region  to  buck 
the  trend  was  the  East  Mid- 
lands, where  the  picture  for 
jobs  and  investment  was 
more  buoyant  . than 
elsewhere. 
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Close  encounters  in  New  Mexico 


Nato  opens 
doors  to 
Eastern  trio 


Ian  Black  in  Madrid 


faithful 
come  out 
to  pray 


Ed  Vulliamy  goes  out  of  this  world  to 
the  conspiracy  theorist’s  mecca 


A Roswell  police  officer  encounters  a friendly  life-form  at  the  week-lone  UFO  Encounter  Festival  while,  above,  a 
contestant  shows  off  the  mask  he  hopes  will  win  him  the  alien  costume  contest  photographs.-  j.  david  ake 


Trumpeting  a new 
era  for  European  se- 
curity and  ignoring 
rumbling  opposition 
from  Russia.  Nato  yesterday 
invited  Poland,  Hungary  and 
the  Czech  Republic  to  join  the 
alliance,  and  left  the  door 
open  for  more  ex-communist 
countries  to  follow. 

Reflecting  bitter  internal 
divisions  at  the  Madrid  sum- 
mit over  the  scope  and  pace  of 
enlargement  Javier  Solana, 
secretary -general  of  the  16- 
member  alliance,  named  Slo- 
venia and  Romania  as  prime 
candidates  for  future  mem- 
bership but  set  no  date.  And 
he  risked  Moscow's  Airy  by 
««iiinE  the  three  Baltic  repub- 
lics “aspiring  members”. 

President  BID  Clinton,  who 
put  the  full  weight  of  the 
United  States  behind  a strict 
three-nation  limit  to  enlarge- 
ment, described  Nato's  deci- 
sion as  a “giant  stride”. 

The  three  will  become  full 
members  by  1999,  Nato's  50th 
anniversary,  when  member- 
ship will  be  reviewed  again. 

The  Prime  Minister,  Tony 
Blair,  who  strongly  backed 
the  US  position,  said:  “Nato  Is 
a military  alliance,  not  a po- 
litical club.  What  Is  impor- 
tant is  to  go  at  the  right  pace, 
realising  the  magnitude  of  the 
steps  we  are  already  taking 
by  taking  three  countries  in.” 

Long  expected  in  Warsaw. 
Budapest  and  Prague,  the 
summit  decision  is  a contro- 
versial one.  Concerns  remain 
over  the  military  effective- 
ness of  the  newcomers,  the 
cost  to  them  and  existing 
members,  ratification  prob- 
lems in  the  US  Senate,  and 
Russian  sensitivities. 

Moscow  immediately  con- 
demned the  move,  despite  a 
special  charter  it  signed  with 
Nato  in  May.  “We  still  con- 
sider expansion  the  biggest 
mistake  in  Europe  since  the 
second  world  war,"  com- 
plained the  foreign  minister, 
Yevgeny  Primakov. 

As  if  to  remind  Nato  that 
Russia  is  still  a force  to  be 


reckoned  with,  it  successfully 
carried  out  its  fourth  test  fir- 
ing of  a Topol-M  (Poplar)  in- 
tercontinental ballistic  mis- 
sile yesterday. 

President  Jacques  Chirac  of 
France,  thwarted  in  his  bid  to 
gain  immediate  membership 
for  Romania,  signalled  a con- 
tinuing struggle  to  European- 
ise Nato  by  calling  for  the 
‘'rebalancing”  of  responsibil- 
ities across  the  Atlantic. 

“Since  tbe  reasons  behind 
the  creation  of  the  alliance 
have  largely  disappeared,  our 
alliance  would  not  durably 
survive  with  an  unbalanced 
Euro- American  relationship, 
both  in  the  sharing  of  power 
in  the  military  structure  and 
in  the  political  decision-mak- 
ing process."  he  said. 

Yet  Mr  Clinton  rejected  Mr 
Chirac’s  key  demand  that 
Washington  hand  over  Nato’s 
Naples-based  southern  com- 
mand to  a European.  Failure 
to  reach  an  agreonent  on  the 
issue  has  prevented  France's 
return  to  the  alliance's  mili- 
tary command. 

Looking  beyond  security 
architecture,  the  summlteers 
expressed  concern  about  the 
situation  in  the  Bosnian  Serb 
republic.  But  they  showed  no 
readiness  to  bring  to  trial  Ra- 
dovan Karadzic,  accused  of 
war  crimes  and  currently 
challenging  President  BUjana 
Plavsic.  Without  mentioning 
him  by  name,  Nato  warned: 
“We  will  not  tolerate  any 
recourse  to  force  or  violence.” 
Officials  refused  to  answer 
questions  about  snatch 
squads  being  sent  in  to  cap- 
ture Mr  Karadzic  and  others. 

On  a separate  Issue,  Britain 
caused  ripples  by  signalling 
that  it  was  ready  to  block 
Spanish  membership  of  the 
Nato  command  unless  Madrid 
backed  down  over  its  long- 
standing refusal  to  allow  mili- 
tary flights  into  Gibraltar  to 
use  Spanish  airspace. 

Epoch-making  diplomacy 
continues  today  when  Nato 
signs  a special  charter  with 
Ukraine,  too  close  to  Russia 
to  ever  be  allowed  to  join. 
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JUST  write 
'one'  where  it 
asks  bow 
many  in  your 
party.” 
beamed  Ruth  Moeller  at  the 
registrat  ion  desk  of  .the  Inter- 
• national  UFO  Museum 
Resrarch  Centre.  “Unless  of 
course  there's  someone  with 
yourtfiat  I can't  see." 

There  was  nothing  illogical 
about  such  a remark  in  Ros- 
well. New  Mexico.  For  the 
past  few  days  the  streets  of 
this  scrappy  town  on  a high, 
arid  desert  plain  have  been 
filled  with  processions  of  sil- 
ver beings  waving  spidery 
fingers  at  passers-by  dad  in 
Twas  abducted"  T-shirts  and 
hats  with  radar  antennae.  , 
Motels  promised  "earth 
lings,  welcome".  The  packed 
car  paries  still  had  room  for 
**UFQ  parking". 

Roswell  is  the  high  temple 
of  the  swelling  number  of 
UFO  freaks  in  America  and 
worldwide,  and  this  week 
they  made  their  pilgrimage. 
Among  those  joining  the- 
throng  were  Roswell's  most 
femous  daughter,  actress 
Demi  Moore,  and  James  Car- 
. YJU&ibe  tough,  smiling  giant 
credited  with  masterminding 
tbe  PR  campaign  that  won 
Bill  Clinton  the  1992  election. 

According  to  the  office  of 
Roswell's  mayor,  Tom  Jen- 
nings (who  has  three  silver 
alien  dolls  slouching  in  his 
armchairs),  some  50,000 
people  have  attended  the  ex- 
haustive week-long  UFO  En- 
counter 97  Festival,  staged  to 
marked  the  anniversary  of 
what  happened  here  half  a 
century  ago. 

- Somethin*!  crashed  to  earth 
near  Roswell  on  Indepen- 
dence Day  19-17.  but  Just  what 
depends  on  who  you  are.  If 
you  are  the  US  air  force,  or 
what  is  termed  around  here  a 
non-believpr.  il  was  a weather 
baBoon,  and  the  little  grey 
people  seen  bring  taken  from 
the  doomed  craft  were  — as 
th<  ah’  force  told  the  world 
only  lost  week  — crash-test 
dummies  for  high-altitude 
parachute  research. 


But  if  you  are  Gayle  Robert- 
son from  Iowa  City  Road,  or 
any  of  tbe  other  believers 
packing  the  town,  then  it  was 
a UFO,  and  the  little  grey 
people  were  ...  well,  little 
grey  people  from  some  other 
heaven,  end  what  has  hap- 
pened subsequently  has  been 
a cover-up  of  that  feet 
"Being  here  is  the  most  ex- 
citing thing  that’s  ever  hap1 
pened  to  me,”  confided  Mrs 
Robertson,  her  husband  lift- 
ing an  eyebrow.  ‘T  have  seen 
lights  in  the  sky  myself;  com- 
ing down  from  Minnesota, 


and.  like,  waiting  until  I had 
seen  them  before  they  moved 
on.  ITs  so  beautiful  to  be  with 
thousands  of  other  . people 
who  have  had  the  same  expe- 
rience and  don’t  think  you’re 
some  kind  of  kook." 

' The=  Robertsons  were 
among  tbe  400  believers  who 
went  lip  1o  one  of  the  three 
rival  “crash^  sites”  for  a me- 
morial service  in  memory  of 
the  little  grey  people  whose 
corpses  were,  as  the  story 
goes,  removed  by  tbe  air  force 
and  hidden. 

It  was  an  elegant  affeir.  On 


Miller  "Hub”  Corn's  ranch 
($15  a trip  to  see  the  site,  on  a 
chartered  yellow  school  bus), 
somewhere  between  nowhere 
and  nowhere  and  a lot  of 
cacti,  five  Tagima  Pueblo  In- 
dian dancers  performed  a buf- 
felo  dance  to1  call  spirits  to  the 
Bite  while  drummers 
drummed  and  chanted  sounds 
that  feu  as  old  as  the  desert 
itself.  Then,  during  the  silent 
prayer,  someone  giggled. 

Mrs  Robertson  was  furious. 
“I  think  that's  terrible,"  she 
said.  "Five  little  aliens 
crashed  to  their  deaths  right 


there.  People  should  show 
some  respect” 

Dedicating  the  scrap  of  land 
as  a universal  sacred  site,  Mr 
Corn  confided:  "My  main 
worry  is  that  someone’s  going 
,to  run  oyer  one  of  my  sheep! 

The  terrain  around  the  site 
has.  been  overrun  by  glory 
hounds  scanning  the  parched 
badlands  with  metal  detectors 
for-any  trace  of  UFO  debris 
which  might  have  escaped  the 
"cover-up". 

Jurgen  Anderssen  had 
brought  his  gear  all  the  way 
from  Copenhagen  in  order  to 


Russell  Seifert  of  Los  Angeles  with  two  Cake  alien  bodies,  an  example  of  the  weird  wares  on  offer  photograph:  susan  stern® 


spend  a few  days  perspiring 
copiously  in  40C.  “Yes,  all 
that  way!”  be  enthused,  lift- 
ing off  his  headphones.  "And 
Tm  going  to  stay  here  for  a 
week  or  two  before  going  up 
to  Area  51  to  see  what  I can 
find  there!” 

Area  51  is  the  air  force  site 
deep  in  the  Nevada  Desert  to 
which  parts  of  the  UFO  and 
Its  crew  were  supposedly 
taken  and  experimented 
upon.  The  Pentagon  denies 
the  existence  of  the  base,  fuel- 
ling the  believers’  zeal. 

But  the  core  of  the  festival 
was  the  series  of  seminars 
and  debates  packed  by  the 
faithfni,  churning  over  ftie  ar- 
guments fired  into  a frenzy  on 
Friday  by  the  news  that  Uni- 
versity of  California  scien- 
tists have  analysed  fragments 
supposedly  from  the  crash 
site  — and  found  them  to  be 
isotopically  incompatible 
with  any  earthly  compound. 

The  high  point,  however, 
was  the  alien  costume  con- 
test, conducted  with  all  the 
deadly  earnest  of  a Milan  cat- 
walk  show.  Contestants  and 
prizes  were  divided  into  cate- 
gories — scariest  cutest  and 
most  likely  to  crash. 

The  winners  were  pre- 
sented with  $50  cheques  while 
losers  were  consoled  with 
Milky  Way  bars.  John  and 
Rende  Douglas  from  Texas 
waltzed  down  the  plank  in 
cowboy  gear  supplemented 
with  latex  feces  and  huge, 
lnsect-like  eyes.  But  the 
favourite  was  Morianna,  a 
shapely  alien  belly  dancer 
painted  silver. 

5be/it  wore  only  a silvery 
lacy  bra  and  a micro  skirt  hut 
failed  to  win.  "That  ain’t  no 
costume.”  complained  one  of 
the  judges. 

Indeed,  this  is  God’s 
country  as  well  as  the  UFO 
mecca.  as  one  prefab  church 
defiantly  proclaimed.  The 
sign  outside  the  motel  next 
door  read:  "Allens  crashed 
here  in  1947.  Now  it’s  your 
turn.”  The  sign  outside  the 
church  proclaimed,  however: 
"Jesus  Christ  was  the  only 
heavenly  body  God  sent 

crashing  down  to  earth.” 


Crisis  talks  on 
Ulster  parades 


David  Shamwk 
and  Stuart  KBlar 


CRISIS  talks  to  avert  fur- 
ther violence  during 
Orange  parades  this 
weekend  were  called  last 
night  as  nationalists  said  they 
would  boycott  the  Northern 
Ireland  Secretary,  Mo  Mow- 
lam, over  her  part  in  last  Sun- 
day's Drumcree  march. 

The  flashpoints  are  London- 
derry, where  the  Orange 
Order  plans  to  stage  its  first 
county  rally  in  the  city  for 
five  years,  and  the  lower  Or- 
meau  Road  in  south  Belfast, 
where  residents'  spokesman 
Gerard  Rice  yesterday 
rejected  an  invitation  from  Dr 
Mowlam  to  meet  her. 

Dr  Mowlam  last  night  or- 
dered an  inquiry  into  the 
leaking  of  tbe  secret  docu- 
ment on  the  Portadown  pa- 
rade, which  said  the  Orange 
march  down  the  nationalist 
Garvaghy  Road  was  the  "least 
worst  option." 

Catholic  residents  of  the 
Ormeau  Road  will  meet  Irish 
government  ministers  today. 

Foreign  minister  Ray 
Burke,  who  yesterday  left  Dr 
Mowlam  “under  no  illusions'' 
about  Dublin's  frustration 
and  dismay  at  the  Portadown 
decision,  said  he  would  see 
the  Ormeau  residents  in 
Dublin. 

The  republican  INLA  para- 
military splinter  group  yes- 
terday warned  of  violence  if 
any  farther  loyalist  parades 
are  forced  through  nationalist 
areas. 

Tension  remained  high  last 
night,  with  another  train 
burnt  out  by  the  ERA  and 
many  nationalist  areas 

turned  into  virtual  no-go 
zones. 

Sinn  Fein  is  orchestrating 


militancy  in  the  run-up  to 
this  weekend’s  parades,  tbe 
nationalist  Belfast  dally  Irish 
News  claimed  yesterday, 
heightening  the  prospect  for 
unrest 

Party  supporters  will  block 
motorways  and  occupy  build- 
ings in  an  attempt  to  wreak 
the  same  level  of  loyalist  dis- 
ruption that  last  year  forced 
the  KUC  to  allow  Portadown 
Orangemen  to  inarch  down 
the  Garvaghy  Road. 

The  Irish  News  said  Sinn 
Fein’s  leader  on  Belfast  coun- 
cil, Alex  Maskey,  had  asked 
for  suggestions,  "particularly 
from  young  people  about  how 
they  could  have  a more  mili- 
tant campaign  against  the 
British  government”. 

Londonderry’s  SDLP  mayor 
Martin  Bradley  will  hold  cri- 
sis talks  tomorrow  in  an  at- 
tempt to  avert  confrontation 
on  Saturday. 

Politicians,  church  leaders 
and  residents'  groups  have 
been  invited. 

Democratic  Unionist  Wil- 
liam Hay  said:  'This  is  the 
one  march  that  is  easily  de- 
fended because  it  happens 
only  once  every  five  years 
and  the  parade  would  be  in 
the  city  centre  for  only  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour.” 

Orangemen  insist  they  will 
march  down  the  lower  part  of 
Belfast's  Ormeau  Road  on 
their  way  to  the  main  July  12 
parade. 

Dr  Mowlam  said  no  deci- 
sion had  been  made,  and  she 
was  still  seeking  an 
agreement. 

If  that  was  unsuccessful,  it 
would  again  fell  to  the  chief 
constable  to  make  a decision 
on  public  safety  grounds. 

The  Sinn  Fein  president 
Gerry  Adams  accused  Dr 
Mowlam  of  having  felled  her 
first  real  test 
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Anti-sleaze  crackdown  proposes  jail  and  fines  for  abuse  of  public  office,  from  cabinet  to  town  hall 


Nolan  plans  catch-all  law  wins  ran 


Jamas  Mettle , Community 
Affairs  Editor 


Surcharged  councils 


THE  crusade  against 

sleaze  intensified 

yesterday  as  Lord 
Nolan's  committee 
on  standards  recom- 
mended that  public  servants 
from  ministers  down  should 
be  jailed,  fined  or  disqualified 
for  misusing  their  office. 

The  committee  proposes  a 
new  criminal  offence  to  cover 
abuses  such  as  wilful  miscon- 
duct or  unlawful  spending  by 
officials  and  elected  members 
in  central  and  local  govern- 
ment, the  police,  magistrates 
and  judiciary  and  other. pub- 
lic bodies. 

It  also  asked  whether  ser- 
vants on  university  and  fur- 
ther education  college  bodies, 
training  and  enterprise  coun- 
cils and  bousing  associations 
— should  not  also  be  liable. 

It  recommends  that  powers 
should  be  introduced  to  regu- 
late the  conduct  of  council- 
lors. including  suspension  for 
up  to  three  months  for  minor 
wrongdoing,  such  as  bullying 
of  officers  or  persistent  leak- 
ing of  confidential 
Information. 

The  report  was  welcomed 


Poplar,  London 
In  the  1920s,  Labour 
councillors  were 
surcharged  for  illegal 
expenditure  on  socialist 
welfare  policies. 


Liverpool 
Also  in  1985, 47  city 
councillors  faced  a 
surcharge  of  £40,000  each 
for  delaying  their  rates. 


council  rents  and 
increasing  rates  instead. 


Clay  Cross,  Derbyshire 
In  1972  the  council  Illegally 
refused  to  increase  its  house 
rents  by  £1.  Eleven  Labour 
councillors  were 
surcharged  £6.985. 


Craigavon,  N Ireland 
In  1988, 18  Unionist 
councillors  were 
surcharged  a total  of 
£225,719  for  failing  to 
provide  land  to  a Catholic 
sports  organisation. 


London  borough  of  Camden 
In  1989,  councillors  were 
found  guilty  by  the  district 
auditor  of  illegally  delaying 
setting  a rate  In  1985,  but 
were  not  surcharged. 


Lambeth 

In  1985, 31  Labour  coun- 
cillors who  did  not  set  a rate 
until  July  were  surcharged  a 
total  Of  £126.947. 


Stirling  district  council 
In  1988, 10  Labour 
councillors  were 
surcharged  a total  of  £7,188 
after  refusing  to  raise 


Westminster  council 
In  1996,  three  councillors 
and  three  officers  were 
found  guilty  of  wilfbl 
misconduct  and  surcharged 
a total  of  £31.7  million  after 
an  inquiry  into 
gerrymandering. 

Maryvonne  GreUier 


by  Tony  Blair,  who  said  it 
was  “time  to  make  a new 
start  on  the  ethical  frame- 
work In  local  government”. 

The  offence  of  “misuse  of 
public  office"  would  replace 
the  current,  Victorian  system 
of  surcharging  councillors 
and  officials. 

Lord  Nolan  wrote  to  the 
Prime  Minister:  “Despite 
instances  of  corruption  and 
misbehaviour,  the  vast  major- 
ity of  councillors  and  officers 


observe  high  standards  of 
conduct.  The  number  of 
people  who  have  used  their 
position  in  local  government 
for  their  own  ends  is  small. 

“But  a lack  of  clarity  about 
standards  of  conduct  can  eas- 
ily lead  to  wrongdoing,"  he 
wrote. 

The  committee  wants  its 
proposals  to  tit  into  a three- 
part  programme;  the  Home 
Secretary,  Jack  Straw,  has 
recommended  a new  offence 


of  corruption  For  public  ser- 
vants, with  a maximum  pen- 
alty of  seven  years  imprison- 
ment, and  a select  committee 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
is  Investigating  measures 
against  bribery. 

Lord  Nolan  was  careful  yes- 
terday not  to  comment  on 
possible  penalties  for  the  dis- 
graced former  ministers  Neil 
Hamilton  and  Tim  Smith,  and 
other  i former  MPs  criticised 
by  Sir  Gordon  Downey,  the 


Parliamentary  Commissioner 
for  Standards.  At  present,  for- 
mer MPs  cannot  be  punished 
by  the  Commons  for  their  be- 
haviour while  in  office. 

Lord  Nolan's  committee 
seems  to  believe  this  matter 
should  be  left  to  the  new  Com- 
mittee of  Standards  and 
Privileges. 

Other  proposals  published 
yesterday  Included  creating 
standards  committees  on 
each  local  authority,  to  moni- 
tor behaviour  and  exercise 
disciplinary  powers;  greater 
transparency  over  planning 
decisions,  especially  where 
councillors  were  giving  their 
own  authority  planning  per- 
mission; and  a new  structure 
for  whistle-blowing. 

The  Local  Government 
Association  welcomed  the 
overall  "clean  bill  of  health” 
the  report  had  given,  but 
added  “there  is  always  room 
for  improvement”. 

Doncaster  council,  in  South 
Yorkshire,  is  undergoing  a cor- 
ruption inquiry  over  alleged 
planning  fraud  and  Lord 
Nolan  and  other  committee 
members  conceded  these  was 
I more  public  suspicion  over 
standards  In  local  government 
than  in  other  areas.  “But  justi- 
, fication  for  it  is  much  harder 
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Nelson  Mandela  with  his  companion  Graca  Michel  — widow  of  former  Mozambican  president  Samara  Machel — in  London  yesterday 
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Smiling  Mandela  dodges  questions  on  marriage 


Kamal  Ahmed  and  Laura  Peek  report 
on  the  South  African  President’s 
low-key  arrival  in  London  yesterday 


CHARLES  and  Camilla 
could  learn  a few  les- 
sons. Nelson  Mandela 
arrived  In  London  yesterday 
with  his  new  partner.  Graca 
Machel.  in  close  and  smiling 
attendance. 

Though  he  was  coy  about 
questions  of  marriage.  Mr 
Mandela's  smile  revealed  a 


man  at  ease  with  inquiries 
about  romance. 

This  is  only  Mrs  Macbel’s 
second  official  trip  witb  him: 
earlier  this  year  the  couple 
travelled  to  south-east  Asia. 

“Those  are  questions  one 
doesn't  discuss  in  public/*  Mr 
Mandela  said,  responding  to 
inquiries  about  future  mar- 
riage plans.  Asked  to  intro- 


duce Mrs  Machel,  he  said:  “I  ( 
don’t  think  I've  got  the  status 
to  do  that" 

Mrs  Machel,  the  widow  of 
the  Mozambique  president 1 
Samora  Machel,  rested  her  ' 
bead  on  Mr  Mandela's 
shoulder  and  beld  bis  band  as 
he  escorted  her  into  the  Dor- 
chester Hotel  overlooking 
Hyde  Park. 

“She  is  with  him  as  an  offi- 
cial companion,”  a spokes- 
woman for  the  South  African 
High  Commission  said. 

“They  will  be  together 
throughout  the  visit” 

Yesterday's  low-key  arrival 


marked  a change  from  his 
visit  last  year,  which  brought 
huge  crowds  to  the  streets. 
After  a short  appointment 
with  the  Secretary  General  of 
the.  Commonwealth,  Chief 
Emeka  Anyaoku,  the  couple 
went  to  Buckingham  Palace 
to  meet  the  Queen  for  tea. 

At  the  palace  a small,  crowd 
of  South  Africans  who  had 
braved  the  torrential  rain  to 
see  their  president  waved  and  i 
called  out.  “It’s  always  so  ex- 
citing seeing  Mr  Mandela  — 
for  us  he  is  a God,  he’s 
changed  everything,”  said 
Claire  De  Jong,  an  artist  from 


Cape  Town.  The  more  usual 
Mandela  bandwagon  will  hit 
the  trail  later  this  week  when 
the  couple  travel  to  Colches- 
ter, Essex,  where  Mrs  Machel' 
w£U  be  awarded  an  honorary 
degree  from  the  University  of 
Essex. 

On  Friday  Mr  Mandela  will 
be  awarded  the  freedom  of 
Oxford. 

The  president  will  also 
have  a private  meeting  with 
Tony  Blair  in  Downing  Street. 

Mrs  Machel  met  Mb'  Man- 
dela after  his  release  from 
prison.  She  asked  him  to  be- 
come godfather  to  her  chil- 


dren, and  soon  after  Mr  Man- 
dela’s divorce  from  Winnie, 
was  seen  stepping  out  with 
him  in  Paris  and 
Johannesburg. 

Mrs  Machel,  a goodwill  am- 
bassador for  Uhicef  and  chair- 
woman  of  the  National 
Organisation  of  Children  in 
Mozambique,  was  involved  in 
the  liberation  struggle  in  her 
home  country  for  most  of  her 
life. 

Her  husband  was  killed  in  a 
suspicious  air  crash  10  years 
ago,  which  has  been  linked  to 
the  then  apartheid  regime  In 
South  Africa. 


Police  in  abuse  case 
appeal  for  victims 


Simon  faces  shares  inquiry 


Rebecca  Strothers 
PoDtfcal. Correspondent 


David  Ward 


Detectives  in  south 

Wales  want  to  trace  up 
to  800  former  residents 
of  five  children's  homes, 
following  allegations  of  sex- 
ual and  physical  abuse  dating  I 
back  more  than  20  years.  I 
The  police  appeal  made  yes-  j 
terday  Is  part  of  a new  in- 
quiry arising  from  investiga- 
tions into  abuse  at  the  former 
Taff  Vale  home  in  Cardiff 
which  began  last  year. 

Seven  men  in  their  30s  and 
40s,  who  heard  of  the  Taff1 

Vale  Inquiry  but  had  no  con- 
nection with  the  home,  made 
allegations  about  staff  at  the 
five  other  homes,  four  of  them 
run  by  local  councils  and  one 
by  the  charity  NCH  Action 
For  Children. 

Chief  Superintendent  Phil 
Jones,  head  of  South  Wales 
CCD.  said:  "We  appeal  to  all 
children  who  may  have  been 
abused  at  the  homes  to  come 
forward.  These  children  will 
now  be  in  the  age  group  of  16  | 


to  42.  They  may  well  still  be 
suffering  traumas  but  we 
would  like  them  to  stand  up 
and  be  counted. 

“We  know  that  some  will 
want  to  put  the  pieces  of  their 
previous  life  behind  them. 
But  we  are  giving  them  the 
opportunity  to  come  forward 
now.  We  want  them  to  help 
us." 

Mr  Jones  praised  the  seven 
men  who  had  already  spoken 
up.  claiming  it  had  taken  "a 
lot  of  guts"  for  them  to  make 
contact.  He  also  appealed  to 
former  staff  at  the  five  homes 
to'  come  forward  witb 
information. 

The  seven  complainants 
had  named  fewer  than  a 
dozen  men,  none  of  whom 
was  now  thought  to  have  any 
regular  contact  with  children. 

The  open-ended  style  of  the 
South  Wales  Inquiry,  to 
which  SO  officers  have  been 
committed,  is  similar  to  that 
adopted  by  Cheshire  police  in 
their  four-year  investigation 
of  abuse  at  homes  across  the 
county  attended  by  more  than 


3,000  children.  Eleven  men, 
including  one  found  guilty 
yesterday  of  five  charges  of 
indecent  assault  have  now 
been  convicted  of  offences  go- 
ing back  30  years  following 
the  Cheshire  investigations. 

As  in  Cheshire,  police  in 
South  Wales  will  liaise 
closely  with  social  workers. 
They  have  also  set  up  a help- 
line and  will  write  to  all  the 
former  residents  they  can 
trace. 

The  five  schools  named  by 
South  Wales  police  yesterday 
are:  Headlands  School,  Pen- 
arth,  an  assessment  centre 
managed  by  NCH  Action  for 
Children:  Glamorgan  Farm 
School,  Neath,  which  closed 
in  July  1986;  Bryn-y-Don, 
Dinas  Powys,  Cardiff,  an  ap- 
proved school  closed  in  1980; 
Sully  Assessment  Centre, 
South  Glamorgan,  a remand 
home  which  dosed  in  June 
this  year  for  refurbishment; 
Crosslands  Children's  Home. 
Cardiff,  a residential  home 
for  children  aged  10-16  which 
is  still  open. 


SIR  Robin  Butler,  the  Cab- 
inet Secretary  and  head 
of  the  Civil  Service,  is  set 
to  launch  an  investigation  into 
a possible  conflict  of  interest 
caused  by  the  failure  by  Lord 
Simon,  the  minister  for  trade 
and  competitiveness  in 
Europe,  to  declare  £2J5  mil- 
lion worth  of  BP  shares. 

Cabinet  Office  sources  indi- 
cated last  night  that  Sir  Robin 
was  likely  to  take  the  matter 
very  seriously,  after  receiv- 
ing a request  for  an  inquiry 
from  Dr  Julian  Lewis,  Con- 
servative MP  for  New  Forest 
East.  Dr  Lewis  was  one  of  a 
group  of  29  Conservative  MPS 


who  signed  a Commons  mo- 
tion demanding  the  resigna- 
tion of  Lord  Simon,  the  ex-BP 
chairman  recruited  to  the 
Government  by  Tony  Blair. 

They  believe  he  is  compro- 
mised by  a potential  conflict 
of  interest  because  he  has 
retained  shares  in  the  off 
company.  The  House  of  Lords 
has  confirmed  that  the  peer 
foiled  to  record  the  holding  in 
the  Register  of  Lords’ 
Interests. 

The  motion  said  the  Depart- 
ment of  Trade  and  Industry's 
assurance  that  Lord  Simon's 
shares  did  not  represent  a 
conflict  of  interest  was  “un- 
convincing” and  urged  the 
minister  to  resign. 

Yesterday  the  DTI  shrugged 
off  the  demands,  Insisting 


Lord  Simon  had  not  broken 
any  rules  over  registering 
interests. 

But  the  answers  to  a series 
of  parliamentary  questions 
tabled  by  shadow  trade  and 
industry  secretary  John  Red- 
wood and  due  for  answer  over 
the  next  few  days  could  em- 
barrass the  Government. 

Mr  Redwood  has  asked  the 
Chancellor  to  tell  hfrrt  what 
representations  the  Treasury 
received  from  BP  prior  to  the 
Budget,  and  what  Budget  dis- 
cussions Lord  Simon  has 
been  involved  in.  He  also 
wants  to  know  why  Margaret 
Beckett,  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trade,  claimed  in  a 
written  answer  last  week  that 
she  did  “not  know  the  details 
of  the  issues”. 


Wembley  admits  being  behind  schedule 


Peter  Hetherittgton 


kOUBTS  about  the  devel- 
opment of  the  national 


yesterday  that  the  2210  mil- 
lion project  is  already  foiling 
wall  behind,  schedule. 

Six  months  after  the 
English  Sports  Council  an- 


stadium  at  Wembley  are  zzounced  that  the  north  Lon- 
emerging  after  confirmation  don  site  would  be  rebuilt  to 


accommodate  an  80,000-seat 
stadium,  officials  revealed 
that  the  complex  will  not  now 

be  ready,  by  2001,  which 
dashes  hopes  of  staging  the 
World  Athletics’  Champion- 
ships  in  four  years’. 


Gary  Young* 


to  come  by."  said  Lord  Nolan. 

Tom  King  MP,  a former 
cabinet  minister  and  member 
of  the  Nolan  committee,  sug- 
gested an  alert  opposition 
might  help  reassurance  and 
monitoring  of  councils. 

David  RendeL  the  Liberal 
Democrat  spokesman  on  local 
government,  warned  against 
“one-party  states"  which  pro- 
duced “arrogant  and  secre- 
tive ruling  groups  of  council- 
lors, submissive  officers  and 
weak  opposition  parties”. 

There  has  been  growing  un- 
ease that  only  council  ser- 
vants face  surcharges  and 
that  the  district  auditor,  who 
Imposes  the  penalties,  acts  as 
investigator,  prosecutor, 
judge  and  jury. 

Lady  Shirley  Porter,  former 
Tory  leader  of  Westminster 
council,  and  five  others  were 
surcharged  £31.7  million  last 
year  after  being  found  guilty 
of  gerrymandering.  Their  ap- 
peals start  in  October. 

Dame  Shirley  said  the  pro- 
posed changes  “vindicate  our 
belief  that  Westminster  coun- 
cillors and  officers  were 
found  to  be  at  fault  by  a 
deeply  flawed  and  unjust  sys- 
I tern . . .” 


\jSf> 


A LOCAL  authority 

will  ftind  an  autistic 
boy's  education  at  a 

world-famous  school 

in  the  US  at  a cost  of  n 
week,  following  a landmark 
victory  by  his  parents  in  the 
High  Court  yesterday. 

The  decision,  which  win 
have  repercussions  for  au 
children  with  special  educti; 
tional  needs,  marks  the  end  ot 
a long  battle  by  the  parents  of 
James  Finn,  aged  4.  against 
Solihull  council. 

The  outcome  was  a victory 
not  only  for  the  Finn  family 
but  also  for  their  counsel. 
Ctaerie  Booth  QC. 

Mr  Justice  Dyson  ruled  that 
the  council  had  acted  unrea- 
sonably by  refusing  to  pro- 
vide funding  and  was  obliged 
to  pay  the  fees  for  the  Higashi 
school  in  Boston  for  so  long  as 
the  school  was  considered  the 
most  appropriate  place  for 
James  to  be  educated. 

The  Finns  had  raised 
£50.000  to  send  James  to  the 
US  by  organising  charity 
events  and  ploughed  all  the 
money  they  had  into  James’s 


first  two  terms  at  the  school 
But  their  money  w as  fast  run- 
ning out  and  James  would 
have  had  to  leave  the  school 
shortly  if  yesterday's  decision 
had  gone  against  them. 

The  council  had  appealed 
against  a special  educational 
needs  tribunal  ruling  tn  Feb- 
ruary that  named  Boston  Hi 
gas  hi  as  the  appropriate 
school  for  James  and  saB  the 
local  authority  was  under  a 
duty  to  pay  hte  fees. 

After  the  ruling  the  council 
gave  an  undertaking,  to  pay 
James's  fees  of  256,000  a year 
“indefinitely". 

But  Julie  Richardson,  also 
from  Solihull  and  Angela 
White,  from  Ealing,  foiled  in 
their  challenges  to  farce  two 
different  councils  to  name  Hi- 
gashi ns  the  appropriate 
school  far  their  children.  Mr 
Justice  Dyson  concluded  that 
the  1996  Education  Act  did 
not  Impose  a duty  on  an  edu- 
cation authority  or  a special 
educational  needs  tribunal 
“to  name  a school  ora  special 
school  In  every  case”. 

Eighteen  children  from  the 
UK  attend  Boston  Higashi 
with  support  from  up  to  nine 
local  authorities: 


Club  Med  sticks 
to  its  policy  of 
spying  on  guests 


VJvekChaiKfliuy 


CLUB  Med.  the  holiday 
company  which  baill 
its  reputation  on  pro- 
viding relaxed  resorts  with 
plenty  of  sun,  sand  and  sex, ; 
said  yesterday  it  had  no  i 
plans  to  stop  “spying”  on  , 
its  customers  and  compil- 
ing sensitive  information 
on  them. 

The  company  found  itself 
In  hot  water  after  admit- 
ting that  personal  records 
were  kept  on  all  its  custom- 
ers— detailing  Information 
such  as  possible  affairs 
they  might  be  having  at 
Club  Med  resorts,  whether 
or  not  they  pay  their  bills 
on  time,  and  If  they  have 
criminal  records. 

The  controversy  over 
Club  Med’s  spying  In  the 
sun  scheme  emerged  in 
France  after  a woman 
returned  from  one  of  their 
resorts  with  a male  friend 
to  find  that  her  husband 
had  filed  for  divorce. 

The  man’s  solicitor 
claimed  in  court  that  he 
gained  access  to  Club  Med’s 
file  on  the  woman,  detail- 
ing the  fact  that  she  was 
having  an  affair  and  shared 
a room  at  one  of  its  resorts 
with  her  male  friend. 

A Club  Med  spokes- 
woman said  yesterday  that 
the  Commission  for  Infor- 
mation and  Technology  and 
Liberty,  which  monitors 
the  use  of  computer  infor- 
mation in  France,  had  writ- 
ten to  them  asking  that  cer- 
tain details  on  customers 


Your  rating 


Club  Med  categories: 


MR:  Clients  who  do  not  pay 
bills  on  time  and  should  be 
treated  with  caution  when' 
booking  next  time. 

Mb  Normal  customers  who 
cause  no  bather, 
b Customers  who  show  anti- 
social behaviour.  This  in- 
cludes those  who  are  regu- 
larly drunk,  those  who  have 
affairs,  those  who  have  men- 
tal problems  or  suffer  from 
mental  instability,  those  with 
criminal  records,  those  who 
are  rowdy,  and  those  giving 
Club  Med  a “bad  name". 


be  suppressed.. 

She  said:  “We  are  now 
conforming  to  the  commis- 


sion’s regulations  and  have 
revised  our  reservation  sys- 
tem accordingly  . 

“We  have  no  plans  to  stop 
compiling  the  information. 
We  need  to  know  about  our 
customers.  Some  are  caus- 
ing problems  and  are  get- 
ting Club  Med  into  trouble 
because  they  are  behaving 
like  naughty  boys  and  girls. 

“The  information  we  are 
keeping  Is  really  for  com- 
mercial use.  but  I think  we 
have  made  a mistake  over 
this  divorce  case.” 

The  spokeswoman  added: 
“The  Information  was 
given  to  the  solicitor  by  a 
Club  Med  employee  who 
really  shouldn’t  have  done 
that.  We  have  now  set  up 
procedures  to  protect  cus- 
tomers' confidentiality.” 

Some  9,000  Britons  book 
with  Club  Med  each  year, 
and  the  company  has  around 
150  resorts  worldwide. 


Radio  1 ‘goes  close  to  edge’ 
with  new  Chris  Morris  series 


Andrew  Cidf 
Media  Correspondent 


ANEW  Radio  l series  with 
the  controversial,  pre- 


#mthe  controversial,  pre- 
senter Chris  Morris  is  being 
planned  by  the  BBC,  despite 
fears'  that  he  could  breach 
taste  and  decency  guidelines. 

A previous  BBC  series  fea- 
turing Morris  was  taken  off 
the  air  after  he  broadcast 
mock  obituaries  of  Michael 
Heseltine  and  Sir  Jimmy 
Savfle. 

Andy  Parfitt  deputy  con- 
troller of  Radio  1,  fold  the 
Radio  Festival  in  Birming- 
ham: “[Morris]  wants  to  do 
things  that  would  not  be  per- 
missible tinder  BBC  guide- 
lines — but  it  Is  a question  of 
negotiation." 

Morris  recently  fell  foul  of 
Channel  4's  outgoing  chief  ex- 
ecutive, MiChael  Grade,  after 
broadcasting  a subliminal,  ob- 
scenity  in  the  station's  Brass  : 
Eye  spoof  current  affairs 
show.  I 


Mr  Parfitt  said  that  since 
Chris  Evans  leftthe  Breakfast 
Show,  Radio  1 had  been  look- 
ing for  "brave,  innovative 
broadcasters  who  go  dose  to 
the  edge".  He  said  procedures 
would  be  in  place  to  ensure 
guidelines  were  not  breached, 
including  pre-recording  the 
programme,  expected  to  start 
in  the  autumn. 

Commercial  radio  execu- 
tives accused  their  regulator, 
the  Radio  Authority,  of  being 
out  of  touch  with  shifting  au- 
dience values.  Paul  Chantler, 
programme  director  of  the 
Essex  Radio  Group,  said:  “If 
my  breakfast  show  did  what 
Chris  Evans,  did,  l would  have 
been  landed  with  fines  — that 
does  not  happen  to  the  BBC.  It 
Is  very  frustrating  for  com- 
mercial stations  aimed  at  15- 
to  35-year  olds.” 

Mr  Parfitt  denied  that 
Evans  had  been  allowed  un- 
fair leeway,  claiming  there 
had  only  been  a small  volume 
of  complaints  considering  the 
volume  of  material  broadcast. 


Ministers  in  three-way  split  on 
education,  education,  education 


“TTONY  Blair’s  pledge  to  makp 
. I “education,  education,  and 
education."  the  priorities  of  his 
Government  gained  new 
meaning  yesterday  when  it 
emerged  that  ministers  In  Eng- 
land, Scotland  and  Wales  are 
pursuing  three  different  pro- 
grammes of  education  reform. 

writes  John  Carvel 

Peter  Ham,  the  Welsh  educa- 
tion minister,  published  “the 
first  education,  white  paper  in 
thrww  devoted  exclu- 
gtvely  to  education  In  Wales." 
It.  took  a more  teacher-friendly 
approach  than  the  whitepaper 


for  England  published  by 
David  Blunkett  on  Tuesday 
but  promised  more  urgent 
action  than  the  "agenda  for 
school  improvement"  issued 
by  Brian  Wilson,  foe  Scottish 
minister. 

"We  are  delivering  the 
™8iKf  ^Way  «“*  I think 

we  will  do  it  more 

folly, " Mr  HainsaH  SUCoess* 

Mr  said  an  education  Bin  f0r 
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News  in  brief 

Addict  murdered 
with  heroin  dose 

lmpriron^^110^*6^  a^dreS8,  W€re  eac*ls®n*finced  tollfe 

001111  fe*1  betm  to1ri- an>i  MrTipfflnn  offered 

SSSS®-1® 

mJSS?  hajLalr!a£?  ia¥en  °“e  iAiectlon  of  heroin  when 

**"*  8376  him  a syringe  of  sedative,  and 
Sfn  dos?  ofberoin.  A pathologist  said  he  must  have 

himSSi!  * two  ofthe  final  injection.  Hie  amount  of 

herom  found  in  Dalton  was  the  highest  the  pathologist  had  ever 
seen  in  his  career  and  “many  times”  that  needed  tn  mti 

r«S2>ffi?!idi,^l?<cLellan  serve  at  least  20  years,  Mr  Justice 
^witt  ^Qu  ®«  an  evil  man.*’  He  told  the  others: 

“Your  addiction  sapped  your  moral  fibre  and  courage.” 

Byelection  on  July  31 

^?ru?in^d  yesterday  that  the  Uxbridge  byeiection 

triggered  bythe  death  of  Sir  Michael  Shersby  a week  after  the 

dec^—^be  ^ on  July  sl  Theh:  candidate  wffl  be  John 

Ramialt  whosras  Sir  AficharJ's  agent,  after  a dutch  of  former 
MPs— ineaudiiig  fonpertranqxirt  minister  JcdmWatis— fa  nmi 

to  getan  an  all-local  shortlist. 

JhrRandaD,  42,  wto  has  lived  in  Uxbridge,  west  London,  all  his 
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Police  launch  appeal  as  Kent  lane  killings  survivor  Josie,  1 0,  recalls  fresh  details  of  family’s  attacker 

New  Megan  murder  lead 


Duncan  Campbefl 
Crime  Correspondent 


Labour  candidate,  Andrew  Slaughter,  a 36-year  Old  barrister  and 
leads'  of  Hammersmith  and  Fulham  council. 

SirMlidiael  collected  1E109S  votes  (43.6  per  cent)  in  May,  while  a 
12JJ  per  cent  swing  gave  Labour  17,371  votes  (41A).  The  Liberal 
Democrat  candidate  is  George  Crozier.  — - Rebecca  Smithers 


Home  Office  ‘insider*  sought 

POLICE  are  trying  to  find  the  identity  of  a Home  nfffre  “insider” 
in  an  immigration  racket,  Southwark  crown  court  in  south 
London  was  told  yesterday.  Naresh  Patel,  a Kenyan  national  aged 
27,  who  arrived  in  Britain  as  a student  in  1990,  was  jailed  for  six 
ninths  for  comiption  after  admitting  paving  ci^nontn  ami  fMi&- 

mgntohavearewidgnffw  stamp  piTt  fn  hie  paeap<-.rf 

_ Patel  later  sought  permission  for  his  Kenyan  bride  to  whtipiot 
Britain,  and  the  stamp’s  signature  was  discovered  to  be  forged 
and  his  Home  Office  file  missing.  This  suggested  active  assistance 
from  "an  unknown  insider”  at  the  departmwrt,  Ttrenrtun 

Finucane,  prosecuting,  and  his  identity  was  being  sought 

Royal  PC  on  murder  charge 

A MEMBER  of  the  Royal  Protection  Squad  was  yesterday 
charged  with  die  murder  of  his  wife  in  January. 

PC  Michael  Cotillon,  52.  wfll  appear  before  magistrates  at 
Bracknell  Forest  in  Berkshire  today.  Patricia  Couiton  was  found 
stabbed  to  death  at  Lynwood  Nursing  Home  in  Sunningdale, 
Berkshire,  where  she  worked  as  a care  assistant 


Soldiers  die  in  Bosnia  - 

TWO  British  soldiers  serving  in  the  Na  to-led  pence  mission  in 
Bosnia  were  killed  when  their  ftiel  truck  slipped  into  a ravine  on 
Monday  80  miles  west  of  Sarajevo.  Their  names  were  being 
withheld  until  relatives  have  been  told 


Stolen  brain  recovered 

AHUMAN  brainhas  been  found  in  bushes  at  Pitsea.  Essex.  Hie 
.Tifflln.  several  years  did  and  used  far  research,  was  stritenlast. 
weA  from  a laboratory  four  miles  away.  It  was  still  in  its  plastic 
container  and  is  believed  to  be  undamaged.  A 17-year-old  youth 
baa  been  bailed  pending  farther  Inquiries. 


ETECTIVES  in- 
vestigating the 
murder  of  Lin 
Russell  and  her 
six-year-old 
daughter.  Megan,  in  a Emit 
country  Lane  exactly  a year 
ago,  believe  they  could  be 
close  to  finding  her  killer. 

Ten-year-old  Josie  Russell, 
who  survived  the  attack  de- 
spite fears  that  she  would 
never  recover,  has  been  aide 
to  help  police  piece  together 
the  sequence  of  events  lead- 
ing up  to  the  murders. 

Yesterday,  the  officer  lead- 
ing the  inquiry.  Detective 
Chief  Inspector  Dave  Stevens, 
and  Josie's  father,  ecology 
lecturer  Dr  Shaun  Russell, 
made  fresh  appeals  for  help. 
DCI  Stevens  appeared  on  the 
BBC’s  Crimewatch  pro- 


gramme to  oak  the  public  to 
call  In  with  information. 

He  said  Josie  had  gradually 
been  able  to  give  detectives 
information  about  the  attack. 
She  had  told  them  that  as  she 
and  her  mother  and  sister 
were  walking  home  from 
Goodnestone  village,  a man 
had  passed  them  in  a car, 
stopped,  taken  out  a hammer 
and  asked  her  mother  for 
money.  Josie  bad  fled,  but 
had  been  caught,  brought 
back  and  tied  up.  She  had  not 
witnessed  the  murders. 

Mr  Stevens  said  that  they 
were  Investigating  whether  it 
was  a robbery  that  had  got 
out  of  control,  a psychopathic 
fantasy  or  an  assault  by  some- 
one who  envied  the  Russells' 
way  of  lift. 

Detectives  also  revealed 
that  DNA  newly  extracted 
from  a single  hair  using  a 
technique  that  had  never 
been  used  before  in  such  a 


Josie  Russell,  aged  10,  dinging  to  ‘normal’  life,  one  year  on 


case  could  lead  them  to  the 
killer.  Around  100  men  would 
need  to  be  tested. 

Mr  Stevens  added:  “1  am 
keeping  back  some  of  the  de- 


tails of  the  attack,  but  I thank 
God  that  Josie  did  not  see  her 
mother  being  attacked.  She 
did  not  see  her  sister  being 
attacked,  nor  the  family  dog. 


Lucy,  which  had  been  tied  to 
a tree.” 

He  added  that  Josie's  de- 
scription of  the  killer 
matched  that  of  a man  seen 
by  a local  woman  minutes 
after  the  murder,  at  4 JO  pm 

on  July  9 last  year. 

He  also  released  new  infor- 
mation from  a woman  who 
was  approached  by  a man  fit- 
ting the  murderer's  descrip- 
tion nine  days  before  the  mur- 
ders. She  had  been  walking 
with  her  two  young  children 
along  a quiet  road  in  Bette- 
shanger,  three  miles  from  the 
murders,  when  a man  got  out 
of  a BMW  car  carrying  a car- 
rier bag  and  walked  towards 
her  in  a threatening  manner. 
She  had  walked  quickly 
away.  She  only  came  forward 
with  the  news  two  months 
ago,  because  she  had  been 
frightened. 

Dr  Russell,  wbo  moved  to 
North  Wales  with  his  daugh- 


ter six  months  after  the  mur- 
ders. spoke  yesterday  of  Jo- 
sie's recovery.  "After  the 
murders  1 was  suicidal,  but 
when  I realised  that  Josie  was 
still  alive  mv  will  to  live  came 
back. 

“During  these  last  months, 
as  I've  seen  her  progress  and 
play  with  her  friends  and  her 
ponies,  it  has  given  me  cause 
to  carry  on." 

He  said  that  he  and  his 
daughter  would  not  be  mark- 
ing today’s  anniversary  and 
she  would  attend  school  as 
usual.  “Josie  wants  to  carry 
on  as  normal.  Tm  not  going  to 
be  conducting  any  morbid 
ceremonies  or  wearing  a 
black  tie.” 

Mr  Stevens  added:  ‘it  is 
possible  that  the  killer  could 
strike  again.  If  he  is  capable 
of  doing  this,  he  is  capable  of 
doing  anything." 


Silent  witness,  02  Front 


Hie  Punch  yesterday,  closed  by  Bass  for  renovations  which  will  include  a wall  shutting  off  Samuel  Smith’s  part  of  the  building 
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PapUs  place  flowers  outside  St  James’s  Church  of  England  high  school  in  Bolton  yesterday 


PHOTOGRAPH:  DAN  CHUNG 


Alps  crash  bus 
was  not  fitted 
with  seat  belts 


MtitBuMd  Smith  In  Port* 

ydPawMWwd 

'r-RENCH  police  revealed 
night  that  the  school 
T bus  which  crashed  in  the 
French  Alps  killing  three 
teenagers  had  not  been  fitted 
wftheegt  belts  because  the  ve- 
hicle's age  meant  It  did  not 
have  to  comply  with  French 

: Twelve  children  flew  home 
last  night  after  learning  that  a 
third  teenager  bad  died  early 
yesterday.  The  boy’s  mother, 
who  baa  flown  to  Grenoble, 
was&his  bedside. 

. Ridding,  14.  had  been 
critically  injured  when  the 
left-hand  drive  bus  left  a nai> 
roer  mountain  road  and  Silo 
as  ft  into  a ravine.  His  best 
friend.  Robert  Board  man, 
slab  14.  and  Nicola  Moore.  IS, 
ateodteO. 

- -One  Shi  who  has  backirtfu- 
.rfeaaadhwtobtmovedwia 
stretefcarteiH  return  to  Man- 
chester today  With  a doctor 
and  one  of  tar  ttadm  The 
driver,  Jim  Shaw.  <3, 


Droylsden,  Manchester,  was 
still  in  hospital  suffering  from 
Shock  and  broken  ribs.  Police 
interviewed  him  yesterday. 

The  bus  had  been  carrying 
16  pupils  from  St  James’s 
Church  of  England  high 
school  in  Bolton,  Greater 
Manchester,  who  were  half- 
way'through  an  activity 
holiday.  . 

French  police  said  that 
even  though  French  law 
required  new  buses  to  be  fit-, 
ted  with  seatbelts,  the  30- 
sealer  Mercedes  rented  by  the 
party  was  old  enough  to  es- 
cape the  rule.  The  coach, 
which  firemen  spent  three 
hours  lifting  from  the  ravine, 

had  passed  an  safety  tests  and 

appeared  roadworthy  despite 
being  more  than  five  years 
old. 

A police  spokesman  said: 
If  the  coach  had  been  going 

downhill  at  the  time  it  left  the 

road,  we  would  immediately 
have  thought  of  the  possibil- 
ity that  the  brakes  toiled. 

“But  it  was  travelling  up- 
hill at  a reasonable  speed  — 
about  4Sonh  — and  there  was 


Victims  Robert  Boardman,  14,  and  Nicola  Moore,  16 


no  other  traffic  on  the  road.  It 
seems  possible  that  the 
driver,  even  though  experi- 
enced, had  trouble  gauging 
the  width  of  the  vehicle  be- 
cause of  being  used  to  right- 
hand-drive  coaches. 

“When  you  have  a sheer 
drop  on  your  right-hand  side 
and  you  are  unused  to  being 
at  the  wheel  on  the  left ...  on 
roads  like  these  it  would  only 
take  a miscalculation  of  just 
two  or  three  centimetres  for 
the  vehicle  to  go." 

David  Bowes,  the  schools 
head  teacher,  yesterday  de- 
scribed Nicola  as  “a  real  star*' 
and  said  Robert  and  Keith 
had  been  dose  friends  who 
had  swapped  groups  In  order 
to  stay  together  in  lessons. 

Keith’s  mother.  Garde  Rid- 


ding, had  been  accompanied 
to  France  by  Barbara  Stans- 
field,  the  school's  head  of 
modem  languages.  Both  were 
expected  to  return  to  Britain 
last  night  on  a chartered 
aircraft. 

Mr  Bowes  said  that  the 
school  always  used  buses 
with  seat  belts  to  transport 
pupils.  Asked  whether  belts 
should  be  fitted  to  buses  used 
throughout  Europe,  he  said: 
“My  opinion  is  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely right  to  do  so.” 

The  school  was  closed  yes- 
terday and  will  not  reopen 
until  next  Monday.  Pupils  on 
trips  to  Holland  and  Wales 
will  return  home  early  and  a 
trip  to  EuroDisney,  due  to 
begin  today,  bas  been 
cancelled. 


Punch-up  between  brewery  rivals 
over  future  of  historic  hostelry 


Luke  Harding 


AN  historic  London 
pub,  named  after  the 
magazine  Punch, 
whose  Victorian  founders 
drank  there,  is  to  be  split  in 
two  following  a bizarre 
wrangle  between  two 
breweries. 

The  Punch  Tavern  in 
Fleet  Street  is  coowned  by 
Bass  and  Samuel  Smith. 
Bass  owns  two  thirds  of  the 
freehold,  including  the 
pnb’s  toilets  and  an  en- 
trance in  Fleet  Street.  Sam- 
uel Smith,  the  private 
Yorkshire  brewery, 
recently  bonght  the 
remaining  third,  which  in- 
cludes the  passageway 
through  which  beer  is  de- 
livered to  the  Bass  side  of 
the  tavern. 

The  Yorkshire  brewery 
attempted  to  set  up  a sepa- 
rate operation  in  the  pnb. 


now  an  upmarket  establish- 
ment popular  with  City 
drinkers.  A delicate  stand- 
off emerged.  Beer  was  de- 
livered through  a "cellar 
drop”  on  the  street,  but  the 
barrels  had  to  be  moved 
through  a passageway  con- 
trolled by  Samuel  Smith  to 
reach  the  Bass  cellar.  There 
was  no  direct  access  to 
Samuel  Smith’s  separate 
cellar. 

Alter  several  years  of 
wrangling,  it  became  clear 
the  brewers  could  not  reach 
a truce.  Bass  had  acquired 
the  rights  to  the  Punch 
name,  and  the  tavern  even- 
tually shut  its  doors  so  Bass 
could  begin  renovations 
that  will  decisively  end  the 
battle. 

A wall  is  being  erected 
between  the  two  parts  of 
the  pub.  Bass  is  also  con- 
structing a new  cellar  drop 
so  workers  can  move  beer 
supplies  without  using 


Girlfriend  turned  in  brothers 
who  robbed  commuter  train 


Vhrek  Chaudhary 


TWO  armed  brothers  who 
robbed  passengers  on  a 

packed  commuter  train  were 
arrested  when  a girlfriend 
went  to  the  police,  the  Old 
Bailey  was  told  yesterday. 

Anthony  and  Aaron  Baxter 
had  initially  denied  conspir- 
acy to  rob  and  possession  of  a 
firearm,  but  yesterday 
changed  their  pleas  to  guilty 
as  the  prosecution  was  finish- 
ing its  case. 

Anthony,  aged  28,  and 
Aaron,  aged  20,  both  of  Dept- 
ford, south  London,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  sentenced  today. 

The  court  was  told  that  the 
two  were  in  the  third  carriage 
of  the  20.12  from  London’s 
Charing  Cross  to  Dartfbrd  in 
Kent  last  October. 

Michael  Holland,  prosecut- 
ing, said  they  made  a mistake 
moments  before  the  robbery 
when  they  went  into  the 
train’s  lavatory  together.  It 
helped  witnesses  to  identify 
the  two. 

Mr  Holland  said:  "No  doubt 
they  were  preparing  for  the 
robbery.  But  passengers  were 
bound  to  raise  their  eyebrows 
at  the  sight  of  two  men  going 
Into  the  WC  together  on  the 


20.12  London  to-Dartford  — 
relaxed  as  some  may  be  about 
the  sexual  habits  of  others." 

They  emerged  wearing 
masks.  Aaron  had  a machete 
and  a flick  knife,  and 
Anthony  had  an  Imitation 
Colt  .45.  Mr  Holland  said  that 
both  threatened  to  kill  pas- 
sengers if  they  failed  to  obey 
orders.  "More  than  30  people 
were,  in  effect,  made  to  stand 
and  deliver.  For  all  their 
efforts,  the  two  made  off  with 
a few  hundred  pounds  and  a 
few  personal  Items.” 

Mr  Holland  said  that  Geor- 
gina Clark,  Anthony's  girl- 
friend, contacted  police  five 
days  after  the  robbery.  She 
told  officers  she  had  been 
with  the  brothers,  though  In  a 
different  carriage,  but  had  no 
Idea  they  were  planning  rob- 
bery. In  fact  the  court  heard, 
as  they  alighted  at  Deptford 
she  was  knocked  over  by 
Anthony  as  the  two  ran  along 
the  platform. 

Ms  Clark  was  also  arrested 
so  the  Baxters  would  not  sus- 
pect her.  She  later  showed 
police  where  they  could  find 
the  weapons. 

Mr  Holland  said:  “Anthony 
believed  that  be  could  rely  on 
her  not  to  come  forward.  He 
misjudged  her  to  that  extent"  j 


Samuel  Smith's  passage- 
way. Bass  executives  said 
they  believe  Samuel  Smith 
will  be  installing  toilets  In 
Its  section  — only  the  Bass 
section  has  them  now. 

"They  think  they  can 
bully  people  into  submis- 
sion,” Deborah  Kemp,  busi- 
ness director  of  Bass’s  leas- 
ing division  declared.  “We 
nearly  gave  in  but  1 refused 
on  principle.’’ 

Graham  Anton,  a spokes- 
man for  Samuel  Smith, 
said:  "What  she  said  is 
totally  wrong.  Our  small 
brewery  has  tried  to  com- 
promise all  along.  We  are 
still  waiting  to  hear  from 
Bass." 

Originally  there  were  two 
pubs  on  the  property  — the 


Crown  and  the  Sngarloaf. 
Some  200  years  ago,  they 
merged  into  one  establish- 
ment called  the  Crown  and 
Sngarloaf.  During  the  mid- 
1800s,  the  staff  of  Punch 
magazine,  founded  in  1841, 
began  meeting  at  the  pub. 

In  deference  to  such  dedi- 
cated regular  drinkers,  the 
owners  changed  the  name 
to  The  Punch  Tavern. 

Stephen  Cox.  campaigns 
manager  for  the  Campaign 
for  Real  Ale,  said:  “It’s  like 
the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  div- 
iding the  house  down  the 
middle.  It  is  fairly  absurd. 
It’s  terrible  what  has  hap- 
pened to  this  decent  pub.  I 
think  some  people  should 
have  their  heads  banged 
together." 
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6 WORLD  NEWS  

Hong  Kong’s  ‘tycoon  dictatorship’  is  set  to  rescind  workers’  rights,  writes  Andrew  Higgins 


Big  business  calls  the  shots 


Setting  the  tone  of 
a post-colonial 
order  dominated  by 
tycoons,  Hong 
Kong’s  new  govern- 
ment will  put  its  stamp  today 
on  policy  to  collective 

bargaining  and  other  recently 
granted  workers  rights. 

Labour  laws,  passed  by  a 
now  disbanded  elected  legisla- 
ture in  the  dying  days  of  Brit- 1 
ish  rule,  are  to  be  suspended 
at  the  opening  session  of  an 
unelected  interim  assembly 
this  afternoon.  The  move 
prompted  trade  union  leaders 
to  denounce  a “tycoon  dicta- 1 
torship”  yesterday. 

The  move  reflects  the  re- 
emergence  of  Hong  Kong's  | 
business  elite,  weakened  in  i 
recent  years  by  the  introduc- 1 
tion  of  popular  elections,  as 


the  territory's  dominant  polit- 
ical as  well  as  economic 
power. 

A new  handpicked  legisla- 
ture. set  up  by  China  in  the 
early  hours  of  July  i as 
Prince  Charles  and  Governor 
Chris  Patten  sailed  away 
aboard  the  Britannia,  will 
also  pass  a bill  to  allow  au- 
thorities to  deport  hundreds 
of  mainland-bom  children 
smuggled  Into  the  territory  to 
rejoin  Hong  Kong  parents. 

Despite  a patriotic  froth 
whipped  ap  during  last 
week’s  handover,  most  Hong 
Kong  people  feel  little  sympa- 
thy for  mainland  compatriots 
and  resent  an  influx  of  chil- 
dren from  across  whaf  is  still 
a tightly  controlled  border. 
Mainland  children  have  been 
blamed  — unfairly,  say  .social 


workers  — for  an  outbreak  of 
tuberculosis,  declining  stan- 
dards in  schools  and  a host  of 
other  ills. 

The  secretary  of  security. 
Peter  Lai,  called  for  retroac- 
tive entry  rules  to  prevent  a 
deluge  of  smuggled  children 
from  the  mainland  claiming 
right  of  abode  in  Hong  Kong. 

"Any  delay  would  be  ex- 
ploited by  snake-heads  (smug- 
glers) who  would  spread 
rumours  of  an  amnesty  and 
there  would  be  the  possibility 
of  hordes  of  children  being 
smuggled  in,”  he  said. 

According  to  Chinese  statis- 
tics, some  66,000  mainland 
children  have  the  right  of 
abode  in  Hong  Kong.  Hun- 
dreds have  already  arrived  il- 
legally, their  hopes  of  an  am- 
nesty raised  by  confused  and 


sometimes  contradictory  offi- 
cial statements. 

Hong  Kong’s  new  leader, 
billionaire  shipping  magnate 
Tung  Chee-hwa,  met  his  inner 
circle,  known  as  the  Execu- 
tive Council,  for  Qve  hours 
yesterday  — his  first  full  ses- 
sion with  the  10-member 
body,  stacked  with  multi-mil- 
lionaires- Its  decisions  are 
likely  to  be  endorsed  today 
with  little  debate  by  the  pro- 
visional legislative  council,  a 
body  that  returns  the  political 
process  to  the  pre-Patten  era 
of  cosy  decision-making  by  a 
wealthy  elite. 

Unrepresented  is  the  terri- 
tory's most  popular  group, 
the  Democratic  Party  of  Mar- 
tin Lee.  which  boycotted  a 
Chinese-choreographed  “elec- 
tion” last  year  by  400  hand- 


picked loyalists  in  a Chinese 
j theatre. 

A member  of  Mr  Tung^s 
cabinet,  the  heal  of  the  Feder- 
ation of  Industries,  Henry 
Tang,  has  led  the  attack 
against  legislation  enshrining 
collective  bargaining  for  sala- 
ries and  fringe  benefits. 

-Business  became  very  dif- 
ficult in  Britain  because  Its 
1 pninns  were  too  strong,”  he 
i has  warned.  Other  labour- 
! friendly  measures  to  be  sus- 
pended pending  review  by  the 
new  government  include  the 
right  to  seek  damages  from 
companies . that  discriminate 
against  unions  and  a May 
Day  statutory  holiday. 

China’s  Communist  Party, 
blamed  in  the  past  for  foment- 
ing industrial  unrest  in  Hong 
Kong  but  now  zealously  capi- 


Expats 
leave 
Phnom 
Penh to 
looters 


and 

terror 


Mck  Cummkag-Bnico 
In  Phnora  Penh 


IGHT  Thai  military 
aircraft  landed  in 
Phnom  Penh  airport 
yesterday  to  evacuate 
800  Thais  and  other  foreign- 
ers from  a city  plagued  by 
looting  and  a pervasive  sense 
of  insecurity. 

‘T  really  do  value  being 
safe"  sighed  Denise  Anker,  a 
Walt  Disney  marketing  execu- 
tive, as  she  joined  the  passen- 
ger queue. 

Two  more  military  trans- 
ports from  the  Philippines  are 
expected  today  and  Australia 
has  sent  two  aircraft  to  the 
Malaysian  air  base  of  Butter- 
worth  in  case  it  decides  to 
puE  out  its  nationals,  along 
with  those  of  New  Zealand 
and  Canada.  The  US  has  or- 
dered a warship  to  sail  close 
to  Cambodia  in  case  it  decides 
on  evacuation. 

Such  measures  may  not  be 
needed.  Phnom  Penh  is  firmly 
in  the  grip  of  the  second 
prime  minister,  Hun  Sen, 
after  his  weekend  coup 
against  the  first  prime  minis- 
ter, Prince  Norodom  Rana- 
riddh, leaving  him  free  to  try 
to  create  some  legitimacy  at 
home  and  abroad. 


Two  civilians  wounded  in  the  fighting  wait  for  medical  attention  in  a Phnom  Penh  hospital 


PHOTOGRAPH:  MOY  EAMES 


One  step  is  to  try  to  return 
the  capital  to  business  as 
usual.  Gone  are  the  corpses  of 
soldiers  that  littered  the  road 
to  the  airport,  engineers  are 
clearing  away  the  blackened 
hulks  of  burnt-out  tanks  and 
troops  moved  Into  areas  at 
heaviest  fighting  to  curb  loot- 
ing — with  limited  success. 

Soldiers  could  still  be  seen 
carrying  plunder  from  houses 
near  one  former  royalist  gener- 
al’s home,  occasionally  firing 
in  the  air  to  keep  frustrated 


residents  at  bay.  A sobbing 
woman  pmplnyw  of  a foreign 
embassy  described  how  sol- 
diers had  shot  their  way  into 
her  home,  stolen  her  car  and 
most  of  her  possessions. 

Nor  had  anyone  bothered  to 
secure  the  airport  terminal 
from  scavengers  still  picking 
over  the  debris  left  by  three 
days  of  looting.  Airline  staff 
said  official  suggestions  it 
would  be  handling  commer- 
cial flights  again  in  a day  or 
two  were  wildly  optimistic. 


Phnom  Penh  was  choked 
with  traffic  yesterday  as  city 
dwellers  returned  to  homes 
abandoned  in  the  fighting  but 
many  businesses  remained 
closed  for  fear  of  looters,  par- 
ticularly ones  in  uniiform. 

A new  political  arrange- 
ment will  take  longer.  Prince 
Ranariddh  continues  to  can 
for  international  hacking  as 
Cambodia’s  elected  prime 
minister,  and  Japan  has  sus- 
pended a E4JL5  million  aid 
programme,  partly  out  of  con- 


cern for  the  safety  of  its 
nationals.  ■ 

The  remains  of  Prince 
Ranariddh's  royalist  party, 
Funcinpec,  met  yesterday  to 
debate  Hun  Sen's  call  for 
them  to  choose  a new  leader 
but  some  members  sought 
refuge  in  foreign  embassies 
fearing  retribution.  One 
senior  former  official.  Ho  Sok, 
was  shot  and  killed  after 
being  arrested  by  Hun  Sen's 
troops,  an  interior  ministry 
official  admitted. 


Fighting  near  Cambodia's  1 
prime  tourist  city  of  Stem  , 
Reap  also  exposed  the  danger 
that  Prince  Ranariddh’s  mili- 1 
tary  loyalists,  with  several 
hundred  troop6  undo:  their 

rarmnanri,  mny  up  » n£W 

front  in  the  north-west 
In  Paris,  the  deposed  prince 
— who  will  visit  the  United  | 
States  this  week  — warned  : 
that  a new  civil  war  could 
sweep  his  homeland  if  Hun  , 
Sen  refused  to.  negotiate  his  | 
return  to  power. 


Britain  warns  of 
timebomb  ticking 
in  Middle  East 


China  ‘tried  to  sway  US  politics’ 


Martin  Walker  reports  on  the  diplomatic  row  brewing  after  a 
Republican  senator  accused  Beijing  of  seeking  to  buy  influence 


bn  Black 
Diplomatic  Ednor 


THE  British  Government 
has  made  a strong  pitch 
for  a leading  European 
Union  role  in  shoring  up  the 
faltering  Middle  East  peace 
process,  claiming  its  collapse 
could  mean  “consequences  al- 
most too  horrible  to 
contemplate”. 

Derek  Fatehett,  the  Minister 
of  State  at  the  Foreign  Office, 
last  night  Issued  a stark  warn- 
ing about  the  dangers  facing 
Arabs  and  Israelis  if  they 

failed  to  overcome  the  current 

Impasse  in  negotiations. 

With  Yasser  Arafat  the  Pal- 
estinian Authority  president 
visiting  London  next  week, 
Mr  Fatchett  also  signalled 
that  Britain  is  distancing  it- 
self from  the  United  States 
while  no  longer  allowing 
France  to  dominate  EU  activ- 
ity In  the  Middle  East 
Mr  Fatchett  told  the  British 

Society  for  Middle  Eastern 
Studies  in  Oxford  that  Israel’s 
Likud  government  must  stop 
building  settlements,  while 
Palestinians  must  continue 
security  co-operation,  under 
the  1993  Oslo  accord. 

And  he  reminded  Israel 
that  the  EU  backed  toe  Pales- 
tinians' right  to  self-determi- 
nation “without  excluding 
the  option  of  statehood"  — 
apparently  serving  notice  of 
of  what  lies  ahead  when  Brit- 
ain the  six-month 

EU  presidency  next  January. 
Though  publicly  supportive 


of  Washington,  Britain  has 
long  been  been  privately  irri- 
tated by  US  bias  towards  the 
Jewish  state,  particularly  by 
its  refusal  to  condemn  settle- 
ment activity.  It  has  also  been 
annoyed  by  French  diplo- 
matic grandstanding  in  the 
name  of  Europe. 

In  carefully  crafted  remarks 
that  will  increase  the  sense  of 
isolation  for  the  Israeli  gov- 
ernment and  the  prime  minis- 
ter, Blnyamin  Netanyahu,  Mr 
Fatchett  said:  ‘It  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  understand  Palestinian 
feelings  of  impotent  frustra- 
tion and  rage.”  He  singled  out 
Mr  Netanyahu's  decision  last 
March  to  start  building  a new 
settlement  on  Jebel  Abu 
Ghneim.  or  Har  Hama,  In  east 
Jerusalem. 

“The  consequences  of  a 
possible  collapse  of  the  peace 
process  are  almost  too  hor- 
: rible  to  contemplate:  the 
breakdown  of  law  and  order, 
toe  perpetuation  of  occupa- 
tion, the  risk  of  conflict  be- 
tween Israel  and  its  Arab 
neighbours,"  he  said. 

And  he  warned  Israel  not  to 
! freeze  the  Palestinian-con- 
! trolled  areas  of  toe  West  Bank 
and  Gaza  in  disconnected 
bantustans.  “Whatever  the 

final  shape  of  the  Palestinian 
entity,  it  would  need  to  be  via- 
ble, politically,  economically 
! and  logistlcally,"  Mr  Fatchett 
said.  “It  would  not  profit  Is- 
rael in  the  long  term  to  create 
a divided  patchwork  which 
would  risk  reproducing  the 
problems  of  the  former 
! Yugoslavia.” 


AN  OMINOUS  new  twist 
in  Sino- American  rela- 
tions developed  yester- 
day when  a United  States  sen- 
ator formally  accused  the 
Chinese  government  of  con- 
cocting a secret  and  partly  il- 
legal plan  to  influence  US  pol- 
iticians and  elections. 
Senator  Fred  Thompson, 

chan-man  of  the  US  Rannta 

committee  investigating  cam- 
paign finance  scandals,  de- 
clared: “The  government  of 
China  is  believed  to  have  allo- 
cated substantial  sums  of 
money  to  achieve  its  objec- 
tives. Activities  in  the  fur- 
therance of  the  plan  have  oc- 
curred both  Inside  and 
outside  the  US.  Our  investiga- 
tions suggest  that  the  plan 
continues  today.” 

Mr  Thompson’s  accusa- 


tions against  “high-level  Chi- 
nese government  officials"  on 
toe  first  day  of  toe  long- 
awaited  Senate  hearings 
jolted  the  Clinton  administra- 
tion, and  provoked  a swift 
and  curt  denial  from  Beijing. 
Democrats  on  the  committee 
intervened  sharply  to  deflect 
a serious  diplomatic  row. 

Senator  John  Glenn  of 
Ohio,  the  senior  Democrat  on 
the  committee,  demanded  to 
know  if  there  was  “any  real 
evidence  that  the  Chinese 
government  or  any  other  for- 
eign government  actually  in- 

filtrated  the  American  gov- 
ernment via  campaign 
contributions'’. 

Mr  Glenn  than  dropped  his 
own  carefully  primed  bomb- 
shell: key  witness  John 
Huang  would  not  plead  the 


| fifth  amendinwit  and  remain 
silent  but  would  testify  in 
return  for  limited  immunity 
from  prosecution.  The  immu- 
nity would  not  include 
charges  of  espionage  or 
revealing  classified  toforma- 
I tion.  which  Mr  Huang  is  de- 
termined to  deny. 

The  Republican  committee 
staff  allege  that  Mr  Huang,  & 
former  senior  executive  of  toe 
Indonesia-based  Lippo  Group 
who  was  appointed  to  a senior 
post  m the  commerce  depart- 
' ment  before  being  assigned  to 
j fund-raising  for  the  Demo- 
| era  tic  National  Committee, 
took  advantage  of  his  security 
, clearance  and  secret  CIA 
i briefings  to  pass  -sensitive  m- 
; formation  to  toe  Lippo  grotto, 
and  through  them  to  China. 

I Almost  half  of  the  $4  mil- 


lion (£JL6  million)  which  Mr 
Huang  raised  from  toe  Asian- : 
American  community  for  toe 
Democratic  campaigns  last  I 
year  has  been  returned  as  file-  i 
gal  or  improper. 

The  Chinese  connection  is 
by  far  the  most  serious  aspect 
of  the  campaign  fundraising 
inquiries,  involving  allega- 
tions of  espionage  and  secret 
attempts  to  buy  influence 
manipulate  policy  in  the  Clin- 
ton administration. 

The  Democrats,  who  see  the 
Republican  charge  as  over- 
blown, are  bringing  their  own 
evidence  to  show  that  Chi- 
nese businessmen  also  chan-  ■ 
nrfifld  money  and  business 
opportunities  to  senior 
Republicans  and  their 
campaigns. 

Haley  Barbour,  former 
Republican  chairman,  has 
been  subpoenaed  to  . answer 
questions  about  Chinese  “soft 
money”  which  financed  his 
National  Policy  Forum. 


Former  Black  Panther  fights  surprise  deportation  from  Australia 


Christopher  Zbm  in  Sydney 


A FORMER  member  of  the 
/"\Black  Panthers,  who 


visited  Britain  recently, 
was  last  night  fighting  at- 
i tempts  by  the  Australian 
government  to  deport  him 
as  **not  of  good  character". 

Lorenzo  Ervin,  who  was 
jailed  but  later  pardoned 
for  hijacking  a plane  to 
Cuba  in  1969,  was  pot  In  a 
madamm-securlty  prison 
in  Brisbane  after  the  immi- 
gration department  can- 
celled his  visa. 

His  solicitor,  Terry 
Fisher,  said  he  would  ap- 


peal to  the  federal  court  to 
free  hte  client 
Mr  Ervin  was  on  a four- 
week  tour,  sponsored  by 
the  anarchist  group  Angry 
People,  to  speak  to 
Aborigines. 

‘Tie’s  bemused  by  the  deci- 
sion that  he  can  he  ex- 
cluded from  Australia  par- 
ticularly when  he's  Just, 
been  to  22  countries  and 
had  a six-week  tour  of  the 
UK,”  Mr  Fisher  said.  “He’s 
basically  being  treated  In  a 
very  shabby  way  by  the 
Australian  government” 
The  prime  minister,  John 
Howard,  said  Mr  Ervin  had 
misrepresented  his  past 


when,  he  applied  for  his 
visa  and  bad  used  a differ- 
ent surname. 

“I  can’t  for  the  life  of  me 
understand  how  If  proper 
procedures  were  followed 
he  was  allowed  in,”  he  said. 

Mr  Howard  acted  after 
Pauline  Hanson,  toe  con- 
troversial independent 
rightwing  MP,  complained 
of  toe  visit  of  a “known 
terrorist  and  gun  runner”. 

The  surprise  move  came 
hours  after  Mr  Ervin’s  first 
speech  outside- a Brisbane, 
bookshop.  He  said  he 
wanted  to  show  indigenous 
people  they  could  change 
their  lot 


The  acting  immigration 
minister,  Amanda  Van1 
stone,  said  Mr  Ervin  should 
never  have  been  allowed  in, 
even  though  he  did  not  ad- 
mit his  criminal  record. 

Reuter  adds  from  Canberra: 
Panline  Hanson  vowed  yes- 
terday to  continue  rallying 
support  for  her  One  Nation 
party,  despite  a confronta- 
tion between  her  supporters, 
and  protesters  in  which  sev- 
eral people  ware  injured. 

Ms  Hanson  said,  those 
who  attacked  her  party’s 
meeting  in  the  town  of  Dan- 
denong  outside  Melbourne 
on  Monday  night  were  ^po- 
litical terrorists".  . 
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Le  Pen  to  stand  trial 
over  election  brawl 


teener  Of  France’s 

FTOitowmsteitotritotoNovOTber&ranafle«rfraa^»» 


female  Sodalistparibiwntory 

dectioa  campaign,  Justice  sourettsaidyestenlay.  racy  satohe 
wouto  be  tried  toa  criminal  court  to  Versailles  oachargesef 

.uimm.  m miMte  sstherina  and  uoblic  insult. 


must,  has  Joined  businessmen 
In  opposing  any  rapid  expan- 
sion of  workers  rights  to  toe 
former  colony. 

pro-China  trade  unionists 
have  been  put  to  the  uncom- 
fortable position  of  having  to 
demand  curbs  on  their  own 
rights.  Rivals  to  a weak  and 
polarised  trade  union  move- 
meat  scoff  at  toe  alliance,  of 
big  business  and  Hong  Bong's 
traditional  leftist"  camp. 

“The  Communist  ftrty  sup- 
ports whatever  our  capitalists 
want.”  said  Lau  Chto-shek, 
fthfllrrnan  of  the  HODg  Kong 
Confederation  of  Trade 
Uhions  and  a member  of  toe 
previous  legislature  that  was 
elected  in  2995  and  dissolved 
in  the  early  hours  of  July  l. 
“The  communists  are  the 
tycoons’  best  friends.” 


wouMbetrieamacrmunaicwuvMi 

violence  at  a public  gathering  prilte  Insult. 

Mr  Le  Pen.  aged  68,  was  fined  byaPariswfrtoaFtt&yfor 

eaEtoga $ene&£selm  french  direehffofanOTtigdsm 

organisation  a “mad  fat  zebu”.  A zebu  tea  hump-ba«*«d-  .- 

rioiTiftgHc  cat  found  in  Africa.  India  and  China.  • • 

Two  days  before  toe  National  Assembly  elect  ton  on  June  l, 
Mr  Le  Pen  was  involved  in  a brawl  lna  Paris  suburb  He  oouto 
beseenon videotape  tussling  with  the  SocfalW : candidate,  . 
Annette  Heulvast,  who  opposed  his  daughter,  Marie  Caroline, 
in  the  Section- Ms  Paubrast  later  won.  . ; 

Mr  Le  Pm  has  denied  any  wrongdoing  and  said  to  naa  no  . 

reason  to  apologise  for  his  conduct- — Reuter,  Poris. 
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Train  deaths  in  Punjab  blast 


AT  LEAST  36  people  were  killed  and  TO  injured  when  & powerful 

bomb  exploded  on  a passenger  frain  in  the  north  Indian  state  of  , 
Puidab  yesterday,  hospital  authorities  ami  officials  said.  - 

pnip  Kumar,  an  assistant  police  Inspector  in  Rhattoda.  said  the 


about  15  mites  away.  _ _ 

Local  officials  said  the  train  was  travelling  from  Bbatinda  to 

the  dty  ofAmbala.  90  miles  to  the  north-east  Bawa  Ram  Gupta,  a 

surgeon  at  Bbatinda  hospital,  said  toe  death  toll  was  likely  to  rise. 
r£C_ sTi.  states,  was  rocked  by  a 


SUfa  separatist  insurgency  in  toe  1980s.  ■—  Reuter.  Bhatmda. 


Dhahran  suspect  claims  alibi 


ASUSPECT  in  the  truck  bombtog  that  killed  19  United  States 

servicemen  to  Saudi  Arabia  last  year  says  he  was  tolran  at  the 

time,  the  New  York  Times  reported  yesterday. 

Btoii  Abdel  Rahim  Hussetoal-Saye^i  has  been  accused  by  law 
enforcement  officials  afbetog  toe  driver  and  lookout  to  toe  attack 

taiaUS  military  housing  complex  to  Dhahran. 

Mr  Sayegh  told  the  paper  his  passport  stamp  shows  he  entered 
Iran  btibre  toe  bombtog  and  an  airline  passenger  list  shews  he 

left  Iran  ftK- Kuwait  shortly  after  the  bombing,  on  June  25 1996.  He 

said  several  people  couldcorroborate  tbat  he  was  to  Iran. 
IheTimes  stodMr  Sayegh  spoke  through  an  interpreter  from 

an  undisclosed  location  near  Washington,  where  he  is  being  held 

after  his  deportation  from  Canada. — Reuter,  Nao  Vtirk. 
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Ivana  tramps  with  break-up 


NOT  to  be  outdone  by  her  former  husband,  Ivan&Trump  has 
separated  from  her  new  husband  only  weeks  after  Donald 
Trump’s  marriage  to  his  new  wife  broke  up.  Ivana,  aged  48, 
separated  from  businessman  Rlcc&rdoMazzncchBBl  on  Monday. 

“Riccardo  and  I are  separated  and  trying  to  work  cut  our 
dWm>iv'asl,>«ttfMW  in  a statement  hi  the  NeW  York  Post 

yesterday.  She  said  it  was  her  decision to  seeka  separation, 

adding  “Riccardo’s  quote  to  the  National  Enquirer  that  T dumped 

ivana’ Is  totally  untrue.” 

, The  pair  married  to  November  1985.  She  received  $25  million 
when  she  divorced  the  reakestate  magnate,  butaprenuptial 
agreement  means  Mr  Masuccheni  is  unlikely  to  receive  any  of 
that  money  — AP,Neu>  York. 


Swiss  find  Jewish  heirs 


SWISS  banks  have  found  the  heirs  to  10  miffian  Swiss  francs 
(£42  miffion) left  by  Holocaust  victims — about  a quarter  of  toe 
dormant  second  world  war  accounts  identified  last  year,  the 
banking  ombudsman  mid  yesterday. 

/ The  ombudsman,  BanspeterHaeni,  rejected  criticism  by  the 
World  Jewish  Congress  and  US  Senator  AMboseD1  Amato  tbat  his 
flpmgyhadmoppritnftttlniii^yTniwidrhlngkiKtflcconiitfitoriaims 
from  family  members. . 

Based  on  information  submitted  by  relatives,  Mr  Haenl  said  his 
office  hadfound  17  nuffion  Swiss  francs  ln28  accounts  deemed 

dormant  Ofthose,  nine  were  held  by  Jews  who  had  not  been, 
heard  from  since  the  second  wm^dwar.  making  it  likely  they  were 
victims  of  the  Holocaust — Rotter,  Zurich. 


Algiers  attacks  claim  51 


MUSLIM  rebete  are  suspected  ofbetog  behind  four  attacks  last 
week  which  killed 51  civilians  In  Algiers  and  the  neighbouring 
province  cfMedea,  Algerian  newspapers  said  yesterday.  In  two 
attacks  rebels  killed  27  people  in  one village  and  18  in  another,  the 
Frrmch-langnagR  El  Watanjiewspaper  said.  Three  more  died  to  a 
bomb  attack  in  Medea,  and  another  newspaper  reported  an 
ambush  killing  three  civilians  in  Alters. — Reuter,  Paris. 


Swift  work  on  Gulliver  park 


A UQft-tang  statue  in  the  new  Gulliver  Kingdom  park  near 
Tokyo  at  KamikuistukL  The  village  is  better  known  as  the  base 
for  toe  Aum  doomsday  cult  photograph:  toshfum  mtamura 
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Mourning  oyer  for  KimH-sung 


NORTH  Kmea  declared  yesterday  an.  end  to  its  three-y^r  mourn- 
ing fca:  the  “Cfreat  Leader”  JSImll-fiung,  but  there  was  no  word  on 
whenhlsacn  Kim  Jong-fl would  take  over  key state  and  party 
posta-rThamaoming  is  over  "the  foreign  minister,  BmYong- 
nam,  at  a cwwmwyin  Pyongyang  marking  the  third  anni- 
versary nfTMm  death  T-eflfUngflgnrea  ■gowadlnvaMv  to 

KjmJbpg-fl  as  be  presided  over  the  ceremonies,  indicating  he  was 
still  firmly  in  control  — Reuta~,  Seoid. 
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block  Spain  as  row 
on  Gibraltar  erupts 


Adola  Good!  ta  Madrid 

A BRITISH  threat  to 
veto  Spain's  full 
membership  of  Nato 
if  it  does  not  cede 
control  of  Gibraltar  airspace 
threw  the  alliance's  reorgani- 
sation plans  Into  chaos 
yesterday. 

“Yes  we  can  and  we  will 
[veto]  unless  there  is  an 
agreement,''  Robin  Cook,  the 
Foreign  Secretary,  said  on 
BBC  radio  hours  before  the 
Spanish  prime  minister,  Jos6 
Maria  Aznar.  told  Nato  lead- 
ers at  the  Madrid  summit  that 
his  country  planned  to  be- 
come a hill  military  member 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Spain  reacted  furiously  to 
the  British  stance.  “Spain 
will  not  accept  arty  resolu- 
tions that  puts  in  doubt  its  le- 
gitimate demands  over  sover- 
eignty of  Gibraltar,"  said 
Abel  Matutes,  the  foreign  af- 
fairs minister. 

Britain  and  Spain  have 
been  arguing  about  military 
control  of  Gibraltar  and  its 
seas  and  skies  for  several 


months.  The  issue  has  been 
the  main  obstacle  to  Spain’s 
military  incorporation  into 
the  alliance  at  the  summit  as 
Nato's  secretary-general,  Ja- 
vier Solans,  himself  a Span- 
iard, would  have  wished. 

Spain  Insists  it  should  have 
a Nato  regional  headquarters 
covering  all  its  territory,  in- 
cluding Gibraltar  and  the  Ca- 
nary Islands. 

It  is  willing  to  negotiate  on 
its  restrictions  on  naval  ac- 
cess to  the  Rock  as  it  recog- 
nises Britain's  ownership 
under  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
signed  in  1713.  The  real  prob- 
lem is  over  airspace  restric- 
tions and  the  use  of  Gibral- 
tar's airport  built  on  an 
isthmus  that  links  the  Rock  to 
the  peninsula.  Spain  insists 
Britain  appropriated  the  isth- 
mus illegally. 

The  isthmus  is  not  covered 
by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  Brit- 
ain formally  established  con- 
trol over  It  in  1904  when  it 
built  a gate  setting  the  border 
with  Spain  at  the  mainland. 

Nato  aircraft  approaching 
Gibraltar  have  to  take  a circu- 
itous route  around  Spanish 


air  space  and  conduct  a com- 
plex turning  — 

that  can  be  dangerous  in  high 
winds  — - before  landing. 

Spain  moved  swiftly  to 
gather  support  from  other 
Nato  members  yesterday  and 
said  Britain  would  he  Isolated 
If  it  went  ahead  with  a veto. 

“If  Great  Britain  tries  to 
veto  it  win  find  itself  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  rest  of  the  alli- 
ance and  especially  to  the 
United  States  that  wants 
Spain  in  as  soon  as  possible,” 
a senior  Spanish  foreign  min- 
istry official  said- 

Spain  accused  Mr  Cook  of 
bowing  to  pressure  from  Gi- 
braltar's chief  minister,  Peter 
Caruana,  who  flew  to  London 
for  a meeting  before  the 
summit. 

Mr  Caruana  Is  worried  that 
under  the  planned  Nato 
restructuring  of  the  southern 
Mediterranean,  Spain  will  ac- 
quire command  functions 
over  the  colony.  The  plans  in- 
clude scrapping  the  Nato 
headquarters  in  Gibraltar 
and  replacing  It  with  one  in 
Spain,  while  keeping  Gibral- 
tar as  a British  national  base. 


West  lures  newcomers 
with  hard  sell  on  arms 


David  Fatrhall 
Defence  Correspondent 


JATO’S  expansion  into 
[eastern  Europe,  con- 
I firmed  by  yesterday's 
invitations  from  the  Madrid 
summit  signals  the  start  of  a 
race  by  Western  arms  manu- 
facturers to  re-equip  the  for- 
mer Communist  states  with 
at  least  £20  billion  of  combat 
aircraft,  attack  helicopters, 
radars  and  other  supporting 
equipment 

But  Nato  military  chiefs 
warn  privately  that  candidate 
states  risk  squandering  11m 
ited  resources  that  would  be 
better  spent  putting  their  dis- 
organised, misshapen  armies 
into  order. 

Nato's  confidential  military 
assessment  of  Poland.  Hunga- 
ry and  the  Czech  Republic 
suggests  that  basic  structural 
reforms  to  reverse  decades  Of 
subservience  to  the  Russian- 
dominated  Warsaw  Pact  will 
taka  longer  than  expected.  Ex- 
pensive new  state-of-the-art 
equipment  should  wait 
' A senior  official  said:  “The 
last  thing  they  need  Js  Ameri- 
can senators  whispering, 
“You- buy  lots  of  F-ie  fighter 
aircraft  and  youH  get  into 
Nato  quick’." 

.Western  arms  salesmen 
have,  nevertheless,  been  pre- 
paring the  ground  for  what 
titeyhope  will  grow  into  a big 
new  market  They  have  prom- 
ises from  the  first  three  candi- 
date states  to  replace  Russian 
MiGs  and  Sukhois  with  West- 
ern combat  aircraft  when 
they  have  the  funds. 

Countries  not  yet  on  the  in- 
vitation list  have  made  simi- 
lar-promises. In  Romania’s 
case,  a bill  on -dollar  deal  has 
been  sealed  to  buy  United 
States  attack  helicopters. 

. Aerospace  companies  com- 


peting for  the  first  crucial 
orders  include  two  American 
giants,  Lockheed  Martin  with 
its  F-1G  and  McDonnell  Doug- 
las with  the  F-18,  Sweden’s 
Saab  and  British  Aerospace 
pushing  the  Gripen,  and  the 
French  Dassault  offering  the 
Mirage  2000. 

The  salesmen  have  set  np 
offices  in  Warsaw,  Prague 
and  Budapest,  flown  in  dem- 
onstration aircraft  to  tempt 
local  air  forces  and  prepared 
offeet  arrangements  to  soften 
the  financial  pain. 

The  two  US  corporations 
are  reported  to  have  direct 
government  backing  in  the 
form  of  a “no-cost”  leasing 
offer  of  US  air  force  F-I6s  and 
US  navy  F-18s.  Last  December 
the  Pentagon  provided  indi- 
rect support  by  adding 


Hillary  Clinton 
joins  forum 

Hillary  cunton  wm 
join  hundreds  of  lead- 
ing women  in  Vienna  today 
for  a three-day  forum 
aimed  at  boosting  the  role 
of  women  in  the  new  de- 
mocracies of  central  and 
eastern  Europe. 

The  forum,  sponsored 
and  chaired  by  the  United 
States  ambassador  to  Aus- 
tria, Swanee  Hunt  is  the 
first  big  women’s  congress 
since  the  United'  Nations 
conference  in  Beijing  two 
years  ago,  which  Mrs  Clin- 
ton also  attended,  to  the  an- 
noyance of  the  . Chinese 
authorities. 

MS  Hunt  said  the  plan 
was  for  the  women  to  share 
expertise  and  develop  an 
East-West  support  network 
to  help  build  democracy  in 
the  region.  — - Reuter. 


Poland,  Hungary  and  the 
Czech  Republic  to  an  export 
loan  guarantee  scheme  which 
underwrites  the  sale  or  lease 
of  US  equipment 

The  aircraft  salesmen  have 
a common  strategy:  get  a few 
products  into  service  in  east- 
ern Europe,  if  necessary  by 
initially  almost  giving  them 
away,  to  create  a longer-term 
dependence.  “Whoever  gets  in 
first  win  have  a lock  for  the 
next  quarter  century,"  said  a 
US  Aerospace  Industries 
Association  officiaL 

The  Russians  have  virtually 
abandoned  any  hope  of  a big 
stake  in  a market  where  they 
were  once  monopoly  suppli- 
ers. They  are  reported  to  have 
offered  Hungary  30  new  cam- 
bat  aircraft  fix*  less  than  a 
third  of  the  £7P0mfUfon  price 
quoted  by  Western  suppliers, 
but  the  high  cost  of  operating 
Soviet-designed  aircraft,  the 
risk  of  spares  not  being  avail- 
able and  the  politics  of  Nato 
enlargement  give  them  little 
chance. 

Saab,  joined  by  British 
Aerospace  in  developing  and 
marketing  the  Gripen  multi- 
role combat  aircraft,  was  the 
first  to  stake  its  claim  in  Bu- 
dapest, signing  a memoran- 
dum of  understanding  with 
the  government  in  1995. 

Last  month,  Hungarian  air 
force  pilots  were  Invited  to  fly 
the  Gripen  at  Linkoping  in 
Sweden,  but  it  proved  impos- 
sible to  conclude  a sale  before 
the  Madrid  summit. 

The  US  corporations,  mean- 
while, have  strengthened 
their  bids  by  signing  offset 
framework  agreements  with 
Hungary,  whereby  the  initial 
costing  of  buying  their  air- 
craft will  be  balanced  by  in- 
ward investment  or  recipro- 
cal purchases.  Poland  says  it 
too  will  be  looking  for  sub- 
stantial economic  offsets. 


Taking  time  out  from  the  Madrid  summit  yesterday  were,  from  left,  Denmark’s  Pool  Nyrup  Rasmussen.  Belgium's  Jean -Luc  Dehaene.  Chancellor 
Helmut  Kohl,  Turkey’s  Suleyman  DemireL,  President  Bill  Clinton,  Italy’s  Romano  Prodi  and  Iceland’s  David  Oddsson  photograph:  roherto  pfiel 


Little  Hans  turns  the  other 
” cheek  in  bitter-sweet  tales 


A Communist  Workers’  Party  activist  takes  part  In  a rally 
ontside  the  US  embassy  in  Budapest  yesterday  opposing 
Hungary’s  joining  Nato  photograph-  andras  keg  yes 


Kate  Connolly  in  Prague  dips  into 
Nato’s  welcoming  gift  and  finds  the 
alliance  playing  Brothers  Grimm 


ONCE  upon  a time  a 
group  of  friendly 
countries  came 
together  and  promised  to 
protect  each  other  from  a 
big,  bad  hear  aid  his  allies. 
They  built  one  of  the  big- 
gest military  machines  ever 
known  and  painted  it  at  the 
lands  behind  the  so-called 
Iron  Curtain  which  stood 
between  them. 

But  that  was  then.  Now 
the  16  countries  of  Nato 
have  decided  to  open  their 
doors  to  some  of  their  for- 
mer enemies!  to  point 
weapons  at  someone  else 
and.  as  a welcoming  gift, 
they  have  presented  them 
with  a multicultural  story 
book. 

The  11-13-year-olds  at 
Prague’s  First  Language 
School  who  received  the 
180-page  Nato  Story  Book 
may  be  forgiven  for  think- 
ing that  Nato  — once  the 
dragon  to  the  Warsaw 
Pact's  knights  — has  as- 
sumed the  role  of  the 
Brothers  Grimm- 
Published  in  English  by 
the  Brussels-based  Manfred 
Woerner  Foundation,  the 
colourful  book  introduces 
students  to  folk  tales  from 
the  Nato  countries,  includ- 


ing Pinocchio  from  Italy, 
Johnny  Appleseed  from  the 
United  States  and  Dick 
Whittington  from  Britain. 

The  idea  is  not.  say  the 
publishers,  to  promote 
Nato  security  policy,  but  to 
“spread  good  feelings  about 
Nato  at  a cultural  level".  It 
is  hard,  however,  to  sepa- 
rate the  two. 

The  heady  days  of  the 
cold  war  now  over,  we 
should  stop  slapping  each 
other,  according  to  a Ger- 
man entry  called  A Slap  In 
The  Face: 

“When  his  big  brother 
slapped  him  in  the  face 
agarnT  Hans  said:  ‘Next  time 
I'm  going  to  get  back  at  him! 
If  he  slaps  me  I’m  going  to 
slap  him  right  back.  It’s 
only  fair  . . Hans  thought 
about  it  for  a while  and 
then  said  to  hlmaelft  *1  don’t 
think  violence  in  a family  is 
a very  good  idea'.” 

East  Germans,  of  course, 
might  see  parallels  closer 
to  home. 

Another  German  tale  is 
harder  to  interpret.  Called 
My  Chubby  Little  Hans,  a 
boy  wonders  at  the  power 
he  has  over  the  fete  of  his 
parents,  after  his  mother 
turns  to  tranquillisers 


when  he  has  an  exam  and 
his  fether's  hair  turns  grey 
when  be  fails.  They  both 
then  die  of  shock  when  he 
is  forced  to  repeat  the  year. 

Turkey  provides  a sober- 
ing lesson  in  the  enforce- 
ment of  intercultural  mix- 
ing in  Toor  and  Oonch, 
about  a love  affair  between 
an  orange  and  lemon  tree 
out  of  which  the  sweet  and 
sour  tooroonch  fruit  is 
born. 

Jan  Kramek.  an  MP  and 
deputy  chairman  of  the 
Czech  parliament’s  defence 
committee  who  presented 
the  book,  said  the  stories 
were  supposed  to  interest 
the  children  in  the  aims 
and  objectives  of  Nato  as 
well  as  teaching  them 
English. 


He  faced  tough  questions 
from  the  book's  recipients, 
such  as:  "What’s  the  point 
of  an  alliance  if  there’s  no 
war  on?”  and  “What  will 
the  costs  be?"  Opinion  polls 
have  consistently  shown 
the  Czech  Republic  to  be  by 
far  the  coollest  of  the  cen- 
tral European  frontrunners 
towards  joining  the  bloc. 

But  the  Czech  Republic. 
Poland  and  Hungary  are  all 
hoping  that  after  the  “yes" 
vote  in  Madrid  they  are 
also  on  the  road  to  greater 

economic  prosperity  — al- 
though, it  will  be  recalled, 
it  was  Dick  Whittington 
who  failed  to  find  streets  of 
gold. 


Kidnappings  rattle  fragile  peace  in  Chechenia 


James  Meek  in  Moscow  reports  on  the  latest  violence  that  has 
unnerved  Russia  and  threatens  stability  in  the  North  Caucasus 


THE  GHOST  of  the  late 
Chechen  rebel  leader 
Dzhokhar  Dudayev 
rose- to  haunt  Moscow  yes- 
terday, as  the  deaths  of 
nla*  Russian  paramilitary 
poUoemcn  in  a bomb  blast 
and  - the  kidnapping  of  a 
French  aid  worker  rattled 
the.  fragile  pence  in  the 
North  Caucasus. 

Both  incidents  took  place 
hi  'mate  lyJMnsIim  autono- 
mous regions  bordering 
Chechenia,  eantng  to  mind 
General  Dudayev’s  fre- 
quent warnings  that  Rus- 
sia’s attempts  to  impose  its 

-w&wtbe  North  Caucasus 

would  engulf  the  whole 

rogkminconfflct, 

.Two.  Britons,  Camilla 


Carr  and  Jon  James,  are 
among  up  to  24  people 
being  held  hostage  by  dif- 
ferent, unknown  captors 
there.  Yesterday  morning’s 
attack  on  Russian  interior 
ministry  troops-  in  Dage- 
stan, the  autonomous 
region  to  the  east  of  Che- 
chenia, was  one  of  the 
worst  since  Russian  troops 
polled  out  of  Chechenia  in 
last  year’s  peace  deaL 
The  bomb,  detonated  by 
radio  control,  was  planted 
next  to  a bridge  outside  the 
town  of  Khasavyurt,  near 
the. bottler  with  Chechenia. 
It  was  set  off  as  a truck  car- 
rying the  soldiers,  most  of 
them  from  Moscow  and  St 
Petersburg,  went  past.  Nine 


were  killed  and  at  least  10 
injured. 

Khasavyurt  is  an  area 
with  a large  ethnic  Che- 
chen population  and  fed- 
eral government  attempts 
to  control  movement  across 
the  border  between  Dage- 
stan and  Chechenia  — the 
job  these  troops  were  doing 
— is  certain  to  have  raised 

tension  locally. 

General  Anatoly  Kulikov, 
the  Russian  government 
figure  directly  responsible 
for  the  soldiers,  who  is  cur- 
rently on  holiday,  has  been 
one  of  the  bitterest  critics 
of  the  Chechen  peace  settle- 
ment. He  is  likely  to  take 
the  latest  bloodshed  as  fur- 
ther proof  that  federal 


forces  should  never  have 
admitted  defeat  and  left  the 
capital,  Grozny. 

To  the  west  of  Chechenia, 
in  the  relatively  safe  auton- 
omous region  of  Ingushe- 
tia, it  emerged  that  a 
French  aid  worker  with  the 
Medecins  San  Fro n tie  res 
charity  had  been  abducted. 
Andre  Christoph,  aged  40, 
was  seized  from  the  MSF 
building  in  the  Ingush  capi- 
tal, Nazran,  after  a com- 
pound guard  was  over- 
powered and  tied  np  by  the 
attackers. 

Although  the  Ingush  are 
close  ethnic  kin  to  the  Che- 
chens, their  territory  es- 
caped most  of  the  fighting 
during  the  war  and  have  so 
far  been  mainly  spared  the 
epidemic  of  kidnappings  in 
Grozny. 

An  MSF  spokeswoman 
said  Mr  Christoph  had  been 


kidnapped  during  the  night 
of  July  1-2.  hot  it  bad  kept 
his  disappearance  secret  for 
fear  of  endangering  his  life. 

The  Chechen  authorities 
claim  the  kidnappings  and 
bombings  in  and  around 
Chechenia  are  the  work  of 
the  Russian  secret  services. 

Angered  by  another  kid- 
napping incident  yester- 
day. in  which  five  Chechens 
were  seized  from  a bus  by 
hostage-takers  in  the  au- 
tonomous region  of  North 
Ossetia,  the  Chechen 
leader.  Aslan  Maskhadov. 
said  the  events  were  “links 
in  a chain,  aimed  at  desta- 
bilising the  region  and 
m« icing  the  world  believe 

that  the  Chechen  people 
cannot  create1  their  own 
state". 

Others  believe  ransom 
money  is  the  reason  behind 
kidnappings. 


UN  plays  ‘last  ace’  for  Cyprus  solution 


HdfartBfol  DuAthfai 


IN  THB  mofii  determined 
drive  yet  to  solve  one  of 
Western  .diplomacy's  long- 
.eti-nauUnff  disputes.  United 
Nations  sponsored  talks  be- 
tWMB .-‘Cmnitfr.  Greek  and 
Turkish  leaders  wifi  begin  In 
earnest  today  under  the 
wafafafiji  eye  of  Richard  Hoi*, 
brooke.  Washington’s  new  «n- 
voytoUi#  island. 

The  New  Ywrk  meeting  wifi 
be  fit*  first  feeeJo-fere  en- 


counter in  -nearly  three  years 
between  President  Glafcos 
derides  and  the  Turkish  Cyp- 
riot strongman,  Rauf  Denk- 
to*h.  Peace  efforts  on  Cyprus 
have  feiled  repeatedly  since 
1974.  when  Turkey  seized  Its 
northern  third  following  an 
Athens-inspired  coup  aimed 
at  uniting  it  with  Greece. 

Turkey  has  since  main- 
tained some  35,000  troops  on 
the  tfTwd-  where  namues  of 
barbed  wire  divides  the  two 

yyimmynmes. 

No  one  believes  the  five-day 


negotiations  will  result  in  a 
quick  breakthrough.  Even  Mr 
derides,  who  heads  the  is- 
land’s only  internationally 
recognised  government,  says 
be  does  not  foresee  a settle- 
ment before  presidential  elec- 
tion* next  February. 

Mr  Denktash,  the  self-pro- 
claimed leader  of  the  impov- 
erished breakaway  Turkish 
republic,  has  also  made  it 
clear  he  is  in  no  mood  to 
make  concessions. 

But  the  appointment  of  Mr 
Holbrooke,  a bard-nosed  dip- 


lomat who  admits  that  he 
“screamed  and  yelled"  his 
way  to  Imposing  a ceasefire 
an  Bosnia  in  1995.  signals  a 
significant  turning  point  for 
the  peace  process,  a senior 
American  diplomat  in  Nico- 
sia “Richard  is  our  last 
ace  up  our  sleeve.  If  he  feils. 
well  throw  our  hands  up.” 

His  appointment  points  to 
President  Clinton's  support 
for  UN  proposals  to  re- unite 
the  communities  in  a loose, 
two-zone  federation,  'it's  ob- 
vious that  for  the  first  time 


ever  the  international  com- 
munity means  business  on 
this  issue,’’  said  a former  Cyp- 
riot attorney-generaL 
Last  month,  Mr  Holbrooke 
voiced  concern  that  the  vola- 
tile southern  Balkans  could 
be  dragged  into  the  conflict 
should  tensions  escalate.  - 
"Cyprus  now  has  a deadline 
that  it  never  had  before,"  said 
a diplomat  in  Nicosia.  “The 
hope  is  that  there  talks  will 
secure  enough  progress  for 
the  timebomb  to  be  put  per- 
manently on  hold." 


Chorus  of  dissent  on 
euro  drowns  out  Kohl 


Lajn  Traynor  In 


Bonn 


ONLY  a few  months 
away  from  what  Theo 
Waigel,  the  finance 
minister,  has  dubbed  the 
euro's  “hour  of  truth",  Ger- 
many has  finally  succumbed 
to  what  Chancellor  Helmut 
Kohl  for  so  long  sought  to 
suppress  — a raging  debate 
on  the  risks  of  the  single 
European  currency. 

While  Mr  Kohl  chants  his 
mantra  "the  euro  is  coming” 
in  the  seeming  hope  that  faith 
alone  can  swing  the  argu- 
ment, his  critics  are  breaking 
cover  in  ever  greater 
numbers. 

It  is  one  measure  or  Mr 
Kohl’s  growing  vulnerability 
that  the  EMU-sceptics  can  no 
longer  be  cowed  into  silence 
by  a pithy  putdown  from  him, 
but  are  now  bold  enough  to 
dismantle  point-by-point  his 
rationale  for  the  euro. 

Gerhard  Schroeder,  bis 
Social  Democrat  challenger, 
counters  Mr  Kohl's  lofty  talk 
of  fateful  decisions  with 
down-to-earth  shrugs  that  to 
delay  the  euro  beyond  its  1999 
launch  date  would  be  less 
than  disastrous. 

The  anti-Kohl  cheerleader 
on  the  conservative  side,  Ed- 
mund Stoiber  of  Bavaria, 
wages  reftises  to  observe  a 
truce  In  his  war  of  words  with 
Mr  Kohl,  despite  the  chancel- 
lor's clear  exasperation. 

Mr  Schroeder  is  the  prime 
minister  of  Lower  Saxony.  Mr 
Stoiber  is  the  prime  minister 


of  Bavaria.  Both  are  heavy 
weight  politicians,  potential 
German  leaders,  and  defi- 
nitely not  anti-European. 

They  have  just  been  joined 
by  another  couple  of  very 
senior  figures:  Heinz  Schleus- 
ser.  the  finance  minister  of 

Germany’s  roost  populous 
state,  North-Rhine  Westialia. 
and  his  Bavarian  counter- 
part, Erwin  Huber.  One  is  on 

the  centre-left,  the  other  on 
the  centre-right. 


The  sceptics  can 
no  longer  be 
cowed  into  silence 
by  the  chancellor 


While  much  of  the  criticism 
of  the  chancellor’s  euro-policy 
is  eiectorally  driven,  the 
splits  run  within  rather  than 
between  the  main  parties. 

Mr  Stoiber  is  immersed  in  a 
feud  with  his  party  leader,  Mr 
WaigeL  Mr  Schroeder  contra- 
dicts the  stance  of  his  party 
leader,  Oskar  Lafontalne. 

Most  of  the  criticism  is 
founded  not  in  anti-European- 
ism,  but  in  the  fear  that  a pre- 
mature and  wobbly  euro 
would  prove  divisive,  ham- 
pering European  integration. 

In  the  Bundesbank,  in  the 
media,  in  the  universities  and 
in  business  there  is  Increased 
beadshaking,  reinforced  by 
the  difficulties  the  French 
government  faces  this  year 


and  by  Mr  WaJ gel’s  bungling 
of  the  budget 

The  business  lobby,  repre- 
senting the  medium-sized 
firms  that  are  the  backbone  of 
the  German  economy,  has  pri- 
vately warned  Mr  Kohl  that 
global  confidence  in  the  mark 
is  its  most  precious  asset  and 
could  be  ruined  by  a softer 
euro. 

The  big  German  banks  and 
multinationals  may  see  the 
euro  as  a boon,  it  warns,  but  a 
softer  currency  would  wreck 
the  competitive  edge  of  the 
medium-sized  sector.  It  is 
contesting  Mr  Kohl's  view 
that  delaying  the  euro  would 
damage  the  economy  because 
a soaring  mark  would  bit 
exports. 

The  sceptics  enjoy  public 
support  and  may  also  reap 
electoral  dividends.  Polls 
show  a 53-39  opposition  to  the 
euro,  while  Mr  Schroeder  is 
ahead  of  Mr  Kohl  by  a margin 
of  2-1. 

At  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  Wolfgang  Schaeuble,  Mr 
Kohl's  number  two,  floated 
the  idea  of  staggering  entry  to 
EMU  between  1999  and  2002. 
The  proposal  was  designed  to 
soften  the  blow  of  denying 
early  entry  to  Italy,  but  given 
their  budgetary  crises. 
France  and  Germany  could 
also  use  a delay. 

On  Friday  Mr  Waigel  will 
unveil  plans  to  raise  public 
borrowing  for  this  year  by  30 
per  cent  more  than  planned. 
Still  he  insists,  the  budget 
deficit  will  remain  within  the 
3 per  cent  limit  to  join  EMU. 
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The  two  faces  of  sleaze 

It’s  not  just  money:  it’s  also  about  abusing  power 


THE  Nolan  Committee  on  standards  in 
public  life  was  set  up  because  of  sleaze 
at  "the  centre,  not  sleaze  in  local  coun- 
cils. Yet  there  remain  30  to  40  times 
more  elected  officials  in  local  govern- 
ment than  in  Parliament,  and  town  and 
county  hails  still  employ  more  than  two 
million  officers  and  workers  up  and 
down  the  land.  If  the  word  “sleaze”  had 
been  in  use  20  years  ago,  it  would 
undoubtedly  have  been  more  often  ap- 
plied to  local  government  and  local 
politics  than  to  Whitehall  and  Parlia- 
ment Even  today,  local  government 
still  remains  an  unmapped  archipelago 
of  contacts  and  contracts.  The  prima 
facie  case  for  standards  in  local  govern- 
ment to  be  monitored  and  tightened  as 
part  of  the  wider  Nolan  process  was 
indisputable,  and  yesterday’s  report  is 
hugely  important  even  if  inevitably 
less  glamorous  than  its  earlier  work  on 
Parliament 

The  committee  gives  standards  in 
local  government  a general  pat  on  the 
.back.  As  the  Prime  Minister  said  yes- 
* terday,  that  provides  a firm  foundation 
on  which  any  changes  can  be  built  Yet 
behind  these  very  British  civilities,  it  is 
clear  that  major  problems  exist  and 
that  really  major  changes  are  necessary 
to  deal  with  them.  Nolan  lists  no  fewer 
than  39  recommendations,  many  of 
which  are  very  sweeping.  A report 
which  calls  for  radical  change  in  the 
ethical  framework  of  local  government 
can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a clean  bill  of 
health,  and  the  solutions  put  forward 
imply  a much  more  serious  problem 
than  has  been  acknowledged.  The  com- 
mittee’s proposed  new  rules  on  the 
declaration  of  interests  go  far  beyond 
financial  matters  and,  if  enforced, 
would  be  a profound  culture  shock  to 
many  councillors,  especially  those  who 
think  of  themselves  as  representatives 
of  local  interest  groups. 

British  local  government  is  exten- 
sively regulated,  but  file  regulations  are 


Waiting  for  Opposition  to  oppose 

Mexico  now  has  a level  field:  but  where  are  the  other  players? 


THE  RESULT  of  the  Mexican  election 
has  been  hailed  as  an  overnight  victory 
for  democracy  and  power-sharing.  Cer- 
tainly by  comparison  with  so  many 
decades  of  one-party  dominance,  Mex- 
ico has  entered  a new  and  more  hopeful 
political  stage.  Although  the  ruling  In- 
stitutional Revolutionary  Party  (PRI) 
retains  its  position  as  the  largest  force, 
it  has  lost  at  least  two  out  of  six 
governorships  and  the  mayorship  of 
Mexico  City,  and  will  be  outnumbered 
in  the  lower  House  of  Congress  by  the 
combined  opposition  forces.  The  PRI 
has  also  foiled  to  sway  the  election  by 
its  usual  tactics  of  manipulation.  In- 
deed President  Zedillo  has  been  quick 
to  turn  this  to  his  advantage,  insisting 
that  now  “no  one  can  call  Mexico  a one- 
party  state.”  Mr  Zedillo  himself  pushed 
through  the  reforms  which  gave  the 
opposition  a more  equal  share  of  access 
to  the  media.  The  new  mayor  of  Mexico 
City  and  leader  of  the  Party  of  the 
Democratic  Revolution  (PRD),  Cuauhte- 
moc Cardenas  Solorzano,  whose  party 
has  done  most  to  fracture  the  old  politi- 
cal mould,  agrees  that  Mexico  has  had 
at  long  last  “real  elections”.  But  to  call 
this  the  start  of  a “new  era  of  plural- 
ism” is  oversimple. 

Mr  Cardenas  and  his  party,  it  should 
be  remembered,  emerged  in  1987  from 
an  earlier  response  to  electoral  fraud 
and  the  PRI’s  authoritarianism.  The 
conservative  opposition  National 
Action  Party  (PAN)  had  already  been 
formed  in  reaction  to  the  economic 
crisis  provoked  by  President  Lopez  Por- 


tillo in  the  early  1980s.  The  PRI  under 
Carlos  Salinas  continued  to  rule  with 
its  traditional  arrogance.  It  delivered 
policies  to  the  liking  of  North  American 
government  and  business  — notably 
the  North  American  Free  Trade  Agree- 
I ment  — but  at  a high  price.  Its  links 
with  corrupt  drug  lords  and  other  crim- 
inals have  continued  in  ever  higher 
profile  into  the  Zedillo  administration. 
Meanwhile,  the  agrarian  reforms  of  the 
prewar  PRI  have  long  ago  been  sub- 
verted by  landlord  and  agribusiness 
interests.  The  Chiapas  rebellion  three 
years  ago,  followed  by  the  collapse  of 
the  peso  a year  later,  are  a reminder  off 
the  highly  uneven  effects  of  Mexican 
development  Mexico  now  offers  a case 
study  for  critics  of  globalisation  who 
argue  that  billions  of  dollars  of  invest- 
ment do  little  or  nothing  for  the  margin- 
alised poor.  A study  this  year  showed 
that  50  per  cent  of  all  Mexicans  are 
regarded  as  “extremely  poor”  com- 
pared to  31  per  cent  in  1993.  Civil 
liberties  continue  to  be  a murky  area: 
Amnesty’s  latest  report  claims  wide- 
spread torture  by  police  and  the  army, 
while  those  responsible  for  human 
rights  violations  do  so  with  impunity. 

If  the  ruling  party  has  been  compelled 
to  give  ground  and  concede  a reason- 
ably level  playing  field,  this  is  because 
of  immense  social  and  economic  pres- 
sures which  can  no  longer  be  contained 
by  the  usual  means:  but  they  still 
remain  to  be  tackled.  Much  depends  on 
whether  the  polarised  opposition  par- 
ties can  now  play  an  effective  role. 


No  need  to  press  panic  buttons 

But  Labour  Is  Imprisoned  by  Its  manifesto  pledges 


WOULDN’T  it  be  nice  to  think  that  the 
Government  was  pursuing  subtle  tac- 
tics to  force  the  pound  up  while  we  go 
on  holiday  (it  now  buys  10  francs  com- 
pared with  eight  a year  ago)  in  order  to 
bring  it  down  again  when  we  get  back? 
Nice  but  foncifUL  The  strong  pound  is 
the  result  of  a tragic  mismatch  between 
fiscal  and  monetary  policy  which  is 
forcing  a reluctant  Bank  of  England  to 
raise  rates  (thereby  sucking  in  more 
overseas  money)  to  puncture  a con- 
sumer boom  that  wasn’t  tackled  in  the 
Budget  Gordon  Brown  raised  enough 
taxes  but  from  the  wrong  places.  He 
drained  pension  fluids  and  utilities  in- 
stead of  milking  the  consumer.  More 
taxes  would  have  removed  the  need  for 
higher  interest  rates  and  hastened  the 
day  when  they  could  be  lowered. 

This  is  tricky  at  a time  when  ster- 
ling’s strength  is  partly  down  to  uncer- 
tainty about  the  euro.  It’s  really  a case 
of  nothing  ventured,  nothing  gained. 


Sterling  has  now  soared  to  rates  Britain 
couldn’t  sustain  when  the  pound  was 
locked  into  the  Exchange  Rate  Mecha- 
nism. The  result  is  that  Britain’s  manu- 
facturing base  is  under  the  strongest 
threat  since  the  worst  excesses  of  Mrs 
Thatcher’s  era  when  Labour  rightly 
railed  against  the  damage  that  was 
being  inflicted  on 

Yesterday's  rise  in  inflation  from  2^ 
per  cent  to  ZS  per  cent  wasn’t  a signal 
to  press  the  panic  button.  It  was  mainly 
due  to  housing  costs  (the  effect  of  past 
— debatable  — Increases  in  interest 
rates)  plus  unusually  high  prices  for 
seasonal  foods  because  of  the  weather. 
The  price  of  household  goods  actually 
dropped  last  month  and  over  the  past 
year  have  risen  by  only  0.9  per  cent  Yet 
it  looks  almost  inevitable  that  the  Bank 
of  England  will  be  forced  to  raise  inter- 
est rates  again.  Labour  will  rue  file  day 
it  promised  not  to  increase  income  tax 
for  the  lifetime  of  the  Parliament 


a mess.  They  provide,  as  Nolan  too 
tactftdly  puts  it  a lack  of  clarity  about 
standards  which  can  easily  lead  to 
wrongdoing.  Instead,  Nolan  is  now  pro- 
posing a new  offence  of  “misuse  of 
public  office”  and  foe  establishment  of 
a Local  Government  Tribunal  which 
would  put  much  stronger  outside  con- 
straints on  all  councils,  and  which 
would  be  particularly  important  in 
places  with  de  facto  one-parly  rule.  The 
reality  is  that  local  government  is  run 
by  councillors  who  are  unpaid,  politi- 
cally-appointed officers  who  often  earn 
less  than  their  equivalents  in  the  pri- 
vate sector,  and  low-paid  unskilled 
workers  who  are  desperate  to  protect 
their  jobs.  Though  the  ethic  of  public 
service  undoubtedly  remains  gratify- 
ingiy  strong  in  many  cases,  the  tempta- 
tions to  misuse  of  office  are  also  power- 
ful, and  to  some  extent  structural. 
Controversial  cases,  like  Tory  West- 
minster and  Labour  Liverpool,  have 
shown  it  is  too  easy  for  a culture  of 
abuse  of  power  to  become  established. 
But  the  problems  exist  in  less  dramatic 
ways  in  lower  profile  local  authorities 
too.  Financial  favouritism  *»nd  commer- 
cial cosiness  are  occupational  hazards 
of  all  local  government 
Labour,  which  currently  controls 
much  of  local  government  likes  to 
think  of  itself  as  the  uncorrupt  political 
party.  But  it  is  not  always  as  uncorrupt 
as  it  pretends,  and  it  is  certainly  not  as 
equitable.  For  sleaze  is  not  merely 
about  accepting  money:  It  is  also  about 
monopolising  foe  networks  of  power. 
Labour’s  plans  for  devolution  and  other 
new  tiers  of  local  government  win  in- 
troduce new  arenas  for  all  these  prob- 
lems to  develop.  Labour  should  there- 
fore not  pick  and  choose  among  foe 
Nolan  recommendations.  If  it  shows  the 
same  wnHiiiRlusm  for  upHilnted  Nolan 
in  government  as  it  did  for  undiluted 
Nolan  in  opposition,  then  Labour  will 
have  passed  an  important  test 


Letters  to  the  Editor 


On  Aitken, 
from  a friend 


Stags  caught  in  crossfire 


FOLLOWING  the  Guard- 
ian's line  that  anyone  who 


P fan's  line  that  anyone  who 
criticises  it  must  be  insane, 
your  diarist  (July  8)  asks  me 
to  “sit  an  Independent  psychi- 
atric test  to  end  these  malevo- 
lent smears".  I would  be 
happy  to  do  so,  any  time,  on 
condition  you.  Sir,  and  your 
predecessor  as  editor,  Peter 
Preston,  sit  an  independent 
tie-detector  test  an  your  cover- 
age of  Jonathan  Aitken. 

Paul  Johnson. 

29  Newton  Road, 

London  W25JR. 


WHETHER  intentional  or 
not,  year  Quick  Cross- 
word (July  7)  has  a familiar 
theme  about  it  Would  I be 
wrong  in  assuming  that,  dues 
19  across:  “Attack  — accusa- 
tion"; 26  across:  "Fraud”,  and 
one  across:  "Artificial  sweet- 
ener”— not  to  mention  one  or 
two  others,  are  purely  coinci- 
dental and  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  recent  events  con- 
cerning Mr  Hamilton,  Mr  A1 
Fayed  and  Mr  Greer?  One  last 
twist  of  the  knife,  perhaps? 
Jon  Moseting. 

7 Fortunes  Field, 

Broad  Hinton, 

Swindon,  Wilts  SN4  9PW. 


IF  THE  stag-hunters  of  Ex- 
moor are  as  concerned  to 
protect  the  red  deer  as  Ted 
Hughes  assumes  (The  hart  of 
the  mystery.  July  5),  why 
does  he  feel  that  they  would 
permit  their  slaughter  if 
hunting  with  hounds  were  to 
be  banned?  It  must  be  in  the 
interest  of  the  huge  tourist  In- 
dustry. with  so  many  farm 
B&Bs,  to  maintain  the  red 
deer  as  a wildlife  attraction. 

Drag  hunting  would  ensure 
the  viability  of  hounds, 
horses  and  jobs.  The  abolition 
of  otter  hunting  was  greatly 
resisted  at  the  time  but  has 
led  to  these  delightful  crea- 
tures returning  to  areas 
where  they  had  not  been  seen 
for  yean. 

Deer  would  still  have  to  be 
culled  and  this  could  be  done 
by  farmers  working  with  deer 
management  groups,  the 
cuHed  animals  being  shared 
amongst  the  group  members. 
To  prevent  poaching, 
following  a ban  on  hunting,  it 
is  egsantifli  that  heavy  finas 
and/or  imprisonment  be 
introduced. 

John  Butter. 

TTakpfhH  Tftarm,  f.halfham, 

Barnstaple  EX32  7LB. 


THE  people  of  Exmoor  are 
in  foe  same  position  as 


■ in  foe  same  position  as 
aboriginal  hunting  people 
around  the  world.  They  are 
dependent  on  the  natural 
world  through  their  hunting 
The  urban  people  think  foe 
aboriginal  people  of  Exmoor 
are  uncivilised  and  crueL 

However,  if  the  hunting  cul- 
ture is  crashed,  the  status  of 
the  hunted  will  diminish  (in 
reality  and  symbol)  and  they 
will  become  a mere  pecuniary 
asset  or  a pest 
If  hunting  is  banned  on  Ex- 
moor, the  deer  will  be  wiped 
out  and  foe  foxes  persecuted. 
Charlie  dePtfat 
117  Pipersfield. 

Uckfield, 

East  Sussex  TM225YM. 


deer  enriches  our  lives 
(whether  we  have  seen  them 
or  not),  and  we  would  want 
foa*  to  continue  for  further 
generations. 

Bos  Hancock. 

67  Brooklands  Avenue, 

Sheffield  S10  4GB. 


TED  Hughes  argues  that 
we  should  retain  hunting 


in  order  to  retain  foe  deer.  I 
But  he  does  not  explain  why  I 
we  should  retain  the  deer. 

The  economic  value  of 
hunting  is  probably  far  out- 
weighed by  the  cost  of  dam- 
age to  crops,  and  1 doubt  that 
losing,  foe  deer  would  ad- 
versely affect  foe  environ- 
ment No,  foe  only  loss  would 
be  ours.  The  presence  of  foe 


TED  Hughes’s  arguments 
are  simply  a justification 
for  hunt  followers’  hloodlust 
It  is  worrying  that  in  & mod- 
on  society,  there  are  people 
who  wish  to  cause  foe  max- 
imum of  pain  in  the  nama  of 
sport  and  then  seek  to  justify 
themselves  by  rfafentwy  they 
are  doing  it  to  protect  foe 
very  animal  they  are  about  to 
torture. 

R Bridle. 

Oak  Cottage, 

Woody  Bay, 

Parracombe, 

Barnstaple, 

Devon  EX314QE-  ' 


We  do  not  publish  letters  where 
only  an  e-mail  address  Is 
supplied;  please  Include  a full 
postal  address.  We  may  edit 
-letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
Hkely  to  appear.  We  regret  we 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not 
used 


IF  your  story  (Labour  at  war 
lover  Scots.  July  8)  is  right, 
and  I fear  it  is,  I wonder  how 
much  those  in  foe  Cabinet 
who  are  trying  to  water  down 
Labour's  dear  promises  to 
legislate  on  the  lines  of  the 
Scottish  Constitutional  Con- 
vention’s report  actually 
know  about  Scottish  politics 
and  public  opinion?  The 
pledge  is  to  give  all  powers  to 
the  Scottish  Parliament,  ex- 
cept those  that  relate  to  for- 
eign affairs,  defence,  immi- 
gration, social  security  and 
macro-economics. 

The  addition  of  a further  ex- 
emption for  abortion  law 
might  not  matter  very  much 
as  such.  Presumably  all  UK 
legislation  outside  the 
retained  powers  will  remain 
law  until  and  unless  the  Scot- 
tish Parliament  legislates  dif- 
ferently, and  to  raise  a major- 
ity for  real  change,  whatever 
Cardinal  Winning  says, 
would  be  very  difficult  and 
unlikely.  But  such  a retention 
opens  foe  door  for  all  kinds  of 
exemptions  to  be  moved,  ser- 
ious, wrecking,  and  fatuous. 

the  Scottish  electorate  is 
extremely  volatile,  as  events 
tike  foe  Govan  by-election 
whenever  a party  is 


High-flying  prince  reaches  new  depths 


LAST  Thursday  I flew  on 
British  Airways  Flight 


L-British  Airways  Flight 
BA34  from  Jakarta  to  Heath- 
row. I was  advised  foe  day  be- 
fore that  departure  had  been  i 
brought  forward  and  esti- 
mated time  of  arrival  delayed  1 
by  45  mini  it  pc  On  the  day  of 
departure,  BA  Jakarta 
reminded  passengers  that  the 
flight  would  leave  at  18.50 
sharp — we  left  at  19.30. 

On  arrival  at  Manila  (a  di- 
version from  Kuala  Lumpur) 
we  were  informed  that  we 
would  be  on  foe  ground  for  an 
hour;  it  was,  in  fact  nearly 
two  hours.  The  passengers 
were  not  allowed  to  leave  the 
aircraft  during  the  wait  Total 
time  on  the  aircraft  was 
nearly  19  hours  compared  to 
the  usual  13  or  so. 

The  reason  for  this  diver- 
sion? To  collect  Prince 
Charles  and  members  of  bis 
entourage.  For  a small  group 
of  people  (10  maximum?)  to 
warrant  inconveniencing  a 
Boeing  747-400  load  of  passen- 


-f^pi^svcE.a, 
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gers  seems  very  similar  to 
stories  of  certain  African 
presidents  upsetting  the 
national  airline’s  schedule  by 
commandeering  its  aircraft 
This  sort  of  practice  smacks 

Of  feudalism.  1 awanwp  that 

foe  only  reason  for  foe  diver- 
sion was  purely  commercial 
and  that  the  fee  earned  by  BA 
was  substantial. 

Mark  Gibson. 

8 Tumour  House, 

Walburgh.  Street, 

London  El  2NJ. 


IS  it  not  time  that  foe  Prince 
of  Wales  stormed  troubling 


I of  Wales  stopped  troubling 
foe  public  with  his  love  prob- 
lems and  followed  the  example 
of  his  great-unde  by  resigning 
(Queen  Camilla  goes  courting, 
July  5f!  Be  could  then  live  in 
bliss  with  Camilla.  It  Is  time 
he  got  off  foe  stage  and  we  are 
relieved  of  the  possibility  of  a 
Charles  lit  foe  first  two  were 
bad  enough. 

J G Hunter. 

Wesfoouse  Lodge,  Ingjeton, 
Lancaster  LA6  8NZ. 


It’s  a wild  life  On  the  bridge  Space  costs 

/VS  ORGANISER  of  the  ^PHE  Millennium  Commie-  “f "HE  Royal  Greenwich  Ob- 
/iGlastonbury  Festival  and  I sion-backed  scheme  to  re-  I servatory  director’s  com- 


AS  ORGANISER  of  the 
/iGiastonbury  Festival  and 
farmer  of  the  land  on  which  it 
is  held.  I would  like  to  reply 
to  foe  letter  (July  2)  from  my 
neighbour  John  Fletcher, 
who  has  become  notorious  for 
his  unfriendliness  to  the 
festival. 

As  he  well  knows.  Worthy 
Farm  has  one  cf  foe  best  col- 
lections of  wildlife  in  Somer- 
set We  are  borne  to  a large 
population  of  foxes,  badgers, 
rabbits,  hares  and  songbirds; 
hti/i  an  exceptionally  tiigh 
number  of  wild  flowers  flour- 
ish here,  including  the  rarest 
of  heath-spotted  orchids. 

This  results  from  the  loving 
care  my  family  have  put  in 
for  over  a century,  and  the 
fact  that  we  farm  foe  land  or- 
ganically'— n<rfng  no  chemi- 
cal fertilisers  or  pesticides, 
and  keeping  foe  density  of 
grazing  cattle  low. 

John  may  also  notice  from 
his  window  the  many  thou- 
sands cf  crows  and  rooks  that 
fly  in  every  sunrise  to  pick  up 

the  remains  of  the  brown  rice 
and  flapjacks  dropped  by  fes- 
tival stallholders  and  their 
customers. 

I am  gratified  that,  after  27 
years  of  festivals,  my  farm 
remains  a haven  for  all  man- 
ner of  wildlife  and  people 
alike. 

Long  may  It  remain  so. 
Michael  Eavis 
Glastonbury  Festivals  Ltd. 
Worthy  Farm, 

Pflteo, 

Sfceptan  Mallet 
Somerset  BA4  4BY. 


THE  Millennium  Commis- 
sion-backed scheme  to  re- 
design Htmgerford  Bridge  is 
being  held  up  by  an  inept, 
penny-pinching  Westminster 
Council  (Bridge  of  sighs,  G2, 
July  7).  While  I accept  that  foe 
council  must  defend  the  inter- 
ests of  those  who  are  helping 
to  pay  for  the  scheme  through 
the  pounds  they  push  tntn 
parking  meters,  this  should 
not  be  at  the  expense  of  decent 
design.  But  Westminster’s  ap- 
proach, "adopt  and  buflcT,  is 
more  accurately  "abduct  and 
boildn,  without  proper  com- 
pensation for  the  architects 
whose  ideas  are  abducted. 

So  far  — in  a way  all  too 
typical  of  Millennium  projects 
— the  architects  have  been  ex- 
pected to  carry  many  of  the 
preliminary  costs,  now  well 
info  six  figures.  Inflation  dur- 
ing the  council's,  prevarication 
— currently  running  at 
around  £80,000  per  month  de- 
layed — will  more  than  eat  up  ! 
any  planned  savings  on  archi- 
tects' fees. 

The  sooner  a strategic  au- 
thority is  put  in  place  which 
can  taka  overall  derisions  in 
such  important  matters,  the 
better.  They  can  no  longer  be 
left  in  the  bands  of.  small- 
minded  lotol  politicians.  The 
Millennium  Commissioners 
should  demonstrate  that  lot- 
tery money  win  be  spent  on 
good  and  lasting  architecture. 
David  Rock. 

President  Royal  Institute 
of  British  Architects. 

66  Portland  Place, 

London  WIN  4AD* 


I servatory  director’s  com- 
ments that  the  decision  to 
close  the  RGO  was  "a  betrayal 
of  a branch  of  science”  (Jobs 
will  go  as  fate  of  observatory 
is  sealed,  July  5)  must  not  go 
unchallenged-  A transfer  of 
the  RGO  to  the  first-rate 
Royal  Observatory,  Edin- 
burgh, should  have  been 
made  nearly  a decade  ago. 

With  our  telescopes  at 
remote  locations  and  gov- 
erned locally,  foe  need  for  two 
UK  bases  has  disappeared. 
Added  to  this  has  been  the 
burgeoning  of  other  exciting 
and  important  areas  o f astro- 
nomical research,  not  least  in 
space-  If  we  are  to  maintain  a 
presence  in  these  branches  of 
science  — which  send  a very 
positive  message  to  foe  youth 
of  our  country,  pointing  up 
the  importance  of  British 

achievements  — then  funds 
must  be  saved  elsewhere  *ru\ 
alas,  some  Institutions  must 
be  run  down. 

The  name  of  the  Royal 
Greenwich  Observatory 
must,  of  course,  be  preserved 
and  I welcome  the  suggestion 
that  It  should  move  back  to: 
Greenwich.  As  a small,  inte- 
gral part  of  the  Old  Observa- 
tory complex  a permanent 
future  would  be  assured  fora 
showcase  for  British  achieve- 
ments in  astronomy  and 
space  science. 

(Prof)  AraoldWolftendafe- 
(Fonner  Astronomer  Royal).  _«■ 


A Country  Diary 


University  of  Durh 
Durham  DHT3LE, 


CEVENNES:  We  walk  west 
from  St  Martin  on  foe  Ar- 
deche.  Cherries  are  picked, 
peaches  and  apricots  ripe  and 
Odds  of  blackcurrants  har- 
vested by  machine.-  In  foe 
hilhs,  away  from  ferifie  valleys 
and  overhanging  river  diffa, 
vast  tracts  of  land  are  virtu- 
ally uninhabited,  wooded  with 
box,  juniper  and  evergreen 
oak.  harbouring  wild  boar. 

Past  subsistence  farmers  have 

Mt  their  marie  tiny  stony 
plots  surrounded  by  massive  | 
vuBs  of,  laboriously . picked  | 

Hmgqtnnp;  gnatied  mulberries  i 
with  sweet, 'white  fruit,  their 
leaves  once  essential,  for  foe 
dfffonct  sflk  industry;  dilapi- 
dated terraces  of  sweet  chest- 
nuts, and,  around  Font  de 
Manivert  in  foe  upper  Tam, 
tiers  of  terraces’  built  from 
granite  boulders,  watered  by 
lOTft?  and  growing  wheat  until 
foe  1950s.  Hgfrerup,  near  foe 
Tarn’s  source  at  Befle  Coste, 
set  amongst  flowery  pastures 
with  yellow  gentians,  wa  hear 
foe  distant  -ttokling  of  Sheep 
beDs»  evidence  that  the  trans- 
Immance  flock,  has  arrived.  A 
few  days  later,  on  the  draJHe 
between  L'Stospitalet  and. 


Mount  Aigoual,  we  come 
across  a small  flock  at  Col 
Salldes,  grazing  under  the 
.watchfol  eyes  of  a shepherd 
and- his  dogs.  The  maiq  flock 
passed  by  a few  weeks  ago, 
zigzagging  down  foe  graded 
path  amongst  mossy  beeches, 
along  crests  and  ridges  of  con- 
voluted, sparkling  schist 
above  deep,  wooded  valleys. 
Tea  years  ago  we  met  a flock 
of  same  800,  preceded  by  the 
continuous  Jangling  of  pens, 
foe  valued  older  sheep  be- 
d«ked  with  brilliant  red,  blue 
am  green  wool  pompoms,  all 
"ranteJ  with  a red  club  and 
the  initials  “PP”.  They  had 
grady  travelled  for  three 
oays  with  six  shepherds,  four 
“OS8  and  horse-drawn  cart 
loaded  with  bedrolls  and  pro- 
visions,  an  route  from  the  hot 
dry  plain  around  Montpelier 


j ■ * — Lycmj] 

towards  the  misty  greenness 
of  Lozere.  Downhill  towards 
Le  VJgan,  fragments  of 
coloured  wool  were  caught  in 
briars.  Few  now  follow  this 
traditional  way.  Sheep  are 
brought  up  in  lorries  and  L*& 
sperou  bests  a transhuman» 

festival.  - 
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Rejoice!  But  Blunkett 
faces  tougher  tests 


receive  the  extra  funding  does  go  on  to  threaten  that 
which  they  enjoyed  in  their  teachers  who  choose  mixed- 


gr ant-maintained  incarna- 
tion. Bxzt  the  distinction  wDl 
itself  do  damage.  The  pecking 
order  which  exists  in  parents' 


minds  produces  selection  by  partnership  with  teachers  it 
rumour  and  superstition,  must  treat  them  as  prafes- 
Fafling  schools  often  start  on  sionals.  No  doctor  would 
the  downward  path  when  allow  the  Secretary  of  State 


parents  regard  them  as 
second  best  It  ends  with  some 
schools  first  being  wrongly 
written  off  and  then  slumping 
into  decline. 


COMMENT  AND  ANALYSIS  9 


Agribusiness 
uncowed  by 
suffering 


ability  will  be  blamed  if  their 
results  are  bad  — whatever 
the  real  cause. 

If  the  Government  wants  a 


Commentary 


Roy 

Hattersley 


for  Health  to  prescribe  far  in- 
dividual patients,  and  •teach- 
ers  cannot  be  coerced  into 
teaching  in  a way  erf  which 
they  disapprove.  The  whole 


. - : . Clearly  the  Government  grossly  overstated  mixed-abil- 

hrvJLfSSf6  a^am,1^Charch  I to  °ff  demands  that  the  has  strong  views  on  the  struc-  ity  argument  is  a throwback 


schools  may  reasonably  cany  remaining  grammar  schools  ture  of  education  within 
out  interviews  to  assess  rah-  should  be  absorbed  into  a schools.  It  believes  that 
gems  or  denominational  com-  non-selective  system.  Kept  in  “mixed-ability  grouping”  has. 
mdment  Flares  should  not  that  political  context,  it  does  In  too  many  cases,  “felled  to 
otherwise  be  offered  on  the  only  limited  damage.  It  is  im-  stretch  the  brightest  and  to 
basis  of  interviews  with  portant  that  David  Blunkett 
Parents  or  pupils.”  The  rail-  does  not  begin  to  believe  that 
glons  exception  to  the  No  the  mantra  real  educa- 
Sdection  rule  w22  be  ex-  tional  importance, 
plotted  by  some  parents  who  ff  he  were  not  concerned 


RSIRIImm,  . l-i.  DUt  II  _ 

EMEftTOER  the  aasor-  perfect  The  comprehensive 
principle  is  edging  its  way 
Blunkett  to  the  Labour  back  toto 
conference:  “Bead  my  Ups.  That  jt  j 


plotted  by  some  parents  who  DT  he  were  not  concerned 
find  feith  as  their  children  ap-  with  structures,  David  Blun- 
proach  1L  But  no  system  is  kett  would  not  create 
perfect  The  comprehensive  “specialist  aohnoii  — focus- 
principle  is  edging  its  way  ing  on  technology,  languages, 
back  into  fashion.  sports  «nri  art”.  But  because 


The  real  way  to 
convince  teachers 
Is  to  spend  more 
on  schools  and  the 
people  who  work 
within  them 


to  the  Bmp  when  confronts- , 
turn  was  thought  to  be  the 
best  way  of  improving  class- 
room performance.  The  Gov- 
ernment can  prove  that  it  has 
grown  out  of  that  nonsense  by 
appointing  a General  Teach- 
ing fimmHi  with  powers  and 
membership  comparable  to  i 
those  extfoyed  by  fee  ruling 

George  Monbiot 


the  outside  of  the  foot.  The 
damage  is  exacerbated  by  aci- 
dosis, caused  by  too  much 
milk-stimulating  food. 

As  a result  of  these  and 
other  torments,  most  dairy 
cows  have  to  be  culled  at  five 

or  six  years  of  age  — about 
one-fifth  of  their  natural  life 
span.  Antibiotic  use  is  irre- 


sponsible  even  by  agricul- 

. . , RpnrriP  Monhint  turai  standards:  the  biochem- 

General  Teaching  Council  ^ m ..... ist  Dr  Alan  Long  reports  that 


vjomereMe.  Read  my  Ups.  That  makes  it  all  the  more  he  does  not  consider  them  im- 
ru°  i^TreftI[tm  °y  ^axnil?a^Pn  extraordinary  that  fee  White  portant,  he  ft»n«  to  face  the 

ortaterview.  R^oreri  The  Paper  reasserted  fee  inteDec-  consequences  of  creatine  an 

Promise  feat  cyidcs  feared  tually  indefensible  notion  etiteTcan  fee  rules  aTnon- 

broken  K repeated  that  it  is  standards,  not  struc-  selective  admission  apply  to 

3 first  £ures'  ^ matter.  The  two  them  — places  for  fee  tone 

in  issues  are  inseparable.  The  deaf  at  music  schools  and 

*?nt’  argur?eilt  about  secondary  room  fbr  fee  obese  in  sport-  Ministers  speaa  as  n mixeo- 

tinn  tw  organisation  has  been  built  centred  establishments?  Even  ability  teaching  is  universal,  tainly  elimination  of  outside 

--  BnHinatheatoagreemmtov^  with  open  entry,  they  wm  It  le  fcr  less  SSTS  ebsolute  ne- 

de^  th*  contribute  to  fee  creation  cf  critics  suggest,  and  can  boast  cessity.  But  soon  local  educa- 

L ^ S®**0™-™11  ressflL  aearJy  the  hierarchy  which  is  built  some  spectacular  successes  tion  authorities  will  have  to 

SSceSiei  DavS  Stonkett  brieves  the  around  fee  new  “foundation  where  the  teaching  has  been  decide  if  they  can  afford  to 

SESSL  expeDence  he  seeks  is  best  schools”.  good  enoueh  to  make  ft  work  maintain  their  nrpRpnf  teach- 

creepmg  return  to  selection 


which  represents  teachers’ 

opinions  will  make  an  im-  SATURDAY  the 

m<>ngp  improvement  to  disas-  J ■researchers  who  aston- 
trously  low  morale.  ^^ished  us  by  unveiling 

But  fee  real  way  to  con-  Dolly  fee  sheep  announced 
vince  teachers  feat  the  Gov-  yet  another  remarkable  con- 
emment  puts  education  at  fee  juring  trick.  Using  genetic  en- 


anti  bio  tics  are  now  being  sub- 
stituted on  some  farms  for 
antiseptic,  massively  increas- 
ing fee  chances  that  danger- 


Dolly  the  sheep  announced  ous  bacteria  will  become  re- 
yet  another  remarkable  con-  sistant  to  drugs. 


respond  to  the  needs  of  those 

who  have  fallen  behind”.  

Ministers  speak  as  if  mixed- 1 them.  The  Budget  helped.  Cer- 
abBity  teaching  is  universaL  [ tainly  elimination  of  outside 


top  of,  its  agenda  is  to  spend  gineering.  they  will,  they 
more  on  schools  and  the  claim,  be  able  to  breed  cows 
people  who  work  within  which  secrete  blood  products 


into  their  mitk_ 

Human  blood  components 
in  cows’  milk  is  revolutionary- 
Had  they  announced,  on  the 


All  this  is  necessary,  milk 
producers  ten  us,  because 
they  have  to  raise  production 
levels  In  order  to  become 
more  competitive.  Yet  Britain 
suffers  from  an  over-produc- 
tion crisis  so  severe  that  the 
European  Union  has  estab- 


David  Blunkett.  believes  the 
excellence  he  seeks  is  best 
achieved  in  comprehensive 


tion  authorities  will  have  to  other  hand,  that  fee  cows  lished  a quota  system,  limit, 
decide  if  they  can  afford  to  were  secreting  their  own  ing  the  amount  of  milk  each 


All  categories  of  schools 


good  enough  to  make  it  work,  maintain  their  present  teach-  Hood  products,  no  one  who  farmer  is  allowed  to  produce 

| fm  - , r ^ ^ lilMlTYeT^  — , Y -f*  — UL  3LJU»IJIft  I The  White  Paper  accepts  that  ing  strength.  The  White  Paper  has  had  any  contact  with  the  (and,  incidentally,  forcing  the 

aive”  structures.  The  idea  that  one  must  be  treated  feirly”  — pre-  “no  single  model  of  grouping  has  much  to  commend  it,  but  dairy  Industry  would  have  poorest  people  in  the  land  to 

arartmic  bkuhS118  fSS*??.,011  for^  “ or^nisatlon.  was  sumably  a promise  that  fbun-  pupils  should  be  imposed  on  fee  really  difficult  decisions  turned  a hair.  The  Ministry  of  subsidise  some  of  the  richest 

ability  will  end.  good  as  another  was  invented  dation  schools  will  not  secondary  schools’’,  but  it  lie  ahead.  Agriculture  permits  what  it  every  time  they  buy  a pint  of 

calls  a “somatic  cell  count"  of  milk).  So  instead  of  increas- 

400,000  per  millilitre  of  milk,  ing  overall  production,  dairy 

This  has  yet  to  be  reliably  farmers  are  now  seeking  to 


simuiomiA  -vnui  ,,,  _ — . — i — uuu  luuii-  puyu*  buuLLui  ue  imposeu  on  toe  reau> 

academic  ability — will  end.  | good  as  another  was  invented  | dation  schools  will  not  I secondary  schools’’,  but  it  I lie  ahead. 


Following  last 
week’s  item  about  the 
vibrant  enthusiasm 
for  New  Labour  in  Liver- 
pool, where  one  local 
branch  averages  two  mem- 
bers per  meeting.  Andy 
Walker  writes  from  Ilford 
with  an  antidote.  “A 
speaker  is  a good  way  to 
boost  attendance.”  says  the 
secretary  of  Seven  Kings 
Branch  Labour  Party.  "Ear- 
lier this  year.  Liz  Davies 
dune  to  onr  ward  to  talk  on 
her  disqualification  as  can- 
didate for  Leeds  North  East 
. . . our  attendance  was 
doubled  and  an  insight  was 
gained  into  how  New 
Labour  works."  Before 
booking  Miss  Davies, 
remember  yesterday’s 
report  on  Leeds  councillor 
Garth  Frankland,  a sup- 
porter  of  hers  whom  the 
NEC  has  summarily  sus- 
pended for  the  extremely 
serious  offence  of  “calling  a 
fhmtbench  person”  (Gor- 
don  Brown)  "a  bastard". 

IN Ug Budget  analysis. 
Boris  the  Jackal  John- 
son reveals  an  enchant- 
ingnewcatchphrase.  "We 
said  he  would  do  it-  He 
hinted  he  would  do  it  and 
now*  strike  me  pink,  Gor- 
don Brown  has  gone  ahead 
anrfdoue  iff"  writes  the 
Telegraph  enforcer.  "He’s 
pot  up  taxes  ...’’Strike  me 
pink  indeed,  but  what  does 
it  mean?  Some  think  they 
recall  the  phrase  from  1950 
B-movtes,  citing  mono- 
logues such  as:  “Born  wivin 
the  sahnd  ofBow  Bells,  1 
woz,  Guvnor,  strike  me 
pink  if  I wasn’t."  Others  be- 
lieve it  to  be  a taunt  first 

heard  in  the  Blind  Beggar 
the  night  George  Cornell 
booked  himself  time  with 
forensics  by  calling  Ronnie 
Kray"a  fiat  poof”.  The 
Jackal  was  out  when  we 
called  yesterday.  “Strike 
you  pink?"  said  the  menac- 
ing basso  proftindo.  *TU 
strUceya  black  and  blue  if 
you  call  back,  ya  little 
bheder.  Now  sodorf." 


Town  and  country 

Blooded  at  nine,  hatred  of  hunting  was  a gut-reaction  for  John  Vidal.  But,  he 
argues,  liberal  city-dwellers  need  to  reassess  their  support  for  a ban  on  field  sports 


VtAS  “blooded”  when  I wiling  has  chimed  well  wife  and  100,000  or  more  people 
was  nine  and  it  was  the  cliched  liberal,  urban  wfll  tomorrow  rally  in  London 
ghastly.  We'd  been  run-  street  politics  of  fee  past  15  to  challenge  these  assump- 
ning  around  fee  Isle  of  years.  Here  it’s  been  pollti-  tlons.  Among  them  will  be 
Wight  behind  a pack  of  cally  cosy  for  people  to  oppose  thousands  who  depend  eom- 
dozy  dogs  when  a fox  — who  bunting  and  a given  that  field  pletely  on  field  sports  and  who 
wasn’t  actually  being  hunted  sports  are  a cruel  anachro-  rightly  feel  threatened  by  the 


pletely  on  field  sports  and  who 
rightly  feel  threatened  by  the 


baiter,  animal  tormentor  and 
far-right  headcase.  but  fee 
vast  majority  win  be  pretty 
innocent  first-timers  on  a 
demonstration. 


cities  being  rooted  as  much  in 
old  class  values  as  in  ethics,  it 
is  as  well  to  note  that  hunts 
have  changed  — except  in 
pockets  they  are  no  longer  fee 


message  they  bring  preserve  of  fee  privileged. 


from  fee  shires  is  for  more 


«mnggwT  itself  in  a hedge,  nigm,  something  to  be  en-  November  vote.  Joining  them  disturbing  for  Blair  and  lib- 


Underp  inning  the  rally  is  a 
genuine  sense  of  resentment 


The  hounds  fell  on  it  and  1 
watched  a grim,  timeless  little 


gaged  in  only  by  fee  rich,  fee  will  be  weekenders,  pony  eraL  metropolitan  Labour  I and  betrayal  of  fee  country- 


scene  wife  a mixture  of  fosci-  tive.  Ban  them?  Of  course. 


idle  or  fee  grossly  insensiti-  riders,  hill  and  cereal  farmers. 


nation  and  horror.  Finally  the 
master  of  the  beagle  pack,  an 


It  has  needed  little  think- 


country  sportsmen  and  a rag- 
bag of  romantics  and  people 


than  may  be  imagined.  It  is 
that  what  people  in  cities  idly 


side  by  policymakers,  and  a 
sense  that  there  is  a nasty 


old  landowner  who  reeked  of  to  no  debate,  to  arrive  at  these 
manure  and  drink,  hauled  me  views.  The  gut-level,  polic- 


ing. less  information  and  next  who  feel  that  they,  too.  want  a 
tone  debate,  to  arrive  at  these  say  in  how  they  live  today, 
views.  The  gut-level,  politi-  Some  are  relatively  new 


call  the  countryside  has  ut-  streak  of  moralising  intoler- 
teriy  changed  in  the  last  30  ance  abroad  in  the  new  Estab- 
years.  lishment.  The  message  for 

Westminster  is  not  that  there 

ANIMAL  welfare  is  is  an  overwhelming  desire  in 
no  longer  fee  pre-  the  British  countryside  to  be 
serve  just  of  fee  cruel  to  mink  or  fox  or  bird  or 
liberal.  Farming  hare,  but  that  fee  political 
has  changed  so  centre  does  not  hold  in  fee 
that  anyone  who  eats  meat  is  same  way  as  before.  It  is  one 


into  the  centre  of  fee  group 
and.  under  the  gaze  of  Wood- 
sated  dogs  and  gin-soaked 
adults,  daubed  blood  on  me. 

My  brutal  initiation  into 


be  group  cally  correct  liberal  response 
erf  Wood-  has  been  quite  enough.  And 
n-soaked  why  not?  Hunting  — like 
on  me.  apartheid,  nuclear  power  and 


tribes,  but  they  shouldn’t  be 
seen  as  “fee  most  shameful 
assembly  of  experts  in  fee  art 
of  cruelty  ever  seen  in  Brit- 


British  hunting  was  as  vio-  — was  years  ago  packed  into 
lent  and  barbaric  an  act  as  the  kitbag  of  fee  left/ green 


a dozen  other  modern  causes  ain”  as  some  of  the  animal  lib 


groups  want  to  portray  them,  that  anyone  who  eats  meat  is 
In  there  is  a strong  streak  of  now  actively  encouraging  a 


the  frilling  i+ootf  i cHTi  tu-  consensus  and  taken,  up  by  Welsh,  Scottish,  even  English  demonstrably  cruel  factory 
stinctively  steer  dear  of  most  any  political  party  that  nationalism.  The  great  major-  system.  The  ecology  and  pet- 


now  actively  encouraging  a thing  to  privately  and  person- 
demonstrably  cruel  factory  ally  oppose  something.  It  is 


of  the  sad  bastards  who  go 
charing  for  or  feather  for  un- 
thinking pleasure.  But  my 
pongmai  disgust  of  gratuitous 


wanted  to  oppose  the  Tories,  ity  will  be  ill-paid  and  penal- 
But  now  fee  liberal  knap-  ised  in  terms  of  education, 
sack  is  foBtog  apart  under  fee  welfere  and  housing  services, 
stress  of  new  personal  politics  There  will  be  the  odd  badger - 


terns  of  wildlife  have  changed 
to  the  point  where  cities  now 
are  repositories  of  wildlife. 
And,  the  hunting  Issue  in 


quite  another  to  publicly  ban 
it 

John  Vidal  Is  the  Guardian’s 
Environment  Editor 


A dirty  war  breaks  out  in  Tirana 


„ Miranda  Vickers  undertakes  a dangerous 
mission:  to  monitor  Albania’s  election  monitors 

for  a quick  word  with 

the  doctor  about  medical  _ LBANIA’S  elections,  I former  dictator.  Enver  I firmed  feat  both  the  parlia- 


^^«for  a quick  word  with 
the  doctor  about  medical 
statistics  at  the  festival  has 
been  told  that  an  interview 
wouidbe  considered,  “but 
only  if  youfaxyour  request 
through  first".  Very  alter- 
native lifestyle,  isn't  it? 
Very  summer  of  five  love. 


! __  _ appeared  at  a peaceful  rally  of 

r LJ  CJ  monarchist  supporters  pro- 

I ■ W I I LA  testing  at  alleged  vote-rigging 

by  fee  Socialists.  Within  min- 
utes of  his  arrival,  scuffles 
tion  as  a motley  alliance  erf  broke  out,  a hand  grenade 
mafiosi  and  communists.  was  thrown  and  gunshots 
Leka  Zogu,  son  of  self-pro-  were  fired,  leaving  one  dead 
claimed  King  Zog,  had  been  and  several  wounded. 


living  in  e-vite  in  Johannes- 
burg until  his  return  to  Alba* 


The  hatred  of  President  Ber- 
isha  throughout  Albania  guar- 


number  of  international  oo- 
servers,  most  working  under 


Following  a letter  to  fee 


Times  on  Monday  by  Mark 
Ataond,  who  mmaored  the 
+,__  purnne  Also  moni-  parliamentary  elections  on 
thf^enfe  were  bebalT  of  fee  British  Helsinki 
i2Si»  rf  S?  bSmSSS  Group,  it  looks  as  thmagh  sim- 
BHtis”  Helsinki  Human  ilar  criticisms  of  fee  OSCT 
Rights  Group,  who  last  year  are  forthcoming-  Despite  the 
si  owl  In**,  undlsouted  victory  of  fee 


ceptable",  in  marked  contrast  Albanians  see  Leka  as  a comi- 
to  last  May’s  election,  won  by  cal  figure  wife  a rather  dubi- 
■« — "business"  reputation. 


nia  in  May  to  drum  up  sup-  anfeed  last  week’s  victory  for 
port  for  his  referendum.  Most  the  opposition.  It  appears  that 


President  Sali  Berisha’s  Dem- 
ocratic Party  through  wide- 
spread fraud  and  intimida- 
tion. Yet  2 have  already  heard 


the  British  Helsinki  Group, 
unable  to  concede  a left  vic- 
tory in  Albania,  is  determined 


and  his  henchmen  as  gun-  to  support  Leka’s  claims  of 
toting  renegades  from  Presi-  vote-rigging.  As  Albanian  poli- 


Gnwp,  it  looks  as  though  rim-  accusations  feat  the  OSCE  is 
ilar  criticisms  of  fee  OSCE  trying  to  keep  election  infor- 


dent  Berisha’s  hated  ex-presi- 
dential guard.  Leka  can 


tics  is  still  largely  determined 
by  the  cycle  of  revenge,  many 


JrtSjd  fee  OSCE  and  inde-  undisputed  victory 

ov^fee  final  result  Almond  is  apparently 

f?iKiito^sScialist  tally  in  fee  referendum  on  a suspicious  offee  slow  count- 
^ the  Albanian  ^cialiri  mflnan±y_  ^ ing : of  fee  referendum  vote 


nation  from  other  monitor-  port  in  Britain  from  Almond, 
ing  groups,  with  the  aim  of  who  says  he  witnessed  large 


nevertheless  guarantee  snp-  of  Berisha’s  most  tarnished 
port  in  Britain  from  Almond,  supporters  are  clinging  to 


aiding  a diluted  referendum 
result  Almond  is  apparently 


to  in  — — return  of  the  monarchy.  Sup-  ing  of  fee  referendum  vote  am  orawiarge  crowus -- out, 

w te 


who  says  he  witnessed  large  Leka  to  save  themselves  from 
crowds  of  Leka  supporters  — what  they  fear  will  be  severe 
Implying  a correspondingly  retribution  when  a Socialist 
high  vote  for  the  king.  Leka  government  is  formed.  Thus 
did  draw  large  crowds  — but,  the  motives  of  most  of  fee 


lastMareh,  where  iwm  ^tefeem  to  restore  the  1928  that  he  shows  such  concern 
dsed  by  f royaiist  xmstitution.  How-  about  possible  malpractice 

British  ISjfee  final  results  are  ex-  wh3st  appearing  not  to  notice 

tor,  for  foiling  in  a Guardian  ®Jle(it0gtTC  just  35  per  cent  the  blatant  irregularities  m 


d draw  large  crowds  — but,  the  motives  of  most  of  the 
i 1 witnessed,  many  came  Albanian  participants  in  this 
it  of  curiosity  to  watch  an  election  are  clearly  defined; 
itertaining  sideshow. . those  of  the  monitors  appear 

An  indication  of  how  poten-  less  so. 


tially  disruptive  Leka’s  pres- 
ence is  came  last  Friday  when 


Miranda  Vickers  is  author  of 


Srinton.  most  OSCE  monitors  £ 

"w®  - - 


the  conflict  over  fee  raferen-  The  Albanians.  A Modem 
dum  result  began  in  earnest.  History  (IB  Taurls)  and  Albania: 


credited  election,  when  Al-  Leka.  € ft  10  and  wearing  com- 
mend dismissed  the  opposi-  bat  fotigues  and  two  pistols. 


From  Anarchy  To  A Balkan 
Identity  (Hurst  & Co) 


translated  into  volumes,  but  a 
rough  estimate  suggests  feat 
possibly  1 per  cent,  maybe 


boost  their  voluptuous  profits 
by  reducing  fee  number  of 
cows  required  to  meet  their 


more,  of  a legal  pint  of  milk  is  quota.  The  latest  monstrous 
not  milk,  but  a “suspension  of  object  of  desire  Is  fee  “10- 


somatic  cells”  known  to  the 
lay  public  as  pus. 

Even  the  most  determined 


tonne"  cow  — an  animal 
which  can  produce  10  tonnes 
of  milk  a year,  or  80  litres 


meat -eater  could  scarcely  every  milking  day,  almost 


remain  oblivious  to  fee  hor- 
rors of  intensive  pig  and 
chicken  farming  in  Britain, 
but  dairy  cattle  tend  to  be 
presented  as  the  most  fortu- 
nate of  farm  animals,  left  to 
graze  blithely  in  the  fields. 


twice  fee  current  average 
yield. 

BRITISH  formers  might 
soon  be  able  to  do  still 
better.  Bovine  somato- 
tropin (BST),  an  artificial  hor- 


slaughtered  only  when  they  mone  which  stimulates  milk 


become  too  old.  Nothing  could 
be  further  from  the  truth.  The 


production,  has  been  banned 
by  fee  EU.  Acting  on  behalf  of 


dairy  farm  is  now  fee  scene  of  Monsanto,  the  manufacturer. 


fee  most  monstrous  of  all  fee 
routine  abominations  perpe- 
trated by  modern  intensive 
agriculture. 

Blood  and  pus  are  signifl- 


the  United  States  has  asked 
the  World  Trade  Organisation 
to  rule  that  the  ban  is  an 
unfair  barrier  to  trade.  Mon- 
santo managed,  at  first,  to 


cant  components  of  fee  milk  disguise  the  results  of  the 
we  drink  because  mastitis  (a  clinical  trials  it  commis- 
cripplingly  painful  Inflamma-  stoned,  but  when  Independent 
tion  of  fee  udder)  is  rampag-  researchers  succeeded  in  get- 
ing  through  the  dairy  herd:  ting  hold  of  its  data,  they 
between  30  and  35  cases  per  found  that  BST  increases  fee 
hundred  cows  are  recorded  rate  of  udder  cell  infection  by 


every  year.  About  30  per  cent  20  per  cent, 
of  the  dairy  cows  in  Britain  Insulin  Growth  Factor  in 
are  lame,  partly  as  a result  of  the  milk  of  hormone-treated 
laminitis.  This  would  feel  — cows  may  also  affect  human 


according  to  a leading  cattle 
vet  — like  “crushing  all  your 
fingernails  in  the  door  then 
standing  on  your  fingertips". 


health. 

Incapable  of  resisting  any- 
thing put  in  front  of  me,  I've 
always  regarded  successful 


Agony  is  the  resting  state  of  lacto-vegetarlans  as  little 


the  modern  dairy  cow. 

Both  mastitis  and  laminitis 


short  of  holy.  But  the  de- 
mented business  of  modern 


result  from  fee  extraordinary  forming  now  ensures  that 
stresses  placed  on  the  cow  by  even  they  can  no  longer  claim 
the  pursuit  of  ever  higher  either  to  be  avoiding  animal 
milk  production.  The  modem  tissues  or  reducing  animal 
maker’s  enormous  udders  are  suffering.  In  the  wake  of  the 
frequently  crushed  when  fee  BSE  crisis,  fee  Intensive-live- 
cows  lie  down  in  the  concrete  stock,  industry  shows  little 
cubicles  where  they  are  kept  sign  of  responding  to  our  con- 
fer fee  winter;  are  damaged  cerns  about  animal  welfare:  it 
by  milking  machines;  or  are  leaves  us  wife  no  choice  but 


exposed  to  infection  when  the 
animals  are  processed  too 


to  stop  consuming  its  prod- 
ucts. Better  is  a dinner  of 


quickly.  Udders  now  get  so  herbs  where  love  is,  than  a 


big  that  they  push  the  cows’ 
hind  legs  outwards,  straining 


stalled  ox  and  hatred  there- 
with. 


in  countries  like  the  Gambia,  one  m lour  chilcten  die 
belofl?  iter  Ifln  birthday  The  diseases  they  suffer  Iran  dfttet 
Bui  it*  cause  k almost  always  the  same 
Rwiy 

aGTIONAID  s woridng  in  some  cf  the  poorest  areas 
oi  the  world  to  end  this  cycle  of  despaiL  Helping  local 
communities  to  prcwkM  clean  walw.  education,  health, 
nuirtiion  tood  production  and  a means  to  Generate  their 
own  income. 
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10  OBITUARIES 


The  Rev  Dr  Norman  Pittenger 


Christian 


- • ■ s-tr. ffT  U-.--  - --.-v  * 


Th»  Guardian  Wednesday  July.91 

H I Birthdays  l 


consent 


'Mmt- 

■ ••• 


ITH  his  19ff7  training.  He  made  space  in  to  all  students,  preaching  pas- 
Time  for  Con-  which  our  experiences  could  sionately  for  justice,  not 
sent,  the  Angli-  be  tested  against  the  claims  of  afraid  to  use  as  his  text  a 
can  priest  Nor-  a faith  that  was  failing  to  James  Baldwin  novel.  Prom 
man  Pittenger,  deliver  credible  models  for  the  early  1960s,  he  lived  in 


who  has  died  aged  92,  used  an  living  openly  as  a gay  or  les- 
original  and  credible  theolog-  blan  Christian. 


ical  framework  to  articulate, 
at  a critical  time  the  tentative 
aspirations  of  a new  genera- 
tion of  Christian  homosexual. 
The  book  predated  gay  libera- 
tion, and  was  a landmark  in 
the  formulation  of  contempo- 


Pittenger  would  have  been 
content  to  have  been  judged 
on  the  record  of  his  37  previ- 
ous "process  theology”  and 


the  early  1960s,  he  lived  in 
Cambridge  around  King's 
College  and  successive  deans 
made  use  of  his  unassuming 
desire  to  enthuse  students 
with  a love  of  theology. 

He  was  hard  to  typecast. 


Christo  logical  books  but  at  His  last  book  Our  Lady;  The 
62,  he  had  become  a lesbian  Mothe r of  Jesus  in  Christian 


and  gay  icon,  one  of  a handflil  Faith  and  Devotion  was  pub- 


rary  Christian  ethics.  Its  first  of  courageous  theologians  to  lished  In  1996;  other  books 


version  appeared  before  the  have  dedicated  themselves  to 


partial  dec r iminalisation  of  reclaiming  the  Gospel  so  it 


Included  volumes  on  Martin 
Luther.  Alfred  Whitehead  and 


homosexuality,  no  small  risk  could  be  understood  by  les-  Henry  VEL  In  1950  there  had 


John  Ainatey.  tenor,  34,  Ji 
dlth  Brown,  Belt  Protestor  { 
Commonwealth  Histnr; 
Oxford  University,  sa:  Dan 
Barbara  Cartlaud,  noveU; 

96;  DavW  Chidgey,  Liber 
Democrat  MP.  55;  Steve  Cm 
pell,  football  manager.  4T 
Ben  De  Hun.  jockey.  3* 
Richard  Demarco,  artist,  6*d 
Kate  Gamer,  ftwhton  phohj 
gopher.  43;  Tom  Hanks,  ad 
tor,  41;  King  Hassan  u a 
Morocco,  80;  Sir  Edwart 
Heath,  Conservative  MP,' -tm  , 
mer  prime  minister,  81;  Johi 
Heath-Stubbs,  poet  and  led 
turer.  79;  David  Hockneyj 
painter,  60:  Derek  Lewis,  tori 
mer  director.  Prison  Service.! 
51;  Paal  Merton,  conwdlani 
actor,  writer.  40;  Nstiufoai 
Pyne.  actress.  Si;  Janet 
Ttamey.  textile  designer.  48;! 
Derek  Twig*.  Labour  MP.  3*1 


Michael  Williams,  actor,  B2+' 


Richard  Wilson,  actor  a ixtf 
director.  61. 


Letter 


for  publisher  or  author.  bian  and  gay  Christians.  Late  been  The  Historic  Faith  in  a 

Time  for  Consent  was  Imme-  fame  gave  him  scope  to  de-  Changing  World. 
d iately  controversial,  yet  the  velop  his  ideas  among  audi-  In  America  especially,  he 
Church  hierarchy  was  some-  ences  starved  of  personal  in-  was  embraced  in  his  retire- 
what  relieved  that  its  author  sights  from  a self-affirming  meat  as  a stalwart  advocate, 
was  opaque  about  his  awn  Christian  gay  man.  For  He  was  a frequent  speaker  at 
homosexuality.  The  publicity  nearly  20  years,  until  his  conventions  of  the  Metro poli- 
ensured  record  sales,  and  Fit-  health  failed,  he  energetically  tan  Community  Church  and 


been  The  Historic  Faith  in  a 
Changing  World. 

In  America  especially,  he 
was  embraced  in  his  retire- 


v. 

> ■ 1 1 >•  v. 


mp  •-.vi  r v- 

Pittenger . . . late  fame  let  him  develop  his  compassionate  ideas  before  sympathetic  audiences 


ensured  record  sales,  and  Pit- 
tenger lost  his  reticence  once 


ran^tioS'tf Se  NfemfpoB-  the  Gay  Christian  Movement  j — provided  it  does  not  violate  j of  concem  and  care.  usually  | Char- 


tan  Community  Church  and  and  wrote  one  of  our  earliest  the  intentional  understand- 


he  found  out  how  much  his  and  sex  on  both  sides  of  the 
life  was  enhanced  by  friend-  Atlantic. 


and  wittily  talked  about  God  Integrity  — the  Episcopalian  discussion  papers.  Some  Notes 


ships  un  com  promised  by  sue-  Pittenger  was  born  in  New 
picions  of  his  sexual  Jersey,  ordained  a priest  in 
orientation.  1937  and  wrote  the  first  of  90 

His  voice  was  heeded  by  books  in  1939.  From  1935  to 
many  young  gay  ordinands,  1966,  he  taught  at  the  Episoo- 
starved  of  any  positive  vision  pal  Church's  General  Theo- 
of  an  inclusive  church,  saved  logical  Seminary  in  New 
from  the  sense  of  abandon-  York,  becoming  a professor  in 


counterpart  to  Britain's  ecu-  on  an  Ethic  For  Homosexuals. 
metrical  Lesbian  and  Gay  His  wisdom  and  pastoral  care 


Pittenger  was  born  in  New  Christian  Movement.  At  Cam-  were  evident  exploring  an  im- 


the  intentional  understand-  rather  small  to  be  sure,  is  tag  about  ‘Teilhardae  com- 
ing of  each  other  human  as  a present  Thus  we  dare  not  din  and  Pittenger* . This 
person,  and  not  solely  as  a condemn  the  person  who  en-  pleased  him  immensely;  he 
thing  Some  of  us  would  be  gages  in  such  activity  ...  at  was  preoKupied  with  under- 
prepared to  say  that  the  ‘one-  the  same  time  we  can  point  standing  God,  and  shannghls 


James  Ross  Moore  writes: 
Those  exposed  to  American 
radio  and  television  between 
the  1940s  and  the  1980s  were 
treated  to  atypical  character- 
isations by  James  Stewart 
(obituary.  July  31  and  his  wife 
Gloria,  who  were  occasional 
members  of  the  Jack  Benny 
repertory  company.  The 
Stewarts  — who  lived  In  the 
house  behind  the  Bennys  — 


Jersey,  ordained  a priest  In  bridge,  a flow  of  former  stu- 
1937  and  wrote  the  first  of  90  dents  from  America,  many 


S W^SrStStSTcSSi  SwaJdTi  « SS^nt  dbout  God  ^ith  app^  as  neighbours  be- 

%^SgSSZ3ff%£  ^L^^islenntae  extent  way."  _ _ _ any  who  would  listen.  SSJtKSJi 


13d<  ouu  mult  UK  1U91  Ul  W UCUU  UUU1  lUUCiiui,  iub.w,  _ — • . — I _ _ « . nu 

books  in  1939.  From  1935  to  now  bishops,  were  regaled  missed  by  every  church  as  an  I goodness  there,  insofar  as  j One  of  the  trwates  tra- 


MUUM  Ul  *1UU1  13iW  LU  UUW  U1311V1R1,  "tl®  1 “J  '"¥  — J 1 ? I . . , . , _ . ■ . — » 

1966,  he  taught  at  the  Episoo-  with  irreverent  anecdotes.  He  irrelevance,  since  celibacy  loneliness  is  overcome,  some  tenger  cherished  most  was  a HMww  Kirfcw 


pal  Church's  General  Theo-  became  increasingly  garru- 
logical  Seminary  In  New  lous  but  never  malicious. 


was  the  only  option. 


slight  sense  of  companionship  I letter  from  the  then  Arch- 

S _ J - ~ iL  I l:., DaW 


ment  which  surrounded  our 


York,  becoming  a professor  In  He  was  a founding  member,  any  and  all  sexual  contact, 
1951.  He  was  a kindly  mentor  in  1976,  of  what  was  originally  genital  or  otherwise,  is  good 


He  wrote:  "I  believe  that  is  given,  strong  desire  is  bishop  of  Canterbury,  Robert  William  Norman  Pittenger, 
any  and  all  sexual  contact,  released  and  to  some  extent  Runcle  written  from  China,  priest,  bom  July  23,  1905;  died 


satisfied;  anA  perhaps  a wnd  1 telling  him  that  the  Chinese  I June  19, 1907 


Bernard  Wheeler  Robinson 


Sixty  summers  at  the  music  camp 


the  chaos  created  by  a polar 
bear  (named  for  Hoagy  Car- 
michael) kept  In  the  Benny 
basement.  Skinflint  Jack  fre- 
quently borrowed  cups  of 
sugar  from  the  Stewarts. 

Later  .Stewart  made  ap- 
pearances on  Johnny  Car- 
son’s  television  chat  show: He 
would  drawl  out  his  own  dog- 
gerel verse  with  all  apparent 
gravity  and  sing  n non-me- 
lodic  version  of  Ragtim11  Cow- 
boy Joe  with  a demeanoui 
worthy  of  Buster  Keaton.  All 
♦ht»  further  humanised  and 
endeared  the  man  to  us. 


THE  life  of  the  scientist 
Bernard  Wheeler  Rob- 
inson, who  has  died 
aged  93,  was  ruled  by 
his  passion  for  music.  In  1927, 
with  a few  Cambridge  friends, 
he  organised  a week-long  mu- 
sical holiday  at  a village  hall 
at  Poynders  End,  near  Hit- 
chin.  They  camped  in  a field. 

The  Idea  took  hold;  by  the 
1930s  numbers  at  the  two  10- 
day  annual  camps  had  risen 
to  100,  enough  to  provide  or- 
chestra and  chorus  for  most 
of  the  major  works  In  the  pre- 
Mahlerian  repertory.  In  1935. 
a permanent  site  was  estab- 
lished at  Bothampstead.  For 
more  than  40  years,  Bernard 
was  the  prime  mover  in 
Music  Camp's  activities.  The 
war,  and  two  serious  fires, 
did  not  dampen  the  campers' 
enthusiasm  — they  bicycled. 


Wheeler  Robinson . . . always  a reliable  conductor,  and 
even  better  than  that  when  tackling  Bach  or  Beethoven 


sometimes  with  their  instru- 
ments, from  Newbury  or 
Reading  for  wartime  week- 
ends, and  formed  working 
parties  under  Bernard's  di- 
rection to  restore  and  rebuild. 
By' 1950,  1,900  days  of  labour 
had  been  contributed.  In  1952, 
campers  dug  an  orchestra  pit 
for  a production  of  Fidetio. 

In  i960.  Music  Camp 
removed  to  Plgotts,  near  High 
Wycombe,  where  Eric  Gill 
had  once  established  an  arts- 
and-c rafts  community  — 
relics  of  Gill’s  works  were 
Incorporated  into  the  camp 
buildings.  A music  room  65 
feet  by  40  feet  was  built  by 
campers*  labour.  Bernard’s 
first  wife  Alice,  who  died  in 
1958,  said  he  had  a genius  for 
finding  ways  in  which  others 
could  use  their  spare  time. 

Bernard  Wheeler  Robinson 


was  the  son  of  a distinguished 
tii«»ningfan;  after  Trinity  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  he  research- 
ed X-ray  crystallography  at 
the  Royal  Institution  in  Lon- 
don. During  foe  war,  he  de- 
signed the  gyro  gtmslght  at 
the  Royal  Aircraft  Establish- 
ment at  Famborough,  and 
from  1954-8  led  a group  of 
craftsmen  designing  medical 
research  equipment  he  later 
described  this  as  the  happiest 
period  of  his  professional 
career.  From  1948  until  his 
1964  retirement,  he  was 
superintendent  of  the  applied 
physics  division  of  Teddtag- 
ton’s  National  Physical 
Laboratory. 

Bernard  was  a reliable  con- 
ductor, and  something  more 
in  favourite  works  such  as 
Bach's  Mass  in  B minor  and 
Beethoven’s  Erolca.  He  was 


also  a fluent,  lmowledgahle 
chamber  music  player,  with 
whom  it  was  no  penance  for 
first-rate  professionals  to 
play.  Although  Music  Camp 
was  predominantly  amateur, 
Colin  Davis,  Roger  Norring- 
ton,  John  Shirley  Quirk  and 
many  others  were  Music 
Campers  in  their  day. 

Although  friendly,  calm, 
and  genial,  Bernard  had  a 
touch  of  ruthless  ness.  He  was 
more  interested  in  a some- 
one's ability  to  contribute  to 
the  musical  or  bricklaying  en- 
semble than  in  their  personal 
qualities;  he  rarely  changed  a 
once-formed  opinion.  Detach- 
ment contributed  to  his  suc- 
cess as  organiser.  For  many 
years,  his  <xraase  bta  pre- 
cisely-worded circulars  set 
the  pattern  for  camp  life.  He 
frowned  on  flush  loos  which 


would  “encourage  the  elderly 
in  spirit”  and  was  wary  of  the 
admission  of  children  or  com- 
muting campers. 

However,  he  knew  that 
times  must  change,  and  far- 
sightedly planned  for  the 
smooth  transfer  of  ownership 
and  control  which  ensures 
that  the  camps  still  flourish. ; 
He  continued  to  live  at  Pigotts 
after  his  second  wife,  foe 
cellist  Elizabeth  Odnff-Davi- 
dott,  died  in  1976.  Though  be- 
coming deaf;  he  was  still  lead- 
ing Beethoven  and  Brahms 
quartets  in  1992,  watching  the 
bows  of  his  colleagues  and 
rarely  rocking  the  ensemble. 


Death  Notices 


Huso  Cota 


Bernard  Wheeler.  Robinson, 
bom  June  6,  1904;  died  July  7 
1997 


COLYART.  Dr.  Mn,  MM  cl  Hampstead 
DM  on  Tuaftv.  Junt  2«fL  aflrt  69  yterx 
•uddeniy  and  paoeofeitty  M Homo.  Cramn- 
Uon  iwa  Hricwi  plan.  A mamarttl  gaihanns 
hi  London  to  pttroied  lor  BM  Mitumn.  Dale 
>M  venue  to  M ennomcod 
NULLUM,  Chrtntna  Ann*.  Hommpain. 
mam  and  M*m>  to  bo  many.  Mourned 
and  mtotad  by  hgr  mum  anti  dad.  troihen. 
and  many  many  mmo;  M meat  oJ  all  oy 
Trevor.  Sea  and  Joe.  Ftovrora  to  KetHos. 
Ehrtto  Street.  Brigs,  DN20  8LB  or  donettom 
la  Cbrttfna  MHIum  Commemorative  Fund. 
Woodland  Trust  Autumn  Port.  Grantham, 
most  BLL  Funeral  at  Womtande  Cremato- 
rium. Scunthorpe.  1pm  Friday  July  ildh. 
Wear  bright  colours  and  catnowo  a neft 
and  poaitnrfl  Me. 

PAL.  Stiobtta  Doe*,  dtad  unexpectedly  on 
aid  July  1937.  beloved  end  much  mtasod 
master  of  Retnuu.  Anuta  and  nuebond 
Tim.  Aaittoi  and  Rhone.  Your  londnese  and 
strength  to  ue  an  wHI  never  be  targoner. 
The  service  to  to  be  held  on  Monday  I40i 
July  in  Richmond.  Flowers  end  all  enqui- 
ries to  T H Senders.  3*  Kt*»»  Road.  Rich- 
mond or  donations  to  British  Heart  Fouida- 
ttonpMse- 

■To  piece  your  anwiSKomont -telephone 
Jin  7T3  4067  or  tax  0171  713  4129  between 
Bam  and  3pm  MtnvFrt. 


Prince  Nico  Mbarga 


Sweet  sound 
of  highlrfe 


album,  written  by  him,  with  a 
brilliant,  hard-driving  sound. 
Let  Them  Say.  was  released. 

It  made  little  Impact  Nor 
did  his  other  records  In  that 
period.  He  became  a hotel  pro- 
prietor, but  the  legacy  of  Sweet 
Mother,  a vast  popularity, . 
persisted.  ' 


Tayo  Fatunb 


MJN  233 M 


TsgimM 


IN  1976,  the  Nigerian  singer  i 
Prince  Nico  Mbarga,  who 
has  died  aged  47,  recorded 
one  of  the  last  classic  highlife 
singles.  Sweet  Mother.  It  went 
on  to  become  what  was  then 
the  biggest  selling  record  in 
Nigeria  (and  in  Africa)  and 
featured  in  the  Brazilian,  Ca- : 
nadian  and  European  charts.  ! 
Niro  was  leader  of  Rocafil . 
Jazz,  which  incorporated 
Congo-Zairean  rhythmic 
sounds  into  an  eastern  Nige- 
rian highlife  style. 

Nico  was  bom  at  Abakaiiki, 
now  capital  of  Ebony  i state.  In 
south-east  Nigeria,  the  son  of 
a Nigerian  mother  and  a Cam- 
eroonian father.  He  became 
leader  or  his  school  band,  and 
played  the  xylophone,  conga, 
guitar  and  drums.  During  the 


Nigerian  civil  war  of  the  late 
1960s,  his  family  lived  in  west- 
ern Cameroon  and  there  he 
joined  the  Melody  Orchestra. 
By  1972,  he  was  back  in  Nige- 
ria playing  hotels.  His  first 
single  was  released  in  1973, 
his  second  a year  later.  / No 
Co  Marry  My  Papa,  estab- 
lished him. 

Prince  Nico  was  an  EMI 
artist  in  the  early  1970s.  It  was 
a boomtime  in  the  local  music 
industry,  but  with  its  ebb  he 
was  hawking  his  own  mate- 
rial around  Nigeria.  Then  he  1 
was  rediscovered  by  an  Onit- 
s ha-based  recording  company. 
Its  proprietor  advised  Nico  to 
mix  guitar  and  drums  to  an 
east  African  rhythmic  pat- 
tern. And  so,  in  November 
1976,  came  Sweet  Mother. 


Prince  Nico . . . Afro-pop 


By  the  early  1980s,  Nico  was 
introducing  a contemporary 
African  sound  — grafting  his 
pop  style  on  to  traditional 
roots  — to  a new  European 
and  American  generation.  He 
set  up  his  own  record  label, 
and  in  1982  collaborated  with 
Polygram  Records  in  an  at- 
tempt to  revitalise  his  music. 
Out  went  his  old  freakish 
style,  in  came  conservative 
dress.  His  band  became  New 
Rocafil  Jazz  and  a Polydor 


Graeme  Ewens  writes:  Trig- 
gered by  foe  success  of  Sweet 
Mother,  with  its  simple,  singa- 
long  sentiment  and  musical 
charm,  Prince  Nico  was  foe 
only  African  pop  star  at  foe 
inaugural  1962  Womad  Festi- 
val at  Shepton  Mallet  The  au- 
dience’s response  delighted 
Nico  — "The  whole  crowd  was  I 
dancing.  I was  surprised  be- . 
cause  very  many  people  didn’t  j 
know  me  here,”  he  recalled. 
Sweet  Mother  was  re-released 
by  Rounder  Records  in  1987  on 
the  Aki  Special  CD.  Nico  never 
did  capitalise  on  that  new  au- 
dience, but  two  decades  on. 
Sweet  Mother  remains  a clas- 
sic souvenir  of  1970s  Africa 


“The  Ultimate  Z53MHz  MMX"  System” 


MJN's  233M  sets  a new  standard 
for  h(g7  performance  233MHz 
MMX™  multimedia  systems  at  a 
truly  sensational  price  of  just 

£1249  +-  VAT. 


MJN233M 


Offer  end  date  25th  July 


Prince  Nico  Mbarga,  musician, 
bom  1950;  died  Juno  24, 1997 


• Irtsl*  Pentium"  233MHz 
processor  with  MMX~  tedmota® 

« B12K  pipsfine  bust  L2  cache 

• &M>  EDO  RAM;  expandable  to 
128Mb 

« 3J!Gb  enhanced  IDE  had  drive 

• 33.6  V34+  voicortax/tntnmert 


Key  Performance  Features 


Jackdaw 


jects  are  no  longer  consid- 
ered to  have  innate  meaning) 
but  that  it  is  “given  to" 
{everything  is  understood  as 
a construct  in  which  mean- 
ing is  allocated  according  to 
certain  factors  such  as 
culture,  ethnicity,  gender, 
social  standing,  sexual 
orientation  etc). 

Installation  artist  Lily  Mar- 
kiewicz  in  Jewish  Quarterly. 


voluntary  shudder  that 
comes  with  the  phrase:  “man 
eater. " 

Dive  International  defends 
the  misunderstood  Great  White 
Shark. 


Upper  glass 


Breezes  or  Bellinis  in  the 
fondly  mistaken  belief  that 
they  themselves  will  become 
magically  cosmopolitan  or 
breezy  or  bellissima  by  the 
mere  act  of  swallowing  — but 
you  are  probably  the  equal  of 
foe  barman  in  drinks  con- 


Is  it  art? 


Jaws 


TRADITIONALLY,  art 
meant  that  we.  the  viewers, 
should  concentrate  our  atten- 
tion on  objects;  the  space 
these  objects  exist  in  or  what- 
ever is  next  to  them  was 
never  meant  to  enter  our  con- 
siderations. Art  was  synony- 
mous with  objects  that  could 
be  appreciated  on  their  own 
terms,  until,  early  this  cen- 
tury, the  relationship  of  the 
object  to  its  environment  and 
the  viewer  came  to  be  under- 
stood as  just  as  important  as 
the  object  Itself. 

This,  alongside  develop- 
ments in  philosophy,  literary 
criticism,  psychoanalysis 
and  feminism  meant  that  we 
could  no  longer  simply 
understand  the  tart)  world  as 
made  up  of  individual  ob- 
jects/subjects which  all  have 
their  own  intrinsic  value.  In 
fact  contemporary  art  prac- 
tice has  become  increasingly 
dominated  by  the  notion  that 
meaning  does  not  necessarily 
. "reside  within" (that  is.  ob- 


GREAT.  White.  Shark.  Three 
| words  which,  when  linked 
together,  achieve  immediate 
attention.  They  have  the  im- 
pact of  words  like  fire,  rape  or 
murder,  but  are  somehow 
stronger  in  meaning-  For 
most  people,  the  emotions 
brought  on  by  this  apex  pred- 

a tor  are  far  from  day-to-day. 
itstrikesaprimevalchord— 
the  tangible  image  of  man's 
greatest  fear. 

The  reasoning  behind  this 
fear  is  that  the  great  white 
shark  is  the  possessor  of 
large  jaws  frill  of  sharp  teeth. 
It  might  attack  and  eat  a liv- 
ing being — and  has,  upon 
occasion.  The  concept  of 
being  eaten  alive  is  so  star- 
tling and  vivid,  so  primal  and 
terrifying,  that  it  has  no 
parallel.  Nothing — not  even 
war.  plane  crashes,  racial 
genocide  or  viral  plagues  can 
touch  the  emotional  nerve  of 
a shark  attack. 

Cardiac  arrest  murder 
most  foul  and  lightning 
strikes  do  not  produce  the  in- 


IN  the  drinking  classes,  one- 
upmanship  is  back.  At  smart 
watering  holes,  it  just  won’t 
do  to  order  a G and  T or  a 
glass  of  house  white  any 
more:  you  have  to  be  specific. 
You  have  to  show  that  you’re 
not  drinking  because  you 
need  a drink  (perish  the 
thought)  but  because  drink- 
ing is  an  aesthetic  (rather 
than  anaesthetic)  experience, 
and,  furthermore,  you  actu- 
ally know  something  about  it 
Not  only  are  you  superior 
to  your  companions — inno- 
cent wannabe  chicks  who 
order  Cosmopolitans  or  Sea 


noisseurship-  You  do  need  a 
smidgen  of  knowledge. 

Rule  number  one,  never 
order  a drink  you  can't  pro- 
nounce. Capiprinha  can  be  a 
problem,  also  Laphrolag  (foe 
final  “a”  is  silent).  A common 
trap  is  Glenmorangie,  which 
offers  many  opportunities  for 
the  gentle  putdown.  The 
stress  is  on  the  second  syl- . 
lable,  not  the  third.  If  you 
hear  someone  stress  the  “a", 
just  say;  “I  wouldn't  pro- 
nounce it  like  that  north  of 
the  Tweed,  ifl  were  you.  Bet- 
ter stick  to  Bells." 

But  there’s  a Catch  22  here. 

If  you  regularly  ask  for  Bells, 
people  may  assume  that  you 
are  unsure  how  to  pronounce 
foe  names  of  any  great  malts, 

and  are  too  trashed  to  attempt 
words  of  more  than  one  syl- 
lable. Sober  people,  of  course, 
can  flaunt  their  polysyllabic 
proficiency. 
Vftne^rnanshipinthe 
August  edition  of  Toiler. 
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SEAHORSE  : 

Hourtc-.up  MnPKrp^mi 
-hturul 

w*v  '-"af’SAOf  VST  c cl 

Uv? 


a 15' SVGA  028dpM  screen  (17* 
optional) 

• All  Ra&  H 3D  graphics  with  4Mb 
Video  RAM 

o IS  Max  CO-ROM  drive 
> creative  late  SoundBlaster  32 
hardware  Wawsabte  soundcanJ 

• Premium  flufctahot  speaker 
system  wtti  mains  adaptor 

0 MU  tower  system  unit 
(38x42x17  cm)  wtti  t«Bt  Of  7 
drive  bays 

» HeP430adttfflxdpbgtoj*y 
chipset  wMi  Ftaah  BIOS.  W 2000 
compliant.  2 serial  pons,  paraflel 
port  and  gsmes  port, 
o 3J5*  L44Mb  floppy  drive 
° 105  Window  95  toyboofd  and 
P82mouBB  - 

• Mcrosoft  WEndows  95 
9 Lotus  Smaroutta  97 


233MHz  MNOT”  Processor 

than**  m»r  Pentium*  233MHz  PnxKraorvrftti  MMX“ 
txcinotaw  U the  fastest  Pentium  MMX  processor  - 
■wfteAta  *om  Intel  and  beat  auttacf  to  muUmadta  un. 
{Psitfcan  Pro  or  Rentkxn  II  systems  are  presently 
more  stAtad  is  buainaea  uaaa  and  wxk  beat  with 
Window  NT). 


32Mb  EDO  RAM 

3Mb  to  now  regarded  as  ihe  standard  for  N0i  performance 
mdttmedto.  You  shot*)  not  consider  anything  toss. 


3^6b  EIDE  Hard  Dtafc 

Hfli  partbunanco  enhanced  IDE  ham  dtofc  ptovMag  aupatb 
parfbonanca  and  planty  of  amrega  capacity. 


15"  or  IT”  Nl  Screens 

Supmb quafity (L28dp  15* Nl cflgftai aonen  ytoUngupto 
1280  x 102A  resolution  Is  Included  as  standanl  to  make  the 
mantoun  of  Die  An  eaphlcs  system.  Optional  laissr  17~ 
screen  model  etoo  avaAObto. 


An  4Mb  3D  Graphics 

ATI  la  ihe  loader  in  IXgi  pertamance  gapMca  and  the 
aupeih  Raff  fl  30  eaphlcs  aooetorexBr  «Ath  4Mb 
ttoSnud  ^aphtos  Vktao  RAM  jtelds  tte  fastest 
prefomiance  «re  hare  ever  seen  together  wflh  ftjfl-acnren 
IterinoBon  IWBG  video. 


33.6  SVD  Voice  Modem 

H®i  pertorinance  33.S  V34+  modem  using  RodMcfl 
Adwneed  Stonuianaous  Volc«  end  Dm  cMpaat  provides  full 
Sax.  fton,  (nosnot  and  voAm  mas  tadkrtas  wtm  onsworphoew- 
Othor  233MHz syswrrt* do  not mtoudos such* hiff 

BpacMcteton  modem  Kitntotf. 


SoondBlastar  32  Wavwtable 

Genuine  Omethe  Labs  SoundOtetar  32  haedwem  Whuatable 
aoundeanl  provides  the  beet  sound  for  al  your  mukimedto 
appfleadons  and  to  far  superior  to  nandad  184*  canto. ' 


Intel  Chipset  Motherboard 

Advanced  Intel  430  ChfpeatnRti  512Kplpetna  bust  cache 
proridea  the  Ideal  performance  ptotfbrm.  A 166MMX  tension 
t/tfW  sewn  ws  the  tate«t  168MMDC  ever  lestad  by  PC 
Direct  Magazine  (Current  AuBist  toaue  pages  96-100. 
fwaMilB  on  newsstands  novri). 
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MIN  MSomiiim  Models 


1467.58 


Including  VAT 


MJN  MMenniuni  models  are  only  £99  +VAT  —£UA33; . 
ho.  VAT  acn  and  Include  Joysaak  Mkmphooe  and  over. 
18  CO  muMmecfla  tides  bdudtog  5 ddw'deeigrwd  far  . 
tMX  teehruto&.  Tha  beat  cofleoticn  ef  leisure  and 
educational  software!  Modal  HTj573  ModaU7^S74 


MJN  INTEREST  FREE  OPTION 
BUY  NOW  PAY  LATER 

Only  on  Millennium  models 


17"  terete  “oOetBTl 

£1339  +VXT  £LM3^3  trie  VAT 

ModBt  S7Z 

PftatarOstte* 

Epson  stylus  color  200  720X720  dpi 
printer  £129  +VAT  - £151^58 
toe.  VAT  (select  required  cabin  option). 


Bowb  Avito  OfiL33  tm 
reprerrMinaiMtoierB 
rem  res  G mMiBb  ta  as. 
ttonvut  - aanaa  - m» 

+ zsa  + csa*m  + w- 
neute  r vK.m  bbm  t 


RwadBacMbnerOter 
AancuaffanRBa  Wkf 


WN-lkcAmri 
MtaesPC  1 - 
Hnsfatanr  . 


B W 


Jackdaw  wants  jewels.  E-mail 
Jackdcuo@lguardmn.co.uk.;fax 
0171-713 4366;  write  Jackdaw, 
The  Guardian.  Il9Farringdon 
Road,  London  EC1R  3ER. 
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Tomorrow:  Dixons  blip  on  the  screen 
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GEC  unveils  £2bn  strategy 


Notebook 


*5^GEC?s  profits  come  from 


.MpR^nSei&gM:- 
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Group  pledaes  wit^iithtr ^rospace 

■ , i ^ or  French  defence  company 

global  defence  *«  «*  »»  »* » 

combine  to  He  “i*  “r  have  enough  to 

UUI 11 ‘“V1  get  on  with  without  worrying 

lead  the  world  ^°M  Aerospace  or 

lcau  11  Thomson,"  adding:  “But  we 

will  continue  to  look  at  the 
—n  possibility  of  a tie-up  with 

BAe,  although  it  has  not  been 

apparent  that  it  can  be  made  to 
EORGE  Simpson,  work  for  our  shareholders." 
k the  new  managing  A nine-month  strategic 

I director  of  GEC.  review  has  concluded  that  the 
said  yesterday  he  group  is  too  dependent  on 
was  ready  to  joint  ventures  with  the 
out  more  than  French  power  group,  Alcatel 
from  the  company's  Alsthom,  and  the  ^rman 
to  create  a world-  electrical  group,  Siemens, 
[efence  electronics  Negotiations  over  the 
which  could  merge  future  of  GEC  Alsthom  have 
sh  Aerospace.  already  begun  and  a decision 
ig  his  long-awaited  on  the  power  and  transporta- 
Mr  Simpson  prom-  tion  business's  fixture  will  be 
lr-year  programme  made  within  three  months, 
lent  to  build  up  key  The  GEC  managing  direc- 
>■  Pledging  to  sell  tor  acknowledged  that  politi- 
al  businesses,  he  cal  considerations  in  France, 
mid  abandon  GEC’s  and  Alcatel’s  finanHai  objec- 
> to  spend  and  go  lives,  might  stand  in  the  way 


EORGE  Simpson, 
the  new  managing 
director  of  GEC. 
said  yesterday  he 


splash  out  more  than 
£2  billion  from  the  company's 
cash  pile  to  create  a world- 
leading  defence  electronics 
company  which  could  merge 
with  British  Aerospace. 

Unveiling  his  long-awaited 
strategy,  Mr  Simpson  prom- 
ised a fbur-year  programme 
of  investment  to  build  up  key 
businesses.  Pledging  to  sell 
peripheral  businesses,  he 
said  he  would  abandon  GEC’s 
reluctance  to  spend  and  go 
into  debt  if  necessary  to  cre- 
ate a global  electronics  com- 
bine around  GEC-Marconi. 

He  admitted  that  his  desire 


New 
broom 
fails  to 
raise 
dust 

Simon  Beavis  on 
a wheeler-dealer 


C C RNOLD  ran  GEC 
II  for  33  years.  He 
M \ ha«  an  encyclo- 
paedic knowledge  of  the 
company.  But  he  was  ex- 
tremely emotionally  at- 
tached to  the  business,  and 
no  matter  who  replaced 
him  it  was  going  to  be 
difficult.” 

That  was  how  George 
Simpson,  the  new  manag- 
ing director  at  GEC,  can- 
didly described  the  tetchy 
handover  of  power  at  Brit- 
ain’s biggest  industrial 
company. 

But  the  more  revealing 
admission  ramo  when  he 
insisted  that  he  had  regu- 
larly consulted  Lord  Weto- 
Stock  ■ — the  maw  who  martp 
GEC,  handed  the  baton  of 
power  to  Mr  Simpson  and 
then  elected  to  remain  as 
chairman  emeritus  at  the 


After  the  hype, 
the  raspberry 


Edited  by 
Alex  Brummer 


AFTER  the  big  build-up, 
including  some  unneces- 
sary denigration  of  the 
previous  management  team, 
George  Simpson  has  failed  to 
deliver  a coherent  strategy 
for  the  General  Electric 
Company. 

The  new  GEC  managing  di- 
rector has  taken  an  excep- 


were  Mr  Simpson  to  end  up 
spinning  off  GEC’s  share  to 
France,  which  would  quickly 
make  savings  by  axing  pro- 
duction of  turbines  in  Rugby 
and  trains  in  Luton.  Tidiness 
has  repercussions. 

In  telecoms,  the  best  solu- 
tions for  GEC  is  closer  col- 
laboration with  its  partner 
Siemens,  not  less.  As  in 
power  systems  and  defence, 
global  marketplaces  dictate 
global  alliances.  The  real 
Issue  Is  obtaining  the  best  al- 
liance for  shareholders  and 
one  which  allows  more  man- 
agement Input,  beyond  the 
cost-control  disciplines  which 
Weinstock’s  GEC  brought  to 
all  its  businesses. 

Mr  Simpson  has  discovered 
the  impotence  of  not  having 
ftiff  equity  control  over  GEC’s 
enterprises:  but  relinquishing 


tional  restructuring  cost  of  the  company’s  position  in 
£303  million  through  the  ac-  critical  global  markets  is  not 


counts,  but  has  done  nothing 
to  reassure  shareholders  that 
he  can  deliver  the  better 
value  that  has  been  so  loudly 
proclaimed.  Strip  away  the 
management  hyperbole  about 
focus  and  global  leadership 
positions  and  one  is  left  with 
the  uncomfortable  feeling 
that  nothing  has  changed. 

Certainly,  the  City  has 
found  no  more  to  admire  in 
the  Simpson  regime  than  that 
of  his  predecessor,  Lord 
Weinstock.  It  has  delivered  a 
resounding  raspberry  by 
marking  the  shares  down  by  7 
per  cent,  despite  GEC  deliver- 


the  answer. 


Euro  flight 


™|  “HERE  have  been  dire 
I predictions  of  what  could 
I happen  to  British  pen- 
sion funds  when  the  UK  signs 
up  for  the  single  currency. 
Perhaps  the  gloomiest  of  the 
scenarios  conjured  up  — and 
denied  as  soon  as  it  surfaced 
— was  the  one  which  sug- 
gested that  well  endowed  Brit- 
ish pension  fiinds  would  have 
to  use  part  of  their  resources 


ing  higher  eamings  per  share  - gSjS^tlSS^S. 


or  his  preferred  option  of  T! 

floating  Aisthom  as  a sepa-  for 
rate  company. 


and  some  remarkably  robust 


Alcatel  chairman  Serge 


to  abandon  Joint  ventures  and  Tchuruk  said  in  Paris  that  he 


simplify  the  group  was  ham-  would  have  to  consider  GEC’s 
pered  by  political  and  finan-  proposals:  “I  want  to  framing 
dal  realities.  If  acquisitions  with  care  what  George  Simp- 
could  not  be  achieved  quickly  son  has  said.” 
enough,  cash  would  be  Failing  flotation.  GEC  could 
returned  to  shareholders.  sell  its  SO  per  o 
The  £303  million  cost  of  im-  the  business  on 
plementing  the  plan  hit  GEC’s  or  attempt  to  p 
profits,  also  announced  yes-  restructuring  u 
terday.  Pre-tax  profit  fell  from  ing  ownership. 


for  a “chin-wag”  once  a 
fortnight.  Clearly  Mr  Simp- 
son’s idea  of  close  consulta- 
tion differs  from  others  at 
Stanhope  Place. 

Some  loyal  to  the  archi- 
tect of  GEC  speak  with  a 
thinly  disguised  outrage  at 
how  the  new  broom  has  in 


Svtaito  where  in  Europe 

mw  with  the  ctmnti  nnnnri  That  may  only  be  the  stuff 


practice studiraslyavofoed 


the  business  on  product  lines. 


seeking  the  benefit  of  Lord 


p^ttougha  wsr.*tock-r^c. 


restructuring  under  the  exist- 


£981  million  to  £707  million, 
although  sales,  orders  and 
undoflying  profits  rose. 

The  lack  of  immediate 
action  disappointed  the  City, 
which  marked  down  GEC 
shares  by  25p.  “I  had  a sense 
of  indifference.”  one  analyst 
said.  “What  they  said  was 
unsurprising." 

Mike  Styles,  analyst  at 
Credit  Lyonnais  La  ing,  said: 
"After  all  the  speculation 


A joint  venture  in  domestic 
appliances  with  General  Elec- 
tric of  the  US  will  continue. 


experience. 

Things  have  changed  rad- 
ically at  GEC,  where  Lord 
Weinstock  has  since  the 
1960s  exercised  a huge  cen- 


about  defence  deals,  nothing  focus  on  its  key  strengths  and 


wasamounced."  turns  these  into  “centres  of 

Mr  Simpson,  who  took  over  excellence”  within  Siemens, 
from  long-serving  Lord  Wein-  The  stake  in  GPT  had  been 
stock  iest  September,  said  the  expected  to  be  a bargaining 
group  “needs  to  transform  It-  tool  In  GEC’s  bid  for  the  Sie- 


"ffl-  *£.  expandtog  ^ control  me  bnsl. 
into  Europe.  Mr  Simpson  also  neSs  aT,n  still  goes  to  the 
revealed  that  GEC  will  con-  lu 

» ■KSm’ needed  to 

tsnt  lord  when  he  arrived 
will  not  pay  enough  for  GEC’s  at  the  group  10  months  ago, 

sSJeWteve  ie  to 

uSr^Siar  power 
focus  on  its  key  strengths  MHi  politics  within  GEC  that  is 


cope  with  the  strong  pound. 

Mr  Simpson  leaves  no 
doubt  where  he  would  like  to 
focus  the  new  GEC:  it  is  on 
the  GEC  Marconi  electronics 
and  systems  integration 
businesses. 

These  are  the  largest,  most 
profitable  and  most  leading 
edge  business  under  the  GEC 
flag.  In  some  respects  they  are 
also  the  most  problematicaL 

In  defence.  GEC  needs 
trans-European  collaboration 


of  which  nightmares  are 
made.  There  is  another,  more 
likely  way.  In  which  British 
pension  fund  money  could 
flow  out  of  the  UK  to  the 
Continent 

There  is  no  hint  of  the  rip- 
off  about  this  scheme,  how- 
ever. Indeed  the  flow  would 
be  driven  by  prudence. 

The  thinking  runs  like  this. 
As  and  when  Britain  signs  up 
for  the  single  currency,  then 
the  euro  will  become  Brit- 


and  not  a go-it-alone  strategy  "r,  CUiU 
or  the  national  champion  ap- 


proach  which  would  come 
were  it  to  cosy  up  to  British 
Aerospace. 

Whichever  way  you  look  at 


abstract  way  relevant  only  to 
the  financial  markets,  but  as 
the  means  of  carrying  out 
everyday  transactions  like 


it,  defence  is  not  a growth  in-  Paying  for  the  shopping, 
dustry.  Despite  its  electronics  si<^L5  wm 

know-how  GEC  will  find  it  in-  Pioners  7^  mdeed 


George  Simpson  (above)  had  to  prise  power  from  Lord  Weinstock  photograph  davdsoutoe 


creasingly  tough  to  compete 
alone  with  the  US  defence  al- 
liances. Industrial  technol- 


have  to  be,  paid  In  euros,  not 
in  pounds.  Pension  fond  actu- 
aries will  then  suggest  to 


23L25JBSJ5SS But  the  I 


The  stake  in  GPT  had  been  rector  also  had  tostemp  his 

authority  on  the  future 


self  through  a process  of  radi-  mens  Plessey  defence  basi- 
cal change".  ness,  which  was  put  on  foe 

Marconi,  the  defence  elec-  market  earlier  this  year,  or 


mens  Hessey  defence  busi-  business.  As  one  observer 

P nt  it  yesterday:  “It’s  diffl- 


mi?Hnn^>-yi>ar  managing  fH-  release  the  group’s  giant 

rector  also  had  to  stamp  his  ^^£2  ‘hiiSn?' 

authority  on  the  future  SJS’ 

shape  and  direction  of  the 

hiHriTMHuc  An  mio  nWr rations  or  bigger  handouts 


tion  as  a leading  engineer- 
ing manager. 

In  reality  his  greatest 


changes  and  were  disap- 
pointed by  his  vague  state- 
ment yesterday. 


ogies  building  on  the  skills  of  trustees.  not  .P? 
SEmoTSSr  a promising 


future  — but  not  one  Mr 
Simpson  can  deliver  unless 
he  embarks  on  an  aggressive 


trollies  business  which  is 
GBC’a  -only  substantial 
Wholly-owned  subsidiary, 
will  he  at  the  centre  of  the 
revamped  group.  Mr  Simpson  I 
said  a . merger  was  possible  | 


for  Siemens’  medical  elec- 
tronics business,  which 


cult  to  get  paid  that  much 
and  then  do  nothing.” 

The  City  was  never  a 


to  investors.  He  always 
resisted. 


skill  Is  for  doing  deals.  He  City  has  misjudged  the 
is  unafraid  of  restructur-  degree  of  change  that  Mr 


ing,  with  little  regard  for  Simpson  will  bring.  Others 
sacred  cows,  as  his  two  big-  believe  he  may  find  the 


Some  believe  that  the  takeover  strategy, 
ity  has  misjudged  tbe  What  the  GEC  boss  clearly 
sgree  of  change  that  Mr  dislikes  is  that  so  much  of  the 
mpson  will  bring.  Others  group’s  business  is  now  out- 


dends  in  euros,  a lot  of  other 
European  companies  will  do 
so  as  weH- 

As  a result  funds  could  di- 
versify their  investments  by 
reducing  their  holdings  of  UK 
shares  and  putting  more  of 


Mr  Simpson  comes  out  of  gest  deals  — the  sale  of  GEC  his  predecessor  built 


a different  drawer.  Having 


would  fit  with  GEC’s  Picker  ^er  of  GEC  while  Lord  started  his  career  In  the  gas 


subsidiary.  But  Mr  Simpson 
insisted  that  each  deal  was 
being  dealt  with  separately. 


Rover  to  BMW  and  the 
merger  between  Lucas  and 


Weinstock  was  at  the  helm. 
He  faced  constant  pressure 


industry,  he  then  rose  Varlty  — proved. 


swiftly  to  the  top  of  the  car 
industry  and  gathered  an  at 


tough  to  break. 

His  obvious  option  then 
will  be  to  start  hanging 


side  the  control  of  Stanhope 

Gate.  The  European  alliances  Europe  without  upsetting  foe 
_ _ _ pcau  balance  between  assets  and 


Weinstock 


stitched  together  at  foe  end  of  . 

the  last  decade,  partly  as  a de-  Jnon.e7 

fence  against  predators,  make  woidd  flow  to  foe  Continent  is 

positive  management  difficult  s,guessr~ 

and  tie  uplarge  amounts  of  tens  of 

capital.  But  byand  large  they  P0™?  on 
have  also  been  soccesSS:  fhprp  ^ 3n  nfTs&t' 

were  it  not  for  GEC  Alsthom, 

Britain  might  by  now  have 
been  out  of  the  power  systems 
and  locomotive  industries. 


So  hlg  investors  looked  to  ’‘for  sale”  notices  over  fence  against  predators,  make 
Mr  Simpson  to  make  big  large  parts  of  the  group.  positive  management  difficult 


Those  with  the 
Woolwich  see 
shares  tumble 


Savills  pays  record  bonus 


and  there  would  be  an  offset- 
ting (though  almost  certainly 
smaller)  flow  in  the  opposite 
direction. 

But  IT  the  switch  was  to 


Staff  enjoy  awards  as  profits  of 
property  agent  soar  84  per  cent 


“““  U1UUSU  ICS.  I _L„  « TT7- 

Sure,  bringing  down  the  costs  9°°^  at  a time  ^hen  . 

' funds  were  anyway  becoming 

net  dlsinvestors.  as  demo- 


in  these  businesses  Is  a prob-  ‘ 
ing  annual  profits  up  84  per  very  buoyant,  said  Mr  Ad-  lem  because  of  foe  strong  SSnhiSdTSear^foen^ 
cent  from  £4.1  million  to  a re-  ams.  “There  don’t  appear  to  French  suspicion  of  restruc-  mmawriTn 

cord  £7.6  million,  runs  a staff  be  clouds  on  the  horizon.”  tarings  which  lose  jobs  over  ^ 

in Mm+HM  wbirh  rvw.  Kh»n  hicrhor  Interne#  J Contributors,  foe  Impact  OH 


incentive  scheme  which  cov- 
ers all  753  employees.  The 


Ehren  higher  interest  rates 
would  be  "only  a bit  of  a 


•fufla  Ffndi 


Huutw 


O HARES  in  the  Woolwich 
^^fombled  yesterday  as 
V^dr&matlcally  as  they 
had  soared  on  their  first  day 
of  trading,  as  foe  City  looked 
set  to  wipe  nearly  £1  billion 
off  its  -valuation  of  foe  com- 
pany. 

After  a spectacular  debut 
on  Monday,  when  shares 
began  trading  at  373 ^p.  prices 
slipped  a further  32.5p  yester- 
day toekeeatsOLSp. 

The  Woolwich  slide,  foe 

sharpest  decline  yet  in  the 


29  million  shares  changed 
hands  for  Just  305p.  And  ana-  A £300.000  City-style  bo-  L5  per  cent  on  properties  val- 

lysts  believe  that  the  pros-  nus  has  been  ued  at  over  £250,000  and  to  2 

pects  of  two  more  auctions  in  awarded  to  an  on-  per  cent  on  homes  over 

foe  pipeline  this  evening  and  ^^HAployee  of  SaviJts,  the  £500.000. 

tomorrow  evening,  win  have  upmarket  estate  agency  Chief  executive  Aubrey  Ad- 
dampened  demand  at  last  which  specialises  in  prime  ams  said:  "It  will  have  no  to- 
night's sale.  London  and  country  hones,  pact  at  alL  It  has  been  pitched 


£300,  OCX 
MW  nus 

awarde 


sive  homes  as  “irrelevant’’,  leap  in  profits  swelled  their  threat"  — especially  in  foe 
The  Chancellor  increased  annual  bonus  pot  from  market  for  prestige  homes  in 
stamp  duty  from  1 per  cent  to  £4J  million  to  £96  million  — which  few  buyers  relied  on 


foe  short  term.  h ^ , r 

But  it  would  be  an  indus- 
trial  catastrophe  for  Britain  sigmncaanL 


the  UK  stock  market  could  be 


L5  per  cent  on  properties  val- 
ued at  over  £250,000  and  to  2 
per  cent  on  homes  over 
£500,000. 

Chief  executive  Aubrey  Ad- 


equal  to  an  average  payout  cf  mortgages. 


£13,000  a head. 


Blocks  of  flats  in  prime  lo- 


Mr  Adams  said  every  Sa-  cations  were  "being  sold  off 
villa  office  had  turned  in  im-  plan,  without  viewing".  Many 
pressure  profits  and  that  even  buyers  were  Asian  investors. 


One  analyst  predicted:  land  sah 
"Buyers  can  now  look  for-  property, 
ward  to  substantial  amounts  Tbe  agi 
of  stock  becoming  available  Gordon  B 


London  and  country  homes,  pact  at  aB-  It  has  been  pitched 
land  BfCiag  and  investment  at  such  a high  level  that  an 


ams  said:  "It  win  have  no  to-  the  most  junior  staff  would  be  City  bankers,  flush  with 

pact  at  aH  It  has  been  pitched  getting  a bonus  of  around  their  annual  performance 
at  such  a high  level  that  an  £1,000.  At  foe  other  end  of  foe  payments,  were  trading  up 
extra  1 per  cent  tax  doesn’t  scale  were  several  very  big  and  out  “People  have  got 
make  any  difference  to  these  earners,  including  one  em-  their  bonuses  out  of  foe  City 
buyers."  Tbe  average  value  of  ployee  — not  a director  of  the  and  are  looking  to  buy  new 
homes  sold  by  Savills  is  company  — who  would  be  homes  in  London  or  maybe  a 
around  £400,000.  receiving  a record  £300,000.  place  In  foe  country,”  said  Mr 

The  firm,  which  was  report-  The  property  market  was  Adams. 


Tbe  agency  also  dismissed 
Gordon  Brown’s  Budget  move 


over  foe  next  few  days  and  to  take  the  steam  out  of  the 
they  are  going  to  sit  ft  out  and  housing  market  by  increasing 
wait  the  price  looks  stamp  duty  on  more  expen- 

rlght  ” . ^ 


Dead  Names’ 
wills  unfrozen 


around  £400,000. 

The  firm,  which  was  report- 


place  in  the  country.”  said  Mr 
Adams. 


Sarah  Ryle 


The  Woolwich  slide,  foe  Some  650,00°  shareholdCTS, 
sharpest  decline  yet  in  the  who  opted  to  cash  in  foeto 
value  of  any  recently  floated  shares  through  foe  tartfoi- 
buflding  society,  wiped  more  tional  auctions,  will  be  watch- 
than^TO  offfoe  value  of  the  ing  the  dm Uguff£J*ttb 


— — tate  Practitioners  (Step)  took 

a test  case  to  the  High  Court 

~ to  establish  the  legal  position, 

ORE  than  3,000  wills  choosing  foe  example  of  a 
made  by  Lloyd’s  of  prominent  barrister,  Ray 
London  Names  who  Yorke  QC.  who  died  in  199L 
r dead  are  set  to  be  un-  Mr  Justice  Lindsey 


Bank’s  vow  of  silence  deflates  the  pundits  sSSSSSS1 


average  windftU  paid  to  its 
25m01ion  members. 

Last  night,  the  City  was 
gambling  the  shares  would 
tall  thither  to  290p  at  foe 
second  of  four  Institutional 
auctions:  This  slashes  the 


Price  of  Britain'*  BSth  biggest  slide  was  a roire™o«  « 
mortgage  lender  from  sS.a  over-exuberant  ffrst-day  s 
bffifonSn  Monday  to  £4.6  climb,  when  only L5  per  cent 
bl&taL  of  Woolwich  shares  changed 

At  the  first  auction  on  Mon.*  h3™*-  A fpaffi5Sf(iuSSe 
day  evening,  shares  were  sold  ed  that  foe 


concern.  They  will  be  paid  an  Larry  EBlott 
average  of  the  prices  reached 

at  aillbur  sales.  

The  Woolwich  moved  ^ 

Quickly  to  allay  fears  that  /"NITY  analysts  and  media 
wbSSte  were  tumbling,  by  I pundte. ho^ngto judp 
stressing  that  yesterday’s  V^flw  Bank  of  Engiands 
slide  was  a correction  of  foe  intentions  on  interest  rates  by 
over-SSbenmt  first-day's  £»  «£*»*** 


for  an  . average  3I&5P.  much 

lower  thaa  prices  paid  in  tbe  

open  market,  where  shares  in  foe  hanking  sec^r.  CT'stalm  one  of  foe  Trea-  strong  committee  from  having 

closed  at  3m£  However,  even  However  shares  inthe  ex^es  for  a mSnphone  shoved  in  their 

« fob  price.  Wbolwich  mem-  Halffhxclosedjust  ^hinp-  mirdah.  feces  every  time  they  step  out- 

bera  would  have  pocketed  76L5p  — not.  to^eT^nmninguptoits  side  to  buy  a newspaper, 

minhnmn  windfkOs  of  more  jJ^&rester  twoday  dSSSSthe  MPC  One  exception  wffl  be  per- 

than  £1,400.  lariy,  Alliance  & iww  the  Bank’s  Governor 

•But  riani  nf  wanins  hirer-  shares  ended  the  day  just  lJjp  . tT>_  can  make  an  authoritative 


price  had  also  been 
down  by  foe  genera! 
in  foe  hanking  sector. 


thing  foe  monetary  policy 
committee  says  in  the  run-up 
to  its  meetings,  are  In  for  a 
disappointment 
For,  not  content  with  taking 
day-today  control  of  base  rates 
from  the  Chancellor,  the  Bank 


The  system  was  Introduced 
last  Friday  whan  the  MPC  was 
given  a rundown  on  what  has 
happened  to  the  economy  over 
recent  months.  From  foe  mo- 
ment the  Bank's  economists 
twain  presentations  an  prices, 
output  and  the  exchange  rate, 
foe  MPC  agreed  to  say  noth- 
ing until  36  hours  after  Its  deci- 
sion is  made  public. 

The  idea  is  to  dampen  foe 
speculation  that  builds  up  in 
advance  of  interest-rate  deci- 
sions. But  the  Bank  feels  that , 
It  "light  also  help  foe  nine- ; 


jCifpertiM* 


to  choose  the  American  or 
German  modeL 
Studies  were  ordered,  and  it 
was  decided  that  a slightly 
more  liberal  version  erf  the  US 


mark  legal  ruling  yesterday. 

Thousands  of  relatives  have 
been  unable  to  benefit  from 
inheritances  because  of  lin- 
gering uncertainty  over 
liability  for  losses  sustained 


hearing  until  yesterday.  He' 
said  executors  of  Mr  Yorke's 
will  “acted  reasonably  by  re- 
insuring foe  deceased's  poten- 
tial liabilities  into  Equitas 
and  need  do  no  more  to  pro- 


when  foe  insurance  market  vide  for  Lloyd's  creditors" 


system  — where  members  of  collapsed  seven  years  ago. 
the  Federal  Open  Market  Com-  Executors  feared  they  could 
mittep  say  nothing  for  a week  be  personally  liable  if  they 


either  side  of  meetings  — 
should  be  adopted. 

“We  had  pages  and  pages 


released  foe  assets  of  Names 
who  were  implicated  in 
future  recovery  actions  by 


foan  £1.400. 

But  signs  of  waning  mter- 
wt  Were  evident  as  early  as 
this  first  auction  when  some 


sary’s  fevourite  excuses  for  a microphone  shoved  in  their 
saying  nothing:  purdah.  faces  every  tame  they  step  out- 

in  fh?  week  running  up  to  its  side  to  buy  a newspaper. 
huSdS?  d5rasston&  foe  MPC  One  exception  wffl  be  per- 


md 

V -h  ‘iel' 

-:—'F  ^ rj; 

" :/• - V 

down  at  Slip  — well  up  on  its 
first  day  paak  of 577p. 


will  tate  a vow  of  silence, 
refraining  from  even  the  mer- 
est hint  erf  its  views. 


TtiWpri-  the  Bank’s  Governor 
ran  make  an  authoritative 
statement  to  calm  the  markets. 


for  foe  committee  was  whether  months'." 


back  frxm  the  Federal  Reserve  creditors.  This  was  despite 

tdUnp  us  in  precise  detail  ex-  foe  creation  of  a scheme  de- 
adly how  they  operated,”  said  signed  to  cap  losses, 
one  senior  Bank  official.  The  Society  of  Trust  and  Es- 

But,  he  added:  “When  we  

gqVoH  to  see  the  Bundesbank’s  tourist  rates  — bank  sells 

Australia  2206  France  9.687 
Austria  20.20  Germany  2.8715 
Belgium  5927  Greece  454.00 
Canada  228  Hong  Kong  12.88 

Cyprus  02485  India  60.30 

Denmark  11.00  , Ireland  1X750 
Finland  8.629  Israel  8.01 


Step  said  at  the  time  of  the 
hearing  that  foe  families  of 
Lloyd's  Names  were  suffering 
real  hardship  as  a result  of 
foe  freeze  on  assets. 

A spokesman  for  Lloyd’s  of 
London  sai±  “We  welcome 
this  judgment  because  It  will 
give  certainty  to  executors  of 
deceased  Lloyd's  Names.” 


rules  we  were  told  they  didn’t  Au8tralta  ? 
exist  We  were  told:  “What  hap-  Austria  2020 
pens  here  is  every  now  Belgium  5927 
and  then  Hans  [Tietmeyer]  Canada  228 
Having  agreed  to  foe  purdah  shouts  at  them  and  foal  shuts 
in  principle,  the  only  problem  them  up  for  a couple  of  pinUind  8 S2g 


Italy  2X20 
Malta  0.6305 
Netherlands  322 
New  Zealand  2.42 
Norway  12.00 
Portugal  289.75 
Saudi  Arabia  621 


Sfaigapaa  2.41 
South  Africa  7.43 
Spain  241.00 
Sweden  12.78 
Switzerland  229 
Turkey  243/480 
USA  1.6480 


SuppuoU  hr  Extet  fexrtuUfng  ftxfJan  rupee,  fareefl  a net  el  and  Singapore  denar). 


—TV 
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Famous 
tailoring 
name  is 


going  for 
a Burton 


OUTLOOK/Debenhams  spin-off  to  cost 
hundreds  of  jobs.  Julia  Finch  reports 


THE  Burton  Group  un- 
veiled plans  yester- 
day for  a corporate 
restructuring  that 
will  split  the  retail- 
ing empire  in  two,  wipe  the 
Burton  name  from  -die  stock 
market  and  result  in  hun- 
dreds of  job  losses. 

The  Debenhams  depart- 
ment stores  are  to  be  spun  off 
as  a separate  listed  company 
while  the  rest  of  the  group  — 
fashion  rhafns  Dorothy  Per- 
kins, Burton  Menswear, 
Evans,  Top  Shop  and  Princi- 
ples, together  with  home 
shopping  catalogues  Racing 
Green  and  Hawkshead  — will 
be  reorganised  into  a single 
unit  and  operate  under  a new 
name.  All  of  the  job  losses 
will  be  in  the  administration 
functions  of  the  fashion 
chains. 

Burton’s  American  chief 
executive  John  Hoemer  — 
who  was  hired  by  Sir  Ralph 
Halpera  in  1987  to  turn  round 
the  ailing  department  stores 
— said  Debenhams  should  be 
a separately  listed  company 
by  March  next  year.  Terry 
Green,  the  Debenhams  chief 
executive,  will  continue  to 
run  the  chain  under  chair- 
man Peter  Jarvis,  the  former 
chief  executive  of  Whitbread. 

Mr  Hoerner  will  take  the 
reins  at  the  fashion  multiples 
business,  under  the  Burton 
Group's  chairman  Sir  John 
Hoskyns.  Mr  Hoemer,  who 
last  year  received  a pay  pack- 
age of  £915,000,  will  not  take  a 
pay  cut  even  though  the  size 
of  the  company  he  heads  is  to 
be  reduced. 

The  demerger  or  Deben- 
hams — 12  years  after  former 


Burton  boss  Sir  Ralph  won 
control  in  one  of  the  City’s 
hardest  fought  takeover 
battles  — was  welcomed  by 
most  retailing  analysts.  Nick 
Bubb,  analyst  at  Socifete  Gen- 
erate Strauss  Turnbull,  de- 
scribed the  announcement  as 
"very  good  news’*.  Other  ana- 
lysts said  they  would  have 
been  happy  for  the  group  to 
continue  as  one  now  that ' 
drastic  action  was  being  1 

faltwi  ths»  fashion  nhams. 

An  independent  Deben-  j 
hams  is  likely  to  be  valued  at ! 
almost  the  same  as  the  £1.7 
hminn  the  whole  group  is 
worth  on  the  stock  market 
"The  value  and  growth  of  De- 1 
benhams  has  been  buried  in- 1 
side  the  group,"  said  Mr 1 
Bubb.  “The  stock  market  has 
bran  focusing  far  too  much  on 
the  problems  of  the  multiples 
division  and  not  enough  on 
just  how  good  and  strong  De- 
benhams has  been.” 

He  believes  that  an  indepen- 
dent Debenhams  would  be 
worth  iq)  to  lOOp  a share,  and  1 
the  two  units  together  should 
be  worth  at  least  120p  and 
“probably  more  like  I50p".  As 
news  of  the  demerger  was 
released.  Burton  Group’s  i 
shares  climbed  10.75p  to  225-5p.  : 

The  fashion  chains  are  fac- 
ing major  surgery.  The  div- 
isions have  been  run  like  sep- 
arate companies,  each  with  | 
its  own  managing  director 
running  hlq  own  finance,  per-  1 
sonoel  and  marketing  depart- 
ments. The  Burton  Group 
also  has  head  office  depart- 
ments covering  the  same  ; 
functions. 

From  September,  each  chief 
win  concentrate  only  on  bny- 


TRIPLEX  Lloyd,  the 

Midlands  engineer; 
jug  group  involved 
last  year  la  a vicious 
£715  million  takeover  battle 
for  rival  William  Cook,  is 
parting  company  with  - its 
chief  executive  Graham 
Lockyer.  the  architect  of  the 
bid. 

Hie  company,  which  at  one 
point  asked  the  Department 
of  Trade  and  Industry  to  in- 
tervene In-  what  is  generally 

regarded  as  one  of  the  dirtiest 

hid  battles  ever  seen  in  the 
City,  said  Mr  Lockyer  had  left 
because  of  “differences  of 
opinion". 

He  Is  expected  to  receive  a 
substantial  pay-off.  although , 
♦his  has  yet  to  be  negotiated. 
Mr  Lockyer.  a life-long  engi- 
neer, is  not  thought  to  have 
another  job  lined  up.  He  bad  a 
two-year  contract  and  was 
paid  £282,000  last  year,  ac- 
cording to  the  company’s 
annual  report. 

In  a statement.  Triplex  said  , 
Mr  Lockyer  was  leaving  by 
mutual  consent  and  with  im- 
mediate effect,  while  finance 
director  Bob  Mitchell  would 
stand  inter  him  nntil  a per- ! 
maneirt  successor  was  found. 

Announcing  the  move, 
chairman  Colin  Cooke  said 
Mr  Lockyer  had  contributed 
significantly  to  Triplex. 

Lloyd’s  performance  over  the 
past  three  years. 

But,  he  added:  "Differences 
of  opinion  about  strategic  di- 
rection have  become  evident 
recently  and,  as  a result,  Gra- 
ham and  ourselves  have  mu- 
tually decided  to  pursue  sepa- 
rate pates." 

During  the  battle  for  Wil- 
liam Cook,  which  ended  when 
Cook's  chairman.  Andrew 
Cook,  stunned  Triplex  by  tak- 
ing the  company  pr  ivate  in  a 
£795  minion  deal,  Mr  Lock- 


Exit  ...  Graham  Lockyer, 
leaving  Triplex  Lloyd 


yer  and  his  colleagues  were 
criticised  by  the  Takeover 
Panel  for  leaking 

Informatiftw 

News  of  Mr  Lockyer's  de- 
parture came  as  Triplex  an- 
nounced a 19  per  cent  tor 
crease  in  tell  year  pre-tax 
profits,  to  £115  minion. 

The  figure  would  have  been 
hlghw  hilt  for  £2.1  milticm 
worth  of  costs  incurred  dur- 
ing the  bid  ter  William  Cook, 
while  Mr  Cooke  said  he  ex- 
pects Triplex  to  be  hit  by  tee 
strong  pound  to  the  tune  of 
£500,000  this  year. 

Meanwhile,  Mr  Cooke  said 
Triplex  was  still  on  tee  look- 
out for  acquisitions,  and  was 
in  talks  involving  four  poss- 
ible purchases  to  Europe  and 
the  US.  Triplex  shares  closed 
down  lV4p  at  1S8WP  on  the  fig- 
ures. 


1,000 jobs  at  risk  as  Dalgety 
issues  new  profits  warning 


Ian  King 


Buried  treasure ...  an  independent  Debenhams  could  be  worth  as  much  as  the  whole  group  photograph:  DAv>osiLLiTOE 


ing  and  sourcing  merchan- 
dise. All  tee  other  functions 
— which  account  for  20  per 
cent  of  employees  and  about 
40  per  cent  of  payroll  costs  — 
are  being  centralised.  Job 
losses  will  be  "in  the 
hundreds”. 

Mr  Hoerner  now  intends  to 
run  the  divisions  like  depart- 
ments at  Debenhams.  The 
idea  is  not  new,  he  pointed 
out.  It  is  exactly  how  the  Bur- 


ton Group  used  to  be  run  in 
the  early  1980s  before  ft  pur- 
chased Debenhams.  But  he 
admitted  that  some  of  the  div- 
isional managing  directors, 
who  were  only  told  of  the 
changes  yesterday  morning, 
were  “miffed"  at  the  reduc- 
tion in  their  responsibilities. 

It  later  emerged  that  one  — 
Stuart  Rose,  who  had  a chief 
executive  role  over  all  of  the 
multiples  except  Top  Shop  — 


had  quit  A spokesman  said 
he  was  offered  a new  role,  but 
chose  not  to  take  it 

Mr  Hoemer  said  he  had  no 
plans  to  axe  tee  ailing  Burton 
menswear  riwjn  but  might 
develop  the  two  home  shop- 
ping catalogues  — Racing 
Given  and  Hawkshead  — into 
store  chains. 

A Debenhams  demerger,  be 
revealed,  was  first  considered 
in  1994,  but  abandoned  as  the 


fashion  multiples  business 
was  not  then  considered 
strong  enough  to  stand  alone. 
At  teat  time  tee  business 
made  a £31  million  loss. 

The  spin-off  plan  was  reac- 
tivated when  it  made  a 
£49  million  profit  last  year. 
The  fashion  multiples  still 
face  problems,  although  Mr 
Hoerner  says  “there  is  always 
a crisis  of  some  sort  in  a 
retailing  group”. 


Dalgety.  the  pet  food 
and  agricultural  feeds 
group,  is  expected  to 
cut  up  to  1,000  jobs  after  issu- 
ing its  second  profits  warn- 
ing In  almost  as  -many 
months.  " 

A wholesale  restructuring 
rtf  the  company’s  pet  food 
business,  which  owns 
brands  like  Felix.  Arthur's 
and  Winalot,  is  the  likely 
outcome  of  a management 
review  of  tee  operation. 

Shares  of  Dalgety  tumbled 
39V4p  to  222p  on  the  state- 
ment, in  which  the  company 
warned  that  profits  for  the 
year  were  expected  to  be 
about  £85  million,  against 
£80  million  pencilled  in  by 
most  City  analysts. 

In  its  trading  statement, 
Dalgety  said  it  suffered  dis- 
appointing trading  during 
the  fourth  quarter  and  would 
face  exceptional  charges  of 


£138  million  for  year.  In  par- 
ticular, chairman  Sir  Denys 
Henderson  blamed  poor 
weather  for  falling  profits  on 
the  agribusiness  side.  The 
strong  pound  also  played  a 
part 

Sir  Denys  said:  “These 
results-  are  unacceptable, 
and  shareholder  value  must 
be  restored. 

He  added:  “Extensive  man- 
agement actions,  will  pro- 
duce benefits  that  will  be- 
come increasingly  apparent 
during  1997/8  and  beyond." 

Dalgety,  whose  agriculture 
business  was  harmed  earlier 
this  year  by  the  BSE  crisis, 
saw  the  operation  hit  further 
in  June  by  cheap  fertiliser 
imports  and  tee  unusually 
wet  weather. 

However,  chief  executive 
Richard  Gothler  said  most  of 
tee  restructuring  in  tee  agri- 
culture division  was  complete, 
although  the  pet  fbod  business 
was  likely  to  take  up  more 
nunuiymflpt 


Reel  comeback  for  Sony 


News  in  brief 


Mark  Tran  In  New  York 


STRONG  opening  box- 
office  for  science  fiction 
comedy  Men  to  Black 
marks  the  resurgence  of  Sony 
Pictures  Entertainment  three 


years  after  it  was  forced  to 
write  off  $2.7  billion  (£1.6 
billion)  after  a string  of  box 
office  duds  and  profligate 
spending  by  film  executives. 

Men  tn  Black,  starring 
Tommy  Lee  Jones  and  Will 
Smith,  follows  successes  this 


The  help  key. 
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year  including  Jerry  Ma- 
guire. Anaconda  and  My  Best 
Friend’s  Wedding  — with  a 
scene-stealing  Rupert  Everett 

— which  have  enabled  Sony 
to  cast  off  its  reputation  as 
Hollywood’s  weakling. 

Sony's  two  studios,  Colum- 
bia and  TriStar,  have 
together  raked  in  more  than 
$500  million  so  fere  this  year 

— setting  a record  pace  for 
the  industry.  Sony  now  leads 
Hollywood  in  market  share  as 
measured  by  ticket  sales. 

Men  in  Black,  dubbed  by 
Newsweek  the  summer’s 
“coolest,  funniest  movie”,  is 
shaping  up  as  Sony's  most 
successful  film  of  tee  year, 
grossing  S84  million  since  its 
release  last  week.  Sony  be- 
lieves it  might  have  found  a 
’franchise”  — like  Batman  or 
Superman  — to  spin  off  se- 
quels with  merchandising  tie- 
ins. 

After  flops  such  as  Last 
Action  Hero  and  Mary  Reilly, 
the  hit  are  welcome  to  a Japa- 
nese company  impatient  for 
results  after  investing  $10 
billion  in  Hollywood 
following  the  Eighties  idea 
that  a marriage  between  soft- 
ware (movies)  and  hardware 
(electronic  consumer  goods) 
would  lead  to  riches. 

This  brought  grief  to  Sony 
and  to  Matsushita,  another 
electronics  giant  which  has 
since  sold  Universal  Studios 
to  Seagram,  the  whisky  and 
soft  drinks  empire. 

He  reversal  of  fortune  vin- 
dicates Sony  president  No- 
buyuki  Wei’s  decision  to  ap- 
point John  Calley,  aged  66,  as 
president  of  the  Hollywood 
arm  last  October.  Mr  Calley 
dropped  out  of  Hollywood  be- 
fore returning  three  years  ago 
to  become  president  of  United 
Artists,  where  he  revived  the 
James  Bond  franchise  with 
Goldeneye. 

For  next  year,  Mr  Calley  is 
betting  on  Godzilla  which  was 
to  tee  doldrums  until  he  took 


Germans  set  to 
fund  Eurofighter 


<2> 

Midland  Private  Banking 


THE  Government  is  confident  that  Friday's  meeting  of  the 
German  cabinet  will  finally  authorise  funding  of  the  next  stage 
of  the  £40  billion  Eurofighter  project  But  Ministry  cfDefence 
officials  warned  yesterday  that  the  four-nation  project  and, 
with  it,  up  to  40.000  British  jobs  would  not  be  secure  until 
German  parliamentary  approval  was  obtained — to  September 
at  the  earliest 

“All  the  indications  are  that  the  German  government  is  going 
to  take  a positive  decision  to  proceed  with  the  production  of 
Eurofighter,”  said  a defence  official 

After  a hitter  fight  between  Bonn’s  defence  and  finance 
ministers,  the  federal  government  is  expected  to  approve  pro- 
duction investment  of  around  DM23  billion  (£7.7  billion)  for  180 
aircraft.  — David  Fair  hall 


Interest  rates  for  Midland 
Private  Banking  customers 


With  effect  from  8 July  1997 


Japanese  sell  tunnel  debt 


SEVERAL  Japanese  banks  have  reduced  their  £1  billion  expo- 
sure to  Eurotunnel  debt  to  around  £400  mm  inn,  it  emerged  yester- 
day, 48  hours  before  the  company’s  critical  shareholders  meeting 
to  approve  the  debt-for-equity  plan. 

They  are  Dafcfchx,  Fttfi  and  Asahi  while  three  other  banks — • 
Sanwa,  Sakura  and  Industrial  Bank  of  Japan — are  also  under- 
stood to  have  sold  exit  oCEurotunnel  debt  The  Japanese,  under 
ministerial  pressure  to  reduce  their  exposure  to  bad  Joans,  are 
understood  to  have  sold  in  March.  — Financial  staff 


Financial  adviser  punished 


FINANCIAL  adviser  Lincoln  Independent  Limited  was  fined 
£75,000  yesterday  for  its  failure  to  compensate  victims  Of  the 
billion -pound  personal  pensions  mis-seflingscaadal.  It  admitted 
that  it  had  failed  “to  take  all  reasonable  steps"  to  make  its 
appointed  representative  firms  carry  out  the  pension  review 
according  to  the  standards  laid  down  by  City  watchdogs.  The  firm 
has  also  agreed  to  pay  £10,000  costs  to  chief  regulator  of  financial 

services,  the  Personal  In  vestment  Authority.  — Lrax  Safto/ 
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Investment  Management  ' 

Cash  held  on  the  Capital  Account  within  Our.lAvestmeni  Management 
Service  will  earn  interest  at  the  foUowfag  rates: 


HarperCollins  sparks  interest 


BERTELSMANN,  the  German  media  group,  emerjted  yesterday 

as  a possible  invests  in  HarperCollins,  the  troubled  book  pub- 
lisher owned  by  Rupert  Murdoch’s  News  Corporation.  Bertels- 
mann would  take  a stake  in  one  erf  the  world's  largest  book 
publishers  through  its  American  publishing  subsidiary.  Bantam 
Doubleday  DeU  Publishing  Group.  HarperCollins,  which  lost  $7 
million  (£4  mflUon)  in  ttiaqrcirft«rmvtirig  March  3L  moved 
recently  to  trim  costs. 

Mr  Murdoch  has  mmo  nrvTwpreKgnrp  from  shareholders  to 
sen  HarperCamns,  created  in  1989,  because  it  does  not  mesh  with 
the  company's  focus  on  television  and  satellite  broadcasting.  Mr 
Murdoch,  however,  has  denied  any  desire  to  seUHarpetCaOtos 
outright — Stark  Tran  to  New  Vbrft- 
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Gross:  the  tale  before  the  deduction  of  tax  applied  to  Modi  on  savings.  Net  this  is  the  annual  ate  of  interest  after 
the  deduction  of  tax  applied  to  interest  on  sawnjp. 


Midland  Private  Banking  ha  trading  name of Midland  Barit  Trust  Company  Limbed,  a subsidiary  Midland  Bank  pic 
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Newmarket  with  TV  form 
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Racing 


Fallon  pays  price 
for  Bosra  blunder 


Chris  Hawkins  finds  Cecil  on  offensive 
in  the  continuing  saga  over  stable  jockey 


HENRY  Cecil,  10  times 
champion  trainer, 
threw  what  could 
only  he  described  as 
a tantrum  in  the  winner's  en- 
closure at  Newmarket  yester- 
day. It  did  not  become  him. 

Not  even  the  success  of  his 
Cralgsteel  In  tbe  opening  race 
could  sweeten  his  mood  — 
heaven  help  us  if  the  colt  had 
been  beaten!  — as  he 
launched  into  a full  scale  of- 
fensive against  the  media  for 
“exaggerating’’  his  reaction 
to  Kieren  Fallon's  controver- 
sial ride  on  Bosra  Sham  in 
last  Saturday’s  Eclipse. 

CecH  had  called  it  "appall- 
ing" the  day  alter,  but  when 
he  read  his  words  in  print  ob- 
viously decided  that  it  was 
those  not-to-be- trusted  hacks 
trying  to  whip  up  trouble. 

"Why  don't  you  leave  me 
alone.  You’re  a bloody  nui- 
sance the  lot  of  you!  When 
I’ve  got  something  to  say  I’ll 
let  you  know,”  was  his  reac- 
tion when  asked  to  expand  on 
the  situation  yesterday. 

Cecil  had  earlier  issued  a 
statement  which  read:  “I  have 
decided,  having  talked  to  con- 
nections. that  it  is  in  the  best 
interest  of  the  fillies  (Bosra 
Sham  and  Lady  Carla)  if 
Kieren  FaDon  is  replaced.” 

_ When  asked  whether  this 

Stand  by  me  — business  as  usual  for  Cecal  and  Fallon  at  Newmarket  photograph-  allsport  was  at  his  behest  or  owner 


ESnowamt, 


“PPfjJjrrcsrtiv BMafll  tMHkttn  MwbfElMftainh  QL 


*:*«  Nk-luer 


DUKE  OF  CAMBRIDGE  IfCAP  3Y0 

1m  2f  £1 9,820  fl  B declared) 

JLSamfO-T 


A-*'. 

5- 

•ssrfj 


la 

aw 


runners  and  riders  tonight 
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Wafic  Said’s.  Cecil  accused 
the  questioner  of  stupidity, 
claiming  that  his  statement 
made  it  perfectly  clear. 

One  can  only  presume, 
therefore,  that  it  is  Cecil’s  de- 
cision in  which  case  his  reac- 
tion to  Fallon’s  ride  has  not 
been  exaggerated. 

Whether  the  partnership 
will  remain  intact  only  time 
will  tell,  but  Fallon  is  still  the 
stable's  number  one  jockey 
and  appeared  not  to  be 
greatly  upset  at  losing  the 
ride  on  the  Said  fillies. 

‘There  are  still  another  200 
I horses  at  Warren  Place  for  me 
to  ride,”  he  said.  “Maybe 
Henry  Cecil's  confidence  in 
me  is  not  as  great  as  it  was 
before  the  Eclipse,  but  I hope 
to  change  all  that  by  the  end 
of  the  year." 

Put  bluntly,  Fallon  was  yes- 
terday ■■jocked-oIT'  Lady 
Carla,  who  finished  seventh, 
to  ride  the  sixth.  Dushyantor, 
in  the  afternoon’s  big  race, 
the  Princess  Of  Wales's 
Stakes. 

Shantou  won  it  by  a head 
from  the  favourite  Swain 
after  a rare  final  furlong 
tussle  and  both  may  meet 
again  in  the  King  George  at 
Ascot  later  in  the  month. 

At  one  time  Shantou  was  la- 
belled ungenuine.  That  is 
clearly  not  the  case  these 


days,  although  he  does  have  a 
mind  of  his  own  and  will  not 
work  with  other  horses  in  the 
mornings.  "You  couldn’t  get 
him  to  go  up  Warren  Hill  if 
you  paid  him."  said  his 
trainer  John  Gosden. 

Swain,  a big.  handsome 
colt,  was  running  for  the  first 
time  since  October  and  will 
no  doubt  come  on  but  he  just 
seems  to  lack  the  necessary- 
acceleration  to  win  one  of  the 
really  big  events. 

At  Newmarket  this  after- 
noon Prlena  (3.00)  looks  a 
decent  bet  in  the  Duke  Of 
Cambridge  Handicap.  David 
Loder’s  filly  finished  runner- 
up  in  the  Lupe  Stakes  first 
time  out  and  then  ran  argu- 
ably a better  race  when  a half- 
length  second  to  Squeak  at 
Newbury.  The  latter  boosted 
the  forzn  by  winning  the  Lan- 
cashire Oaks  on  Saturday. 

Bold  Pact  (2.35)  looked  an 
I unlucky  loser  of  the  Coventry 
Stakes  at  Royal  Ascot  and 
seeks  compensation  In  the 
July  Stakes. 

After  hitting  the  front  and 
looking  an  assured  winner  at 
Ascot  he  veered  right  across 
the  track  forfeiting  the  advan- 
tage and  eventually  finishing 
third  to  Harbour  Master. 

There  was  nothing  physi- 
cally wrong  with  the  colt  so 
his  erratic  performance  can 
be  put  down  to  greenness. 
Today  he  will  wear  a fulmer- 
snaffle  — a bit  with  a bar  each 
side  — to  help  keep  him 
straight. 


ar»*V',L 


m Ups--'- 


f Ewlyr7f  £3,761  (15  declared) 

IB  -00205  Bandar  (S3)  (D)  6 L Done  4-9- 

20  050310  4-9-10. 

3(13)  53CTI3?  Itabt  Crake  [M){D|V  Sane  6-1 

405)  411200  Batata  (in  (M  Gar  KetayG- 

50  404653  Sea DandnfU] (DlJBrtta* 4-5 

Cm  -50000  BaneannMr(2S)(Cil)SD0 

7(7)  43140  Speedy Ota* (23) (tHUHsda 


D)  6 L tare  4- 9-12 

Rhras  4-B-10 

Ml  [to  V Scow  MM) 

H Gar  tetany  G-9-fl 

OPUBUdw  4-9-3 

«r(25)  (tit)  S Dr*  5-9-2 

e(23)(D)MHta»-afc&-9'2 


_.T  Qatar 
. T Spate 

_ J new 

S Saurian 
Pri  Eddery 


K Fata 

Pat  EcUtarr 

C Rater 

— 0 Mata* 

D Hankao 

5 Maa 

ACM 


IS  500084  riAIWiB 

2 a 0-1800  Due  Rafis 

ant  404130  Sou*  Tan  (I- 

4(E)  -04410  VHtamdfe 

5(3  -05231  taBBtaiPltai 

■M  10-404  DeaMeFtyt 


MtaK  2-1  Rnta's  hn 
F*aM2-1  Abaotoirfepa 


I Trainer  watch 


Home  haring  Mr  flnt  na  ter  a newtataer  Way— Frikeriaa*  335  ftnwrf  Mss.  BAs  L C -ta«C  m 
CJBBnaadq«oro:£(»Bilnhsajne.DasHa8ilDMP*e  Boring.  G tenant  ta  W tegpr.  aSOSemWs 
Nephew,  SCWBaminiUPobtei; 

(HORtatM  6.45  Red  Dec*.  8 Pritog  to  P town:  Suw  Sana.  n Fraa  to  P Hctte  7.15  Hemera  M Haungmo 
ft  Rudder.  taster  Cotton,  J GUtad  to  J SpeataO;  7.45  Final  Prills.  Un  C Hogs  » P Bowert  Raw.  R 
BatwoPtfcfcts  B45C(wx'oGat.AJHannuMistURMBiiityBpta-IdUDi»iaNMBain:9.i5Uu 
FMWi.  J Curfcs  ta  P PnUunL 


j*  DAY  RBfiORlAL  HANDICAP 

£6.472  (15  declared) 


I id  Lind 

itoniers 


*JmAW2iii  £6.472(1 5 declared) 

{?, W BSSKSttE.— =rn4Sfi  .5 
J®  SS  ft 

■*\-S»BSaffi^i=====3BB  s 

Tre  4n»0pe*nfl1)W Stair  5-8-13  -- : -5BS5S  2 

IB  -103(50  ■BrHHtMBBJHMriwW-CT -—•*£■**  H 

■3.  OM  MgtadMji-3-^10’ -IBRtagn  M 

MB  BW«dna5&JPea«5-S-7 — SS£S“S  £ 

nR  ffinpq  Needy  (a)JL WMrijM  — — — " 

12 s mm  uai»*SSnta»MTW*6-8-4 ^ 

»w.'  43W  3«0 Man (TRHPebaaa 3-4-3 78 

14  023  _ 01040  taNtaBpaiU  Wan  4-7'11 i.  LJT’So  h 

«(r  -0040?  Spateo»(Tl)tl9taiy*-7-”  * B K 

MhKM  bttarin.  P-2MM  Star.  7-1  Begets*  AM,  *-i  Clad  ktatatt.  VM  ftmtm  Urn.  tea*.  12-1 


Worcester  National  Hunt  evening  card 


RON  COX 

TUP  FORM 

S45 

Pritatnon 

lightntag  Quest 

7.15 

HoanybedWood 

HmeyhedWood 

7.45 

SamangBz 

Gbmuogez 

8.15 

Oommanclta  Creek 

Commmctie  Crtek 

8.45 

HoUeraMI 

BraaUebeny 

M5 

. Jovian  Pood 

— 

O 4 JC  RADIO  WYVEKM  HANDICAP  HURDLE 

On  J 02m  £2^50  (12  deciared) 

own  CabmaOt Curia fizimmw 


[skyJ 


61922  HhSti  . . _ 

3 PI  690  IMUn  (21)  (HflS  Gwtt&i  B-1S-10 > ttaAreotfy* 

4 12533-  Waedha  (255)  on  KMcroan  7-11-10 H mama 

5 23342-  Cealar*1M»|«(cnlta5V)KanE 9-1 1-9 NBThntaffl 

■ 3«1-  HGMriFe»ff20)JJOiiiBn5-lM _ . C MeCmadk  (t) 

7 mwi  «alta«FfaaBSjll|(»Pa»Bi 9-11-2 -LCtaata  O 

S 00042  Praml(rdk:(8N  £DlbWrtB5-iO-n  — W Menton 

I 53391  CanamcteCwtaCl)(a)U»Pa 7-10-6 A P McCoy* 

IS  504P-*  tiwcBrtQMmtBSMLSrtW 9-10-4 B Sntaa 

T1  5DP-43  tariaam Bay moCElanrt *-H)-2 B Hnen 

12  Q31F-6  SMBagMgajlMFjGRtafl 5-10-0 S Wyme 

BMDw  7-2  Cmeacta  Creek.  9-2  ta  Ekad  firih,  7-1  USr  Sta.  COtecus  01  nab  0-1  VtardalftaiOIFirrtDm. 
WMMDNysWn 

0 ACBflOCKHAMPTON  novice  chase 

On**;#  2m  £3, 1 60  (1 7 declared) 

1 3331/1  BnuMabanyni)R0)UnSSariti8-1l-4 — R Oust 

2 P3U1-3  6tana(U)|nJ0'Snaa 7-U-4 Wctaal  Boen  P3* 

I F031F-  Rwwwl2w(4Q(D1FMuiltrf6-Il)-lJ A Ngta 

4 J562-2  BatenReriCmNItoan 6-10-1 1 — — 0 BNatfta 

5 03(12-  Ceenag  Bee  pBRiiae  14  Ratand  0-10-11 Nr  B Ttanta  (3) 

B /X  3Z  OnnaeadNataor (11) (BrjTTtanswJixiai 8-10-11 H A RtgenU 

7 4*59  Fotata^BnttarnfiatfcteSSnEi 7-10-11 B F Rym  S) 

a IBM-  JaneM*(3B0)jatoe 7-10-11 Nr  J Hart  P) 

9 100F-?  PaaMBiyWnOCanime-lO-ll Nrs  F Baedben 

« /3U34-  Batata  Lad  (SQJ  fens*  9-10-11  - B BaBmyw 

n 2111-4  atayWfliHgpqfnHIRCEMn  7-10-11 N NBBanm 

12  nuffi  ta>4onHigg|N(1^HJfttfS-1(HK„ T J MaqNy 

13  /S69F  theUte&mv (ffi) TO*brnn 7-10-11 A itanSm 

14  RBDF-  Uefetai ■(fW)  W HHnoter 5-ilW A P McCoy 

B 4453-3  *N*leamDMn»aM5-1M . S EdtaN 

10  05135/  Xtataa  (OflN  * E BettagtHi  (7) 

17  OPPO-O  HoomBBNW(WP(WBRl6-l(« C UanOya 

BtatafS-i  Bantntoiy.4-1  OwnaeaitmnnB.B-1  SlarMtiile.6-1  «amme  Honey.  FnMA'&BRatiei.  9-1 
tUknHEVMaLim 

9#  CWORCESieiOPStNH  RAT  RACE 

N 1 W 2m  £138  (20  declared) 

1 1171-2  SeeTk»Q2)Pftwa&-1l-6 ; N MSmue 

2 9 At*oneMta(iDJJB4(«H5-il-4 N Aim 

9 00  BaniciiBqf(tqjMcCaM(ciBiS-11-4 ...  S NUMB 

4 (HW  BNritaNrtf  pi)  OCata  6-11-4 Hn  » Bated  (J) 

6 0 BanyTtmar mi Aiews 5-11-4 ; A KaMe 

B 5 Jaatai Panri (18) PR Wttla 5-11-4 _ Hr  f Salt 

7 UrtMctayf-teeW 5-IM . Jill . .1 » B WUnr  (71 

B SaHeHaaiclHPlDBnG-lM iTml 

S 0-  SooSao«Ht*rtyf231)CWaa»iK-ii-4 H BUM 

1*  30  Ttaal  Ha  Bold  mP&nea  9-11-4 L Cmntas  IB 

11  0b-  Rtawlmmb 01ifl4-1 1-1 S ITSta  ft 

12  6-  neari>rmWD11m4-1)-1 ft  Haney  0) 

13  0 tatan nearay  p^J  tuner 4-n-j ... — . - » 9^ 

14  22-  NNHtCUy(nsHram4-lT-!  w Kaftan 

S 00-  MU forttafnziPftfcJan 5-55-13 C Ubnm 

» Prtd«KainSB«4«RJPW86-io-13 - Mr  0 Neman  0) 

17  .CftodrikMaL CBM 4-10-10 Nr  L Jettrt 

« 004)  Carile  Tie  Seeariaq  CBM  4-10-10 Oftetai 

IB  0 PWayTBMpRFJon&n4-10-10 v!?5£. 

| 20  8atalheltal4^pe4-i0-10 A P NeCay 

BeflNE5j7SMTartL  ii-4  kie  tin  Rn.  11-9  HaneCly,  8-1  lad  uctay.TRoiutBtai  io-i  Seta  ttnuL 
t?-1  inon  Paul  Gsecop  Lon? 

COURSE  SPKWUSTS 


■JIJimrrhoRnnJtoKB-lJ-O HA 

mils 5 So* 7-1  vi?  . — 

JGwttoB-U-IO B 


MUM  tatMUi.  P-2Mad 
ta>  Oh.  Batata 

COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


ra  taw  » Uwist 

T5  Kb”  ?d4  5S 

77  521  148  -«5»  »««■ 

44  311  14.1  43.17 

J3  3f6  «7  -44S3  tN«2* 

* Iffl  Ji  -10809 

31  344  09  -64  JC 

S3  343  96  97.16  **■»•» 


W ftaa  % tenia 

S3  - 2B4  839  +22 « 

43  525  829  24156 

4?  304  OS  .-72.17 

33  260  127  -10904 

30  2TO  1L1  -9020 

M 2W  103  -11406 

SO  an  103  -13226 


Left-tented  cfacuR  rf  \m5t  «fii  220yds  iuMil  Ral  adh  easy  Tura.  a wy  Mr.  gaflotflng 
bftdc. 

Going:  nudes.  Good  to  firm;  Chase.  Good  * Dantes  Whkers.  

Long  distance  tmeBarR  UAHs  Court  (7.45)  J BHUL  Cumbria  211  mBes.  Baooy  Rred 
(8.45)  & XaSpetB  (8.45)  N MasfXLCo  Durham  210  mfles. 

Seven  day  wfarnen:  None. 

Bflnkered  first  Urn:  None.  Wswwt  htone. 

Rgues  in  tvactate  after  ftona's  name  daiote  dap  store  tea  outing.  F.Rat  


BKUcraan  7-11-10 I 

MienMtSVKane  9-11-9 Mr  B ' 

IQJJOuinn 5-11-7 _ . C Me 

d (1M  (D)  P 8mm  9-71-2 LI 


«FfaakrtJ1MI»PB«oi  9-11-2 

■ aryiflc  (BN  WDWrtB  5-10-1 T — 


££  y«f-HWtPLHY  NOVICE  HURDLE 

Wn**9  2m  41  £2,406  (20  declared) 


Results 


HBWNlftKPT 

UM (TIJr.t, OMAMSTNNL. K FritaPj 

:a«s3 itt&vgE 

tm  <**»  i. 

n*-nr  ■,  K mm  Naan  tf-Hi 

PCM)  VMMPuilty  Mia  S0rW.hd.jJ.lK 
. Ptetawyn)  rawfii4.n.  aftoct  m ciu. 
US6.  Duet  P:  tas.till  7 no-  GS7S.1B.  CSF: 

• «M(lAt4,  MNURAK,  L DtfWtff-fl);  ■. 

- Otatae  iStaitel  d-1). ».  Itea 


PONTEFRACT 


tisstsastssai 

- OotaP.cn  mTUO'CNtsa.  CSF  C35.23. 

teMOftoi  4fk  1,  BHAWTOU.  L Oeoorl 

flint;  X,  .tawiw  11M  3 Tetaen 

ru  HcL*“  L)  tknrivj)  Tea  £2.70. 

ti7B.ri7o.oB«iFomcsf_w.as. 

t,B*MMrMBlfteteddwy  M-8 

M.  ft.  Mb  {4-1  k Utar 

OMV  » no.  ?.  X (N  ClBB^n)  Total 
te.oaci4onso.C6*)  PuMFCT.iaw* 

«w»jo.  c«F  ran.  Trie**  ciiuo.  nr= 


bSBSHB^WSSg 

ftCra»Tri«  CS4B*L  CSF.  £»  JI1 -Tiktat 

5S1 n«  «f  NMNN  T.  MMMMAVMUI,  A 

SSVaSfesAEKisU 


1 3530/1  UgMidDgaueal(12)tt£SSnilli8-1i-3- BMB 

2 03*1-7  LartMtientalra tef) BLtenfip 7-18-3 tail  1M» 

3 H43-1  Primtoika  121}  (OQJEuam  7-H-3 SJ 

4 2056  Amtatta (11) JL»™5-i0-ia  -/J  ™ 

5 5344  HghSunaa  pSJ  T Denial  Jon»  7-10-TO _ M fl  RUqqjd 

■ /P1P6  MenkfedtiaNunpardf+lO-iO * W 

7 TP-  Rad  Hack  ^)PBs«n&-10-B  — - 

I 5iar-  StraagSta^K&tafMD-IO ft  WfaM 

g 0500?-  PataaiggPEafcs 4-10-7  A JMnNb 

w a&  nmneHtaMa (BQ U Pee 4-10-7 APJMnr 

n 05ttF6  BetoBtod(1gCJPte9-W-5 

12  0-3  B«qtato(WJflBesl6-»-5  — - » P WaM  (7) 

n 3D0fP-  N«ata(i^D(ta*O*t!t-10^  r — ■ 

u 00  N ***** 

U P HytmefiWiOTnHnwB-lO-S — — 

n 2EPGrP  SBNJtDmslint)LEnEsa*:-1D-5 » 0 tHn 

17  - Sum  Sanaa  pM)P)Mte  8^1 0-5 

18  0>  Total Ite-T (11)0 Camr 3-W-5 *■“  * 

9 :.  -F  .lUBwOT Pdeamre 5-10-5 A Ttintoac 

20  BV  Hk*Bto5aNprW»Da>t*riah4-11M 8 Itert 

Brfta  4-1  PHmn  6-1  Praa; « lit  UMvg  date  7-f  ted  ffiW  Mg«  Sawn  SWngSWllWRBl 
iM^^naalS-iUataitAniercte : 

7 4 C INSHORE  NOVKEHAlfflOPiSIRDlE  I 

■ I Qan  £2.355 (11  dedaral)  j^T-J 


m »•*"- 


MMrrilJtawt(4-l  ft-Mi:  ft  kiFM 
17-1)  4-i  p-tav  Daaow  Owp  11  wn-  te 
«■  w aoMMni  to*  6«fr  n.te  nm 

B-te  boei*  OKM  Tna.  CMURL-CSFl 
Ctm Trice* CTJM7  • ' 

: <*P-*  WMhTHrX  tiMtant  t«-2-  2? 
INL  2.  Ml  (V  Contort  T P-10.  OJO.  Site 
teteCFteteiMtuia  csftete 
*>«iraqi  tfOOMNAMaM,*  CadHtaw 

4MC*aL»M.aaiF 

'-safum«UA« 

.tuamwteHt'CiflQBn-  ••• 


2S-SJ»n(7-8). 

TSrcuteti.ten.ia«-teDu*Rra-in. 
TrtS  ate  CSF  Wte7.  Wi^aTTMlj. 

natg.TrttaBtciiteia.  „lliri  . 

uo  rm  N tydih  1,  FUXRBI  • NJO»  A 

SferassBEBisss" 

gS5^Sr£^teao.  ooAwrSncHm 
ta  »i««  Muva'c  Uriel  reWm  to  Britain  * 

gaasassasg 

^j^aggstsg.'Hg 

84  (HequeWtal  andplMWtltari. 


A P IfcCn 

isu  jaasasE." rciM^ 

3PD32  Meari0HOaBigep2)W-,SP*KNI1M,-2 -*  **** 

itw -■  n—min fin Tl Hr1  **  " - — — — A jtata* 

S CSfSiSimmHBi/waJs-iM » 

FTO4-  ■aawIBnRartbHIM 

fiPSM  Map  P2)  JCIlwS-10-2  

OttPP-  BtaweaypO^GlomlO-iO-O  . JSB 

K m SpWiLta«(4BJRFane9-1iH) mpj*JS2oi* 

0TS0-  Mddn RaSr(«9HliD=e 8-iD-O Mte  E J Jtata  P)* 

W KwTtid  W«l  B-2 ftita*  Ataw.  Tl-2S4nflno.  13-2 Uaeftad,  7-«  Haqi 8-T  EBeGnamii. 
a Lea)  : 


m ylfrWADHAHKEMHWfiWORCSra 
£ VAUXHALL  HAHOffiAP  CHASE  . 

2fh  7f  llflyds  £2.823  {12  dedaetj) 


24wp  w*8i^(igrawB.»-»1--” » ySgg 

nm  HalWriajaBBpfTPEwenTT-lW^— eTSSSI 

Si  n Baeaa^tnMiWr-cawrMVc HuaSw 

S Tjp«nrl«  -11-5  — “ VEK 

]***  — : -zzgj  TttSrtw 

Sf  WtSSSSSSft  «r  0 

Sf?  MO«*(wS«»?1T-1fr4  . ■=  is: 


JWM 

APNeCey 

BPewnady 


) flfia1-  HBri  lONn  cninensaaMirw ’ 

a «^SeSrtfll)E8M«WI« 

BMMgM  WuMiTefe  4*1  (i«a»3!C.9-?FicUiy.  11-2Ftotih«te-l  JmlMaWOw 


DBridoeelr 

CUamCre 

JOtaotM 


18  Ra'  \ tenriSl 

ft  122  254  *1191  NCftaa. 

Zfl  17?  163  62.12  ftC»y. 

23  11?  205  +347?  gjBffa 

22  171  iai  -1133  EL'WSi. 

21  124  169  +M43 

JO  81  347  +1170  BjU—Kyn 

17  12B  135  -5107  CBBtaeta 


\ LodS 

2i2  -732 

ZL8  +3480 

ZLB  620 

m +53i 

175  «55 

16.7  +0  a 

167  +3555 


2-50  CattiBritm  Song  Catherines  Song 

3J2S  Regal  Rtnrotaflon  Regal  RevotaHoa 

356  Tam  WeB  Fentayn  (nb) 

430  LKUestom  Rocket  Frmnriy  Braw 

5.05  Ittttega  Kefioga 

Rigtii- handed,  undulating  Back  of  Im3f  wdti  7M  nn-n  Straugh)  61. 

Going:  Good  to  soft  * Denotes  bfrikars. 

Draw:  Hah  numbers  tawurod  to  220  rare. 

tong  d&anoe  traveUors:  Ltono  Lady  (5.0 g D Haydn  Jones.  Mid  Glamorgan  227  mfes 
Buss  i2.60j  N Outfield.  Devon  214  miles.  Best  Attempt  (3.25)  J NeuiBe,  Gwerrt  213  mSes 
Seven  day  temnera:  5.05  teMga. 

Bflnkerad  first  time:  None,  insured:  335  Won’)  Forget  Me. 

Rgues  m brackets  after  home's  name  denote  (bye  since  last  outing.  JJunps. 


2 Oft  BRIDGE  SFt  l lMR  HANDICAP 
itevimlf  149yds  £1,985(1 5 ded 


SiWliTi  If  149yds  £1,985  (15  dedareoQ 

KCC5P  JUtaab  B2)  ffi)  D Items  4-9-10 G Partner  B 

11234  Eapwto  ram  J PEST®  4-WO E Batrinl 

(KkU!  Bbafeel  Mu  (IS  M Rwn  3-9-5 N Brin!  (3) 

0+43*4  SapeWrtSM  tai)  Pttate 5-9-2 N Mans 

inWO  ActataaBf)  fitomon  3-8-9 One  OTWa 

00000  Cwtary  Tiaidi  (M)C Hran 4-0-8 0 Holaad 

44)540  tadaqirie M (47) (CD) RirsiMan fr6-8 tHai 

Mt&  Mod  BrigatBarteURBcatoy  H4 D 8 McCabe 

feSCOO  Kate  SanaUn  pa  (W  6 L Uacm  7-86 A MMai  p) 


M)  CHanan  4-8-8 -.1. T. 

(47)  (CD)  Rtratam  6-W — 


Onww  6t  £3^41  (7dedared) 

1(4)  ffitMQ  Pari*  Bata  {IH  |m  OUnre  5-9-3 — 9 Day 

20  65022  Moiitai*B«iD)flM>d0U HHMD  - ,1 J BeH 

3fl  044400  TtienMqr Sir C5)mW6HIiaiiat 46-8 D Sammy  (6) 

4fl  36026  PtarPerfccJ (28 bLaw 3-8-6 Puri  Bttay* 

501  0 Taataeetaps) PHnter 4-8-5 1 R Fftandi  (5) 

BQ  30045  Sataiae^Ba|NBW (0* (QUragtae 3-0-3 Btata  Dwyer  ® 

717)  534-34  Ga|ri  *4)  RHeian  3-7-10 J dun 

taMa^mrirBatc.9-4  Uowm.4-1  Gqd.0-1  Pttt  ftrtst  12-1  Iha  FririiyFeiacr.  14-1  Straws  Ketfwv. 


ft  ftftSPORTSGUlDE  NEWHOfUZDNS  MIMBUS  HANDICAP 
2ri  W im  1 1 4yds  £3,404  (7  dedared) 


106)  £65053  BjMb  Gmota  (7)  N Cfcghm  3-4-6 5 Drawn. 

tt«  («toBtatatalr(n)WJ«ta3-6-5  Altai 

12(1)  40606  MtaFWk  (iq  J Lerq  7-0-fi .SHpR 

tana  CTO  Stalta To SataN(lZ»D Dear*  3-0-3 B Carter 

14,13;  -06203  Ctafty  Baocar  *1)  H Qritairaa  5-8-2 — Data  Ohm 

15(151  6X38  EaD  Eopwste- (Ifl  S Dow 3-7-1? R Mtan  p) 

JMBng:  5-1  Bade  Grant.  6-1  Eapeno.  Btabd  Mo.  7-1  ^anv Son.  8-1  BoBH I**.  10-1  Aqaate  Canky 
TtoUi.  ItaferBOi  «*.  12-1  Oaky  Oanca.  Em  SopnDr 


2 Eft  COWDREY  NURSBIY  HANDICAP  ZTO 

MM>W5f  £2.940  (8  declared) 


624  Hhdn 
DDiO  U*at 


5f  £2.940  p deciared) 

BMeeali  (19  W)  R Amenta 


tGL Mane 5-10-0 S Writawtli 

agatm 4-10-0 A HeSok* 

JMatlQ-M B (tread  B) 

mmR«Mna4-9-i T m 

1 6*8*)  MMtato  4-0-12 K Ube 

HAttEkn  3-0-11  J NOmer 


01  CMbtaoaa  tang  (H)  (D)  C (ta|w  8-9  . 

W0  Sommr  Ctoy  Bta  (46  C Itomv  06 

6064  Briaa  (51)  Ms  P tuwa  8-6 


6650  AtaeUdi  Fan*  PM  VSoaw  6-8-7 C Rater 

2-1  Rstaa's  Pmct.  4-1  HgM  Wnh.  5-1  Dntt  F^tt  11-2  OhBpmd  Maiodr.  7-1  Soar  hm  6-i  Eke 


8)4)  010  Mrfaadri3)p)  JSUxnS-5  

7H  040  Mate*  ItagletUliC  tan 8-6 

0(7)  030  Swann  Itay  pi)  5 G Hans  7-10 

Betteff  2-1  MetraaA  11-4  CMiennK  &ng.  B-1  Lea's  PWa.  Bfes.  V 
DsjrBbes.  Scaanore  lad) 


St 

D I 

- P Me 

A Win 


- Marita  taerS 

B Malta  (5) 

.10-1  Ifejis  tape.  12-1  Suascr 


ST  UWRBICE  MAIDBI AUCTNM  STAKES  ZY0 

6f  £2,277  (9  dedared) 


Baobn  7-4 

tty -ms 


BtatAtanptJ  »o*  0-10 

Rag  Shn  R Hawr  B-10 — 

^JtaksBSnalB-10 

Bhqta  A J Bc*tJr  6-M 

00  Wtal  tana  Mi  pc)  U Tonywe  0-0 

IWSta  Splariav  S Dm  B-5 

MritadM  C Maiav  B-3 

000  Stwanw  [40]  C Dwyer  8-1 

2 Regal  BootaHan  pi)  P Vttdwyn  7-1?  

Regal  (euAnaL  3-i  Fuq  9ai  11-2  Item  Srwataa.  0-1  Itantax  9enn  l 


5 GODFREY  EVANS  AUCTION  MAIDEN  STAKES 

6f  £2,966  (B  declared} 

0 TriBa  Wal  PQ  (BR  RAkelua  4-6-4 ! 

SO  WNhtat  Jtaaaa  09  6 Chadaa-Jgnee  4-9-J - . .. 


04050  iMret  Jem  (75)  0 Qhadea-Jinee  4-9-s - - ..C  Ctn  (7) 

4 IMUHNOa TRadtofl  3-0-12 Baa  OTIaM 

32-020  SCMCWta  (25)  A Jmfc  36-12 - SOtan 


6©  Seiafly  tt HemE  3-6-12 - - D Batata 

Glli  Tmara  Ray SDow 3-8-12  J F Erm 

7R  022  Rataya  (12)  A 5mol  3-0-7 - S WMMHtt 

00  0-  fowata Htaa  (2ftQ  C Bemread 3-0-7  _ J Lam 

Ban*)*  3-1  Fonteyn.  5-2  Sefca  Orta.  7-2  Ids  Wefl.  8-1  (taw  &4  RwW.  8-1  6evfrtr.  7f-i  Turers  Wat 
»-l  Vital  Jons 

A OftSANDGATE  MOTORS  SKODA  FBJCIA  HANDICAP 

*TNw\r5f  £3.018  (9  declared) 


101  60420 

iff)  020565 

30  SS4S8 

416)  050502 

5(41  503120 

0(91  0CCD11 

711)  -46004 

8(0  060145 


I S hum 

- w JOVaaeor 

7-9-10 S Satatn 

-_D  Hafltad 

Mntta  Dwyer  m? 

-6-11  — Dana  OWaH  * 

P Dae  (7) 


«P  563031  tayMtao  (H)  (D)  J BndgB  S-8-2 P Doe  (7) 

BeMng:  11-4  Tte  Fiiwe.  7-2  Fnendhr  Ba*.  U-2  5upat»  6-1  Ota  Lad.  Mooseft*.  LBessne  Ratal.  10-1 
«tye  (faun,  12-1  Sift  Step  Tear  W* 

MS.  ft  C LESLIE  AMES  MEMORIAL  FILLIES’  HANDICAP 

WaU9 1 m 41  £2.966  (6  declared) 

1 (9  6640  Mfaean  Jane  PQ  R Amormi  4-106  G Carter  * 

211)  604000  tart  PD  J IWW  46-10 : B Bn 

J®]  0-3151  Dtof  THy  (ffl  P*  n)  M T htatytai  3-9-7  D Boftnd 

4B  M3513  M \*t PSTO  D tttafc  Jones  4-9-5 A Nacftay  * 

5M  MM3Q  ariata  Breeata  OB  Wwn  5-B-? iJOTmw 

Gfl  «W1  BBSityWpteoJHSaaeW D Barton 

70  Q-63M  Lafluna  Bar  (26|  A Jane  3-8-7 S Drawn 

rn  ores  wSmrtWaa  w u vaMgar  3-06 s mtwora 

Bdteff  6-4  bdei  3-1 01=1  W.  11-3  UraLaty  8-1  Ihi  Krtal  BnBL  10-1  Ltyfti  Bay.  14-1  Aatyati 
Jane. 


COURSE  SPECIALISTS 


GOnffiaU 

TQata 

PNriEtaan 

Dane  OnU 

TSwrato 


iia  i/a 

18  11B  15.1  -1127  ftftWta 

17  94  161  -358  fL»en 

13  71  183  43388  Jhame 

J?  ffl  176  +1125  SEMI 

■12  9b  iae  -1552 

9 34  J&5  -1.«  CABtagi 


lOBQS 

in 

taa 

lata  Si 

RBaoaoa 

(9 

124 

153 

68) 

RAkafaent 

1G 

89 

184 

■137 

SL  Moore 

K 

96 

125 

■XX 

JPaoce 

n 

54 

204 

♦813 

SCMHtaN 

9 

32 

28.1 

♦42.74 

SDnw 

8 

107 

755 

-3600 

CABoiga 

7 

2S 

262 

*10X0 

COMMENTARY  RESULTS 

NEWMARKET  771  781 

FOLKESTONE  772  782 

EPSOM  (E)  773  783 

WORCESTER  (E)  774  784 

ALL  COURSES  COMMENTARY  0891222  780 
ALL  COURSES  RESULTS  0891  222  790 

Crus  cost  50p  rrin  mm  ml  T1S  Pic,  Amlm  Home,  LCMM  BC3A  4PJ. 

T^dGuardlan  OiNTERAcmvE 


14  SPORTS  NEWS 


TIM.  ourdNw  Wednesday  July  9 1997 


Motor  Racing 


Coulthard 
looks  to  turn 
the  corner 
and  keep 
McLaren  job 


Britain’s  top  hope 
forSilverstone 
is  due  some  luck, 
says  Alan  Henry 

David  coulthard 

goes  into  Sunday's 
British  Grand  Prix 
with  a convincing 
claim  to  be  the  country's  Lead- 
ing driver.  Ferrarl’s  Eddie  Ir- 
vine lies  fourth  in  the  table 
but  Coulthard,  in  seventh 
place,  is  the  only  British 
driver  to  have  won  a grand 
prix  this  year,  the  race  in 
Australia.  And  he  is  certainly 
talking  a competitive  race. 

“In  everyday  life  I have 
zero  interest  in  getting  into  a 
confrontational  situation 
with  anybody."  the  26-year- 
old  Scot  said.  “But  on  the  cir- 
cuit, with  the  motivation  to 
race  and  battle,  I don't  have 
any  fear  of  anybody  else  when 
it  comes  to  whether  I have  the 
comer  or  they  have  the  cor- 
ner. To  me  it’s  black  or  white. 

"I  always  feel  very  confi- 
dent in  that  situation. 
Through  my  whole  career  I 
have  always  been  very  strong 
at  the  start  and,  as  a result, 
have  been  able  to  make  up  for 
weak  qualifying  positions.  I 
am  never  intimidated  in  a 
racing  situation,  irrespective 
of  who  I am  racing  with.  It  is 
very  straightforward  in  my 
mind:  you  can  either  make 
the  manoeuvre  or  you  cant 
There  is  never  any  doubt,  and 
that  is  what  I love  about  this 
sport” 

Coulthard  feces  a few  anx- 
ious weeks  before  his 
McLaren-Mercedes  team 
chiefs,  Ron  Dennis  and  Nor- 
bert  Haug,  finalise  their  plans 
far  next  year,  when  one  driver 
is  expected  to  be  released.  The 
Scot  knows  his  position  in  the 


championship  could  have 
been  stronger;  he  was  denied 
a second  win  in  Canada  last 
month  when  a dutch  mal- 
function at  the  final  tyre  stop 
wrecked  bis  chances,  drop- 
ping his  McLaren  to  seventh 
and  banding  the  lead  back 
to  Michael  Schumacher’s 
Ferrari. 

Coulthard  was  also  on  his 
way  to  at  least  fifth  place  in 
France  last  time  out  until  he 
was  rammed  off  the  Magny- 
Cours  track  by  Benetton’s 
Jean  Alesi  and  put  out  of  the 
points  again.  With  these  12 
points  he  would  have  headed 
for  Silverstone  running  a 
strong  third  in  the  champion- 
ship and  an  outside  hope  for 
the  title,  instead  of  seventh 
with  a total  of  11  points,  one 
more  than  his  team-mate 
Mika  Hakkinen. 

But  he  has  moved  on  from 
the  disappointments  of  the 
past  two  grands  prix,  and 
emerged  last  week  from  an  in- 
tensive programme  of  testing 
at  Silverstone  having  posted 
the  second  fastest  time  behind 
the  WUliams-Renault  of  the 
British  GP  favourite  Jacques 
VUleneuve.  “We  did  quite 
well  in  testing  but  I still  think 
it  could  be  a circuit  where  we 
will  be  struggling  to  get  to  the 
very  front  of  the  grid,  a bit 
like  we  were  at  Magny- 
Cours.”  he  said. 

“This  year’s  McLaren  is  a 
significant  improvement  over 
the  chassis  we  had  last  year 
but  it  still  has  a slight  hand- 
ling imbalance,  albeit  very 
much  moderated.  We  are 
slowly  making  progress.  It 
obviously  helps  to  have  a big 
step  forward,  as  we  have  had 
with  the  latest  F-spec  Mer- 
cedes engine,  and  there  are 
other  improvements  coming 
through  later  in  the  season.” 

The  genial  Scot’s  commit- 
ment to  his  sport  has  not  gone 
unnoticed.  Even  though  wn- 
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Quiet  achiever ...  as  the  leading  British  driver,  Goutthard  will  not  lack  motivation  at  Silverstone  photograph:  bb'Iradforo 


Hams  replaced  him  with  Vflle- 
neuve  at  the  start  of  1995  — a 
move  instigated  by  the  FLA 
vice-president  Bemie  Eccles- 
tone, who  was  keen  to  have 
the  reigning  IndyCar  cham- 
pion in  Formula  One  — the 
team’s  technical  director  Pat- 
rick Head  remains  generous 
in  his  assessment  of  Coulth- 
ard’s  abilities. 

“He  is  an  excellent  driver,” 
Head  said.  “Very  skilful,  ana- 
lytical and  calm.  He  was  al- 
ways very  good  at  his  starts 


and  seems  to  be  Improving  all 
the  time  when  it  comes  to 
handling  strategic  situations. 

“Although  one  obviously 
hasn’t  got  an  line  as  to 
what  is  happening  at 
McLaren,  one  would  have  to 
say  that  David  looks  as 
though  he  is  getting  the  better 
of  Mika  Hakkinen.” 

Jackie  Stewart,  whose  son 
Paul  employed  Coulthard  as  a 
driver  in  the  junior  ranks, 
agreed.  “I  initially  saw  him  as 
a driver  with  ideal  potential. 


He  was  quick,  good-looking 
and  well  mannered,  and  all 
those  elements  are  very  im- 
portant when  I stand  back  and 
consider  a driver’s  fixture. 

“I  think  we  helped  shape 
his  career  to  a large  extent; 
hut  I feel  his  progress  has 
slowed  slightly.  My  only  con- 
cern is  whether  he  can  now 
rise  into  being  a consistent 
winner.  WHl  he  plateau  oat  or 
go  on  to  greater  tilings?” 

Indeed,  Coulthard  is  enter- 
ing FI's  no  man’s  land.  Mid- 


way through  his  third  full 
season,  his  position  as  a 
thrusting  young  star  has  been 
eclipsed  by  the  likes  of  Gian- 
cario  FisicheDa,  Alexander 
Wurx  and  Jarao  TrollL  By  the 
same  token,  he  has  some  way 
to  go  before  he  joins  Gerhard 
Berger  and  Alesi  in  the  ranks 
of  FI’s  senior  citizens.  Yet  his 
competitive  spirit  and  Iron 
resolve  remain  undimmed, 
though  Villeneuve,  Schu- 
macher and  Co  will  be  putting 
that  to  the  test  come  Sunday. 


Rugby  Union 

Jet-lagged  England  face 
new-look  Wallabies 


Greg  Growden  in  Sydney 


AS  A depleted  England 
attempted  to  regroup  In 
time  for  Saturday’s  one- 
off  Test  against  Australia,  the 
Wallabies  reacted  savagely  to 
last  weekend’s  defeat  by  the 
All  Blacks,  dropping  six 
players. 

After  being  conclusively 
out-scrummaged  by  New  Zea- 
land in  Christchurch  last  Sat- 
urday the  Australia  selectors 
have  dropped  three  forwards: 
the  prop  Richard  Harry,  who 
was  given  a torrid  80  minutes 
by  Olo  Brown,  the  hooker 
Marco  Caputo  and  the  lock 
Matthew  Cockbain.  In  addi- 
tion four  back-row  players 
have  been  pencilled  in,  with 
the  No.  8 Troy  Coker  likely  to 
be  replaced  by  Daniel  Manu 
this  week. 

The  Wallabies  will  boast  a 
new  centre  combination  in 
Jason  Little  and  Janies  Hol- 
beck,  with  Matthew  Burke 
returning  from  Injury  to 
regain  his  full-back  spot  after 
missing  Australia’s  first 
three  domestic  Tests  of  the 
season. 

England's  hopes  of  being 
competitive  appear  slim,  par- 
ticularly as  the  Wallabies 
have  been  in  camp  far  nearly 
a month  whereas  the  bulk  of 
the  visiting  team  did  not  ar- 
rive here  from  the  Lions'  tour 
of  South  Africa  until  late  last 
night  when  they  joined  nine 


team-mates.  The  England 
coach  Jack  Rowell  has  to  or- 
ganise his  team  in  little  more 
than  two  days,  and  have  them 
focused  for  a match  against  a 
side  still  smarting  from  the 
All  Black  beating. 

Also  working  against  Eng- 
land is  that  the  majority  of 
the  squad  will  take  most  of 
the  week  to  overcome  jet  lag. 
Countless  Super-12  teams 
have  complained  that  the 
South  Africa-Australia  flight 
is  the  most  exacting  of  all, 
with  numerous  Australian 
sides  saying  they  need  more 
than  a week  to  recover  fully. 

Before  announcing  the  Aus- 
tralia team  the  coach  Greg 
Smith  gave  his  squad  a 
tongue-lashing  for  almost  half 
an  hour,  then  subjected  them 
to  training  drills  which  saw 
five  forwards  close  to 
collapse. 

Smith  told  the  Wallabies  ex- 
actly what  he  thought  of 
them,  after  their  capitulation 
to  the  All  Blacks  for  the 
second  time  in  as  many  sea- 
sons. The  memory  of  last 
year's  humiliating  43-6  defeat 
in  Wellington  is  still  strong. 

Smith  did  not  hold  back, 
questioning  the  Australia 
players'  integrity,  courage 
and  national  pride,  and 
whether  they  would  ever 
have  the  gumption  to  stand 
up  to  the  fearsome  All  Blacks, 
who  overhauled  them  30-13 
last  Saturday. 

When  the  verbal  assault 
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was  over  he  forced  the  play- 
ers to  undergo  drills,  which 
soon  had  players  crumpling 
to  their  knees,  some  foiling 
exhausted  to  the  ground  and 
others  looking  for  a place  to 

dry-retfeh- 

“You  can’t  have  people 
laughing  at  you,  and  when 
we  played  the  All  Blacks  we 
were  laughed  at.”  Smith  said. 
“I  wanted  the  players  to 
know  that  we  [the  team 
management]  were  disgusted 
with  what  happened  in 
Christchurch. 

"The  players  bad  to  remem- 
ber they  are  an  inter- 
national team  and  represent 
all  of  Australia.  There  are 
standards.” 

AUSntlUJA  I from):  U Buika:  B Tune,  J 
LilOa.  4 Hottmck.  J Rott  T Horan.  G 

Oregon  C Blades.  M Faloy.  E McKenzie. 

G Mar  Ban.  J Biles  (capl).  D WU&OJI.  B 
Robinson.  □ Manu.  T Coker  (one  back -row 
tonwini  la  be  omrttwJ) 

• Scotland,  who  have 
returned  from  a six-match 
tour  of  South  Africa,  will 
travel  to  Australia  next  May 
and  play  two  Tests  against  the 
Wallabies.  They  will  also  play 
a warm-up  match  in  Fiji. 

• Bath  entertain  Rob  An- 
drew's newly  promoted  New- 
castle in  the  top  fixture  on  the 
opening  day  of  the  new  Allied 
Dunbar  Premiership  on 
August  23.  The  game  at  the 
Recreation  Ground  will  be 
televised  live  on  Sky.  The 
other  promoted  team,  Rich- 
mond, face  London  Irish,  and 
Gloucester  meet  Bristol  at 
Kingsholm.  Northampton 
face  Harlequins  and  Sale  play 
Saracens  the  following  day. 


Results 


BT  Global  Challenge 


Last  miles  home  prove 
to  be  the  longest 


Simon  Montague  on  board  Nuclear  Electric 
where  there  is  plenty  of  petrel  but  no  wind  to 
help  them  on  the  last  leg  across  the  Atlantic 


Rugby  Union 

TOUR  MATCH  (Melbourne).  Victoria  32. 
England  U-21  m 

Tennis 

CHALLBKIER  MBPS  Till  HUH  MU  I 

(BrtKOiV  M round  (GB/ira  unless 
staled).  N Gould  d>  B Cowan  B-t.  6-«:  c 

HWBHPWHSAI  bt  N Weal  6-3,  7-S,  o Bur- 

rtaza  (Sp)  bi  P Bowuyre  (Fr)  B-i.  W, 8-4; 
S Down  (NZI  « C Beecher  «-«.  r-ft  P 
TrwkeaM  lAus)  M R Lavergna  (Fri  B-3. 
3-8  6-A  J Coatcoo  ISA)  « M Hromee 
(3IOI  6-3.  WE  J Holm—  (AuS)  M t.  UHH- 
san  &-a,  &-1;  T SpMks  M A Factor  6-3, 
5H5  6-3, 

ATP  SWBOtSH  OMN  (BJStHfl:  pm 
wun  M SrMrottd  iSwe)  01  T Johann- 
sen  (Smi  4-6.  6-3. 6-£  ■ Craca  (Gerl  bt 
m Tumroera  iSwe)  8-4,  7-5;  M Hein— 
(Sure)  t»  NKutti  (&w)B-4, 7-8;  JTtoMipo 
(US)  bt  H Aiwarsson  (Sum)  8-1.  8-2:  M 
rappkil  (Urul  W L Jonsson  fSwe)  4-8. 
6-4. 6-1:  H DiMAinann  (€er)  bt  M A Gor- 
rlz  (Sp)  7-6.  &-E  H lam  (Seal  bt  N 
Timfjaixf  (Swc)  6-3. 6-2.  F Pnwwff  (Bet)  M 
G SchkHer  (Aut)  6-4.  6-8. 

ATP  SWRW  PP«  (Gfltaad):  Brit  rat* 
A Corretja  rap)  W J Novak  (Czj  6-3. 7-5;  R 
nuabaou  (US}  bt  A Cam  (Spl  6-2.  1-4. 

6-4:  J VBoca  (Sp)  bt  I Houbarwc  (Srrltz) 
6-3.  6-4.  S Brugoro  (SpJ  btPC«*ft  (Ausf 
6-1  &-1;  R Prate  (M  M M GoeUrwr  (Got) 
S-7,6-0.8-4;  J taster  (Sp)  MB  Madsen 
(Haif  3-8.  6-3.  6-3:  M Mae  (CM)  M J On- 


GENTLY  I steer  the 
yacht  up  to  windward 
to  build  speed,  then 
slowly  bear  away  again  to  Let 
the  spinnaker  pull  us  down 
the  course  for  home.  It’s  been 
like  this  for  days  now,  as  we 
try  to  squeeze  every  ounce 
from  the  light  breezes  which 
are  blanketing  this  part  of  the 
North  Atlantic. 

They  say  races  are  won  and 
lost  in  light  airs,  and  I helm 
with  one  eye  constantly  on 
the  dials  showing  the  wind’s 
speed  and  direction.  Occa- 
sionally there  is  enough  puff 
for  the  yacht  to  create  a 
respectable  bow  wave,  but  at 
other  times  the  zephyrs  that 
caress  the  sails  mean  we 
leave  no  more  than  a silent 
gurgling  in  our  wake. 

Thank  goodness  we  have 
succeeded  in  finding  and  stay- 
ing in  the  Gulf  Stream,  run- 
ning at  up  to  three  knots, 
which  is  saving  us  from  what 
would  otherwise  be  a dismal 
speed  over  the  ground. 

It's  been  slow  going  since  we 
left  Boston  a week  and  a half 
ago  on  the  final  3,000-mDe  leg. 
The  start  took  place  in  searing 
beat,  14  identical  yachts  jos- 
tling for  position  with  spinna- 
kers up,  sometimes  only  feet 
apart,  as  we  made  our  way  out 

of  the  harbour. 

Within  48  hours  the  wind 


am  (Br)  8-4,  6-2;  Cl  Hon  (Sp)  ER  B 
Ullhrach  (CZ)  0-3.  6-2;  C HnB»»  (Fr)  K F 
Santoro  (Fr)  3-8. 8-2.  *-6:  ■ Ktahr  (Gar) 
N T Champion  (Fr)  3-8.  7-8.  6-4. 

ATP  HALL  OP  MM 

(Newport,  Rhode  Is): 

(Aim)  H 3 Campbell  (US)  8-2. 6-2;  S 
•feBi  (Arm)  M □ Nanor  (Con)  7-6,  7-6;  L 
Maa  (lnai  M F WMar  (Natn)  7-6. 8-7, 6-4; 
■ Steen  (NZ)  M L HWTflra  (Met)  8-8. 8-2; 
O HaoH  (US)  M 0 Norman  (Be!}  6-7.  B-3. 

Stem.  (Fr|  bt  E Ran  (tor)  6-*.  8-4; 
PJwwl  (Ana)  u Q Etlla  (ArB)  7-8, 8-2. 
LTA  WO—nra  BATtmil^HMtowri: 
■Wt  round  (BB/Ire  imtaoa  aurted):  T Ob- 
Oar)  bt  K Kandafl  (Aua)  6-3.  6-3;  S 
»«2J(AW)  M A Augustus  (US)  8-4. 7-8; 
« bHMbarn  bt  L Hartwt  8-2.  6-0:  N 
0**JM**  ISA)  bi  E Kmtho  (Lot)  B-O.  6-2:  V 
ttwlw  m g Quuun  (Tut)  6-3.  8-2:  K 
H Lai«B  iailH8-l:JI» 
*™(RwlbtEUrtwwsoniJ(Fr)B-4.e-i;Li 
OtoMM K ,EDIatt  1-4. 6-2. 8-3;  H Crook  bt 
3 Turnar  6-4.  7-6;  j Word  M M Martina 
®“°.  8-t  L WaadroWa  bt  G MMd 
rr8,  i0*?”  T-fi:  M ”wa  (Rua)  bt  S Star 
« o*  am- (SAitit  a jmp 
■*  ' ,5“Sl  4-3.  S-4,  6-1;  L Pandaa  « C 

Cricket 

■teTCHi  Jaamandi  Australia 
22®  MUw  Counttaa 
SI-8  (1  Cadduln  82).  Auafraba  won  by 
nlno  rung, 

■“•***  Hub  277 

H..awt!Sfk  ,"!• 0toucs  «*-«  m c j 

WIBliwa  Mnoy.hantf  won  by  68  rrn. 
DunatMfc  Darbys  2S7-8  (N  J Vandrau  72.  J 
E Owen  54;  Klitean  4-85)  Durham  227-7 


disappeared.  As  the  setting 
sun  cast  a shaft  of  deepest 
orange  across  the  water,  the 
sea  shimmered  green,  purple 
and  blue,  as  though  covered 
in  a film  of  petrol  We  were 
utterly  becalmed.  We  sat  on 
the  leeward  rail,  trying  to  till 
the  yacht  sufficiently  for  the 
spinnaker  to  SO. 

“Home  in  14  days?  Fourteen 
months  more  like,”  said  Mark 
Johnstone.  “All  we  want  to  do 
Is  get  there.  Is  that  too  much 
to  ask?” 

“Torture  to  the  end,”  said 
Dorothy  Park. 

For  two  days  we  progressed 
at  funereal  pace.  Perhaps  it 
was  appropriate,  for  at  one 
point  the  carcass  of  a dead 
whale  came  floating  by, 
dozens  of  storm  petrels  gath- 
ered on  the  rotting  white 
blubber  of  its  exposed  back. 
Otherwise  our  only  diversion 
is  the  dolphins  which  fre- 
quently come  to  play,  leaping 
alongside  and  darting  be- 
neath the  bow.  calves  sticking 
close  to  the  tails  of  their 
mothers.  At  night  the  tiny  pe- 
trels rest  occasionally  cm  the 
fbredeck. 

Yet  Nuclear  Electric  Is 
doing  well.  We  have  risen  to 
third  place  on  the  leg,  so  our 
rivals  must  be  struggling 
aven  more.  When  the  wind 
finally  returned  the  weather 


(M  A RoMbarry  ST).  DOftoys  won  toy  80 
nma.  WawnMMi  Gtonwoon  771.  Wona 
173-3  (J  R A WHbUffitSSnO),  Worn  won  by 
•evan  wickets. 

■BCOMD  XI  CHAMPIONSHIP  (brat  day 
t*  tour  today  IIJlBiM— ha— am  Norttv 
anta  478-7  (K  J tanas  17200,  O P Swarm 
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tott  GO)  and  27-2.  Baida  237-4  (W  Larkina 
T13.  A R Roberts  6ft  . . • 
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DCWmilUNP  BMWAWMi  (Car): 

Raowdl  Roan  V HnmmAk  (Rua)  1.A  Vuau- 

po*  (Ger)  a V Anond  (Iito)  w R Hubner 

(Gar):  A Karpov  (RubJ  v J Potgar  (Hun);  N 
Snort  (Gng)  * B Getfand  (Botarua);  V hron- 
cbUc^Jb)  V V Topalov  (Sal)  an  drawn. 
I— ifam,  Kramnik  SX;  Anand.  Pet^tr  $ 

Karpov,  Shod  2. 

Cycling  ; 

TOUR  M (Mm  nan*  tog*  pnr*  to 

Plumdoc,  ZZttm):  1,  E Zstoei  (Gar)  TSto- 

kom4)ir54(nto33Bsc;£~F.Vbndentiroucka 

(Sal)  Mapeft  3.BRU (Dan)  YaKtoom;  4.  L 

mm  7.  J-C  RaUD  (R)  UA  Hoatat  8.  4 

unnen  (Gar)  TaMasn;  b.  L Dufau*  (Swttri 

Fastkw  14  P enamour  (Ti)  Caabto;  11.  ft 

• VUanmM  (Fr)  Fbatlna:  12.  B Hamtwiraor 

(OtK4T^^P»4iBwi»«iy{»aqftB8o- 

bank; '14,  L Brarfurd  (Fr)  FaaOrac  is.  C 

BoardiMHiGB)  GAMaP  aanwBma-  Afem 

32.  M Sdandrl  (SB)  FDJ  at  IBaae.  Overall 


stffl  conspired  against  us,  as 
we  disappeared  for  two  days 
into  dense  fog  and  constant 
rain.  We  have  heard  about  the 
English  summer;  we  must  be 
getting  closer  to  home. 

We  then  blew  one  of  our 
two  medium  spinnakers 
when  the  yacht  lurched  on  a 
heavy  swell  and  the  shock 
load  proved  too  much  for  the 
sailcloth.  It  took  15  hours, 
with  up  to  five  crew  working 
at  a time,  to  unpick  and  hand- 
sew  about  300  feet  of 
stitching. 

As  the  spinnaker  goes  back 
up  we  congratulate  ourselves 
on  what  looks  like  a hand- 
some job.  Fortunately  our 
temporary  setback  does  not 
seem  to  have  lost  us  much 
ground  to  the  others:  we  are 
still  holding  fifth  position  as  I 
write  but  on  this  topsy-turvy 
leg,  positions  are  changing  al- 
most by  the  hour. 

Each  weatherfax  that 
comes  in  via  the  satellite  link 
tells  the  same  story,  of  little 
wind  anywhere  en  route.  In 
nine  days  we  have  covered 
only  1,400  miles.  In  an  unprec- 
edented move,  the  three-day 
forecast  from  race  headquar- 
ters includes  advice  on  the 
route,  suggesting  we  head 
north  for  stronger  winds. 

The  organisers  must  be  get- 
ting worried  we  will  not  ar- 
rive in  Southampton  in  tim*» 
for  the  huge  end-of-raoe  cele- 
brations and  fireworks, 
planned  for  Friday  next  week. 
We’re  doing  the  best  we  can, 
lads,  please  don’t  hold  the 
party  without  us. 


7. « apoMM  m sm*»  wu- 
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.14,  RoWn  l Jft  16,  F Andrmi  (US)  Cofbgs 

))  FDJ  .2.10. 


38,  M Sctoftdri  (GB) 


Fixtures 

[7JJ0  uftiota  mukQ 

Rugby  Union 

TOUR  MATCtfa  US  Rap  XV  V WatoB 
(tnarn.  San  Francbca). 

Rugby  League 

IMIHAIIUI1AL  MATCH  Scotland  V 
Franea  (Fault*  TWattol. 

ACAOOBfi  Sactond  UWabra  DtMbUty 
* Hunslet 


Waddle  takes 
up  the  reins 
at  Burnley 


jamny  Alexander 


Chris  waddle  h 
on  to  his  boots 
kicked  off  his  manage- 
rial career  when  he  took 
charge  of  Burnley  yesterday. 
Waddle,  who  won  63  England 
caps,  succeeds  Adrian  Heath 
and  has  agreed  a three-year 
deal  at  Turf  Moor  as  player- 
manager.  The  former  Watford 
manager  Glenn  Boeder,  a 
team-mate  at  Newcastle,  will 
be  his  assistant  „ ^ 

Waddle  had  been  linked 
with  several  managerial 
posts,  including  Sheffield 
United,  but  claimed  he  had  a 
gut  Instinct  about  joining 
Burnley.  'Tm  a believer  in 
following  your  feelings  and  it 
just  feels  right”  he  said.  *Tve 
always  been  Impressed  with 
the  dub,  the  way  they  have 
brought  through  young  play- 
ers and  consistently  tapped 
into  such  vast  support.” 

As  for  his  Intention  to  play 
on  at  36,  he  pointed  out  that 
he  played  40-odd  games  last 
snflynn,  starting  with  Falkirk 
ami  going  via  Bradford  to 
Sunderland,  who  released 

him. 

Concurrently  Nigel  Wor- 
thington, a year  younger,  was 
appointed  manager  of  Black- 
pool. also  in  the  Second  Div- 
ision. and  announced  his  In- 


tended retirement  as  a player. 
The  Northern  Ireland  later- 
national  sakh  ^1  have  no  in- 
tention of  playing  on  except 

intbe  direst  of  emergencies.-' 
He  replaces  Gary  Megaan, 


The  Frenchman  David  Gin- 
da  was  yesterday  considaring 
a £2£mUlioa  raove.to  Olym- 
piak06.  Hr  is  due  to  return  to 
training  «t  Newcastle  If  be  can- - 
not  3trike  a deoL  Kenny  Dalg- 
lish. meanwhile,  la  debating 
whether  to  increase  a £4  mil- 
lion bid  for  the  Intamazkaude' 
fldl-badc  Alessandro  Ptetona 

The  Ghanaian  striker  Tony 
Yeboah  has  felled  to  report 
back  for  pre-season  training 
with  Leeds.  Their  manager 
George  Graham  said  resign- 
edly “I  want  conscientious 
people  committed  to  Leeds 
United.”  Surprisingly  he  has 
the  Swedish  international  To- 
mas BroUn.  who  did  turn  up, 
albeit  a day  late  after  a bird 
flew  into  hte  windscreen  an 
the  way  to  the  airport. 

The  Sunderland  striker 
Craig  Russell  is  on  bis  way  to 
Manchester  City  for  £1.75  mil- 
lion. but  Alex  Rae’s  proposed 
£1  million  move  from  Sunder- 
land to  Crystal  Palace  has 
been  put  on  hold.  Sean 
Dyche.  who  captained  Ches- 
terfield an  their  run  to  the  FA 
Cup  - semi-finals,  has  Joined 
Bristol  City. 


Chelsea  expect  to  have  Flo  for 
Europe  as  arrival  is  put  forward 


THE  Norway  striker  Tore 
I Andre  Flo  is  expected  to 
arrive  ahead  of  schedule  at 
Chelsea  after  originally 
being  due  on  November  l 
on 'a  free  transfer  from  SK 
Braun,  writes  Martin 
Thorpe. 

Chelsea  have  Instead 
agreed  a £300,000  fee  with 
the  Norwegian  club  for  the 
6ft  2in,  24-year-old  for- 
ward, who  will  now  arrive 
on  August  4. 

The  managing  director 
Colin  Hutchinson  said: 
“This  deal  will  allow  ns  to 
register  Flo  for  the  first 
phase  of  the  Cup  Winners’ 
Cup,  the  roster  for  which 
closes  on  Angust  15.  He  will 
play  two  Sn«i  games  for 


Athletics 


Brann  ftk  week,  play  for 
Norway  against  Iceland 
and  then  take  two  weeks’ 
holiday  before  arriving  in 
London.” 

Chelsea  have  dismissed 
reports  that  their  Italian 
stiker  Gtoduca  Vlalli  is  to 
Join  Celtic.  According  to 
their  general  manager 
Gwyn  Williams,  Vlalli  has 
put  Ms  differences  with  the 
manager  Ruud  Gullit  be- 


hind him  and  is  staying. 

Kevin  Richardson,  the 
Coventry  midfielder,  is  con- 
sidering a move  to  Rayo 
Vallecano.  for  nothing 
under,  the  Bosnian  ruling 
after  being  told  by  City  that 
they  want  £100,000  for  him 
if  he  stays  In  Britain. 


Kipketer  eigoys 
his ‘best  day* 


Duncan  Mackay 


Wnrftofltoft:  Wgan  yHnn  HR. 

Cricket ..  ." . .. 

TOUR  MATCH  Mira*  dayt;  «i):  era- 
toyi  MCC  o Paitofrn  A.- : 

lumresr-  iwmvi  Morai.iwa* 

(10.30):  barbvi  Darby  v Narttanta. 
CbM— *1*1  £*M*  v ware*.. tiihi  » 

jaralHffia  v tarMroarc.  LMmrtwi  LtCfia  - 

v Ybrka.:  UtMdgo  Middx.  v'GioubA.  Ik* ' 

Ovafc  surooy  v NOtta.  H*»  6u»f4*'  v 

UwBfc  Wi^iailwf  WW  tfSamaraaC  :• 


m m «LSON  Kipketer,  who 
«ilg  equalled  Sebastian 
■1  Coe’s  16-year-old 
world  800  metres  record  of 
lmin  4L73sec  in  Stockholm 
on  Monday,  left  Sweden  yes- 
terday refusing  to  reveal 
when  he  will  attempt  to  sever 
Britain's  last  link  with  its 
middle-distance  empire  of  the 
Eighties. 

The  record  has  been  British 
property  since  1979  when  Coe 
succeeded  the  Cuban  Alberto 
Juantorena  with  a run  of 
1:42.33  In  Oslo.  Coe  set  the 
current  time  in  Florence  two 
years  later  and,  whereas  the 
1500m  and  mile  have  long 
since  passed  Into  foreign 
bands,  the  800m  record  has 
stood. 

The  pressure  is  now  on  the 
26-year-old  Kipketer  to  erase 
the  oldest  mark  in  the  record 
books.  “I  think  he  is  capable 
of  running  inside  1:40,”  said 
Steve  Cram,  the  former  Brit- 
ish world  record  holder  for 
the  1500m  and  mile. 

Kipketer,  though,  wanted  to 
savour  his  achievement  for  at 
least  one  day  before  beginning 
to  prepare  to- defend  his  world 
tide  in  Athens  next  month 
“For  the  moment  I want  to  en- 
joy this."  he  said  “It  has  been 
the  best  day  of  my  fife." 

He  twice  broke. the  Indoor 
mark  during  the  world  Indoor 
championships  in  Buis  in 
March  and  It  is  not  inconceiv- 
able that  he  will  do  the  equiv- 
alent in  Athens.  But  it  Is  more 


Sport  In  brief . 

Tennte."'.  7 '■ :-- 

Steffi  GraL  who  is  recovering 

from  knee  surgery,  said  she 

aqpected  to  make  her  come- 

back- before  -the  end  of-  the 
everything  goes  wen 

m be  able  to  play  again  in 

late-autumn,'’.  &e  28-year-oW 

German  said 

WotorRacing 

Benetton's  Gerhard  Berger 
ytHmiss  fids 'weekend’s  Brit- 

ish Grand  Prix  ffit  SSveratane 
as  he  continues  to  recover 
from  a sinus  operation. 

Hpckfey;; 

iBwgtend  l vrin  ba-  unchanged 
ftTHn  lhe  - tfimn'"who  finished 

ifMnth.  in  last  week’s  Telekom 

ICUp  ln  Bnreafor  the  Women's 

World  CiqHjuaHfier  in  Zimba- 
bwe xunnlhg  from  August . 


likely  that  he  will  make  a 
serious  attempt  in  Zurich,  the 
first  meeting  after  tlie  world 
championships.  “Maybe  I will 
have  one  more  race  before 
Athens,”  be  said.  “But  then 
again,  maybe  not  1 decide 
myself  because  it’s  my  fife.” 

Kipketer’s  studies  took  him 
from  Kenya  to  Denmark,  his 
adopted  country,  in  1990.  He 
originally  visited  Copenha- 
gen to  take  up  a course  in 
electronic  engineering  at  the 
local  university  as  an  ex- 
change student  but  the 
country  made  him  so  wel- 
come that  he  has  never  left. 

However,  because  he  will 
not  officially  qualify  for  a Dan- 
ish passport  until  December, 
he  needs  special  dispensation 
to  compete  for  bis  new 
country.  When  the  Kenyans 
denied  him  permission  to  go  to 
the  Olympic  Games  It  nearly 
sparked  a diplomatic  row  be- 
tween foe  two  countries. 

It  meant  Kipketer  was 
reduced  to  the  rede  of  spectator 
as  he  watched  Vefajom  Rodal 
of  Norway  take  the  gold  medal 
that  he  must  have  thought  had 
tite  nAmft  on  it.  But  justice  was 
done  on  Monday . 

• Donovan  Bailey  has  pulled 
out  of  today's  IAAF  (brand 
Prix  n meeting  in  Linz,  Aus- 
tria, with  a pulled  thigh  mus- 
cle- The  Olympic  champion 
and  world  100m  record  holder 
from  Canada  was  to  have  run 
in  the  4x100  relay  against  a 
Santa  Monica  club  team  to  be 
anchored  by  the  nine-times 
Olympic  gold  medallist  Carl 
Lewis  of  the  United  States. 
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Lewis  set  to  niake 
most  of  Tyson  ban 


Kevin  Mitchell  in  Lake  Tahoe  hears 
Frank  Maloney  talk  a good  fight' for  his  man 


VEN  before  they  pre- 
pared to  lower  the 
noose,  ever  so  gently, 
around  Mike  Tyson’s 
neck  in  Las  Vegas  today,  box- 
ing folk  were  already  contem- 
plating the  business  possibili- 
ties that  his  second  enforced 
sabbatical  from  the  sport 
would  present  for  the  game’s 
big  bitters.  And  that  is  just 
the  promoters. 

The  fighter  best  placed  to 
profit  most  from  the  decision 
—a  likely  $3  million  (£1.8  mil- 
lion) fine  and  a ban  of  at  least 
12  months  — is  Lennox  Lewis, 
according  to  the  Londoner’s 
manager  Frank  Maloney. 

With  Tyson  out  of  the  pic- 
ture for  a year  or  more,  Ma- 
loney says,  Lewis  will  move 
inexorably  towards  a show- 
down next  March  with  i 
Evander  Holyfleld,  the  World 
Boxing  Association  champion 
who  was  running  out  of  ears 
when  Tyson  was  disqualified 
on  June  28. 

Lewis  defends  his  World 
Boxing  Council  title  against 
Henry’  Aldnwande  here  on 
Saturday  night  It  is  a contest 
of  such  underwhelming  im- 
pact that  even  if  one  of  the 
spectacularly  muscled  com- 
batants stood  on  the  other's 
shoulders  [a  total  height  of 
13ft  Tin)  and  walked  naked 
down  the  main  street  singing 
Rule  Britannia,  it  is  unlikely 
that  the  citizens  of  this  quiet 
cross-border  ski  resort  would 
be  roused. 

Bat  for  Maloney,  all  5ft  4in 
of  him,  things  are  always 
looking  up.  His  good  humour 
has  sustained  Lewis  in  sev- 
eral disappointing  periods  of 
a career  remarkable  for  its 
underachievement.  He  says 
Holyfleld  will  almost  cer- 
tainly attempt  to  unify  two 
versions  of  the  title  In  his 


Golf 


next  bout  when  he  fights  the 
International  Boxing  Federa- 
tion  champion  Michael 
Moorer  — and  he  explains 
that  Tyson’s  absence  will  pro- 
vide further  room  for  ma- 
noeuvre because  that  fight- 
er's promoter,  Don  King  win 
be  frozen  out  of  negotiations. 

“King  only  has  a contract 
with  Moorer  if  he  delivers  Ty- 
son, which  he  can’t  now  do,” 
Maloney  said,  struggling 
weakly  to  hide  his  satisfac- 
tion. “Moorer  has  a contract 
with  [the  rival]  Main  Events. 


‘Holyfield  does 
not  have  to  go 
exclusively 
with  King,  as 
people  think’ 


As  does  Holyfield.  And  Holy- 
field  does  not  have  to  go  ex- 
clusively with  K ing,  as  people 
think;  he  has  a two-fight  con- 
tract with  King  but  he  can 
nominate  any  opponent  he 
wants,  and  King  win  only  be  a 
co-promoter  anyway.” 

Simple.  And  you  can  bet 
your  last  craps  chip  that  King 
is  doing  everything  in  his 
power  to  disturb  that  comfort- 
able scenario.  He  has  also,  it 
is  believed,  been  spending  his 
unusually  long  silence  — in 
the  middle  of  a crisis  tailor- 
made  for  his  particular  brand 
of  loudness  — negotiating  the 
best  deal  possible  for  Tyson 
with  the  Nevada  State  Ath- 
letic Commission. 

A source  close  to  King  says 
the  promoter  is  desperately 
trying  to  keep  Tyson's  ban  to 


a minimum.  He  wiQ  have  im- 
pressed upon  the 
that  if  Tyson  disappears  from 
boxing,  so  do  the  enormous 
paydays  In  Las  Vegas.  Satur- 
days -fight  generated  more 

than  Six  (£g o mil- 

lion) in  pay-per-view  revenue, 
as  well  as  an  wrf-rmnfod  ggo 
million  (£48  million)  spent  in 
the  gambling  capital  in  the 
weeks  surrounding  the  bout. 

The  disturbance  in  the 
MGM  Grand  afterwards, 
about  ix  yards  from  the 
sanctioned  contest,  ba«  also 
done  huge  harm  to  the  town's 
reputation.  People  dived  for 
cover  when  they  thought  they 
heard  gunshots,  which  turned 
out  to  be  popping  champagne 
COrks,  and  )n  tha  rwiftiol^n 
that  followed  more  than  40 
people  were  injured,  several 
thousand  dollars’  worth  of 
chips  were  stolen  and  expen- 
sive fhmiture  was  wrecked. 

It  was  near  the  MGM  Grand 
last  year  that  the  rap  singer 
Tupac  Sbakur  was  shot  dead 
after  a Tyson  fight.  Basing, 
the  casinos  and  the  town  can- 
not stand  much  more  of  this, 
especially  as  Las  Vegas  pro- 
motes itself  as  a place  for  fam- 
ily holidays;  seedier  elements 
have  been  cleansed  down- 
town and  the  late-night 
ruckus  outside  the  hotel  room 
is  likely  to  be  a child  railing 
from  a pram  rather  than,  as  of 
old,  a hooker  arguing  with 
her  pimp. 

It  is  a town  of  wild  contra- 
dictions and  mangled  morals. 
No  more  than  a mfip  from 
where  the  commission  will 
hand  down  its  judgment  on 
Tyson,  a casino  with  a heavy 
accent  on  family  entertain- 
ment features  a mock  electric 
chair  as  one  cf  its  most  popu- 
lar attractions:  strap  yourself 
In,  turn  on  the  juice  and 
amaze  your  friends  as  you 
give  your  hair  that  neat  Don 
Sing  coiffure.  It  Is  a chilling 
Illusion,  file  acme  of  bad 
taste.  But  that  is  Las  Vegas. 


Cricket 


Players  fear 
death  by  Biro 


Davki  Davies 
at  Loch  Lomond 


AS  GOLF  grows,  so  does 
concern  for  its  future 
and  even  the  safety  of 
those  who  play  it  With  vast 
crowds,  many  of  them  young 
and  star-struck,  expected  at 
next  week’s  Open  at  Royal 
Troon,  Greg  Norman,  one 
man  many  of  the  teeming 
throng  will  want  to  see,  ad- 
mitted that  once  or  twice  "I 
have  feared  Tor  my  safety”. 

Norman,  in  Scotland  for  the 
Gulfstrcam  World  Invita- 
tional which  starts  today,  was 
not  talking  death  threats, 
more  the  fear  or  being 
crushed  by  an  autograph- 
hunting mob  who  tradition- 
ally have  been  able  to  get 
closer  to  their  objective  than 
! hi  any  other  sport 

With  the  Royal  and  Ancient 
3ltowtng  those  aged  18  and 
under  in  free  at  Troon,  pro- 
vided they  are  with  a "respon- 
sible adult”,  there  may  be  all- 
encorapassing  hordes 
massing  in  those  areas  where 
previously  players  have  heen 
free  to  walk.  It  has  happened 
already  in  the  United  States, 
where  Tiger  Woods  is  accom- 
panied by  a muscle  of  mind- 
ers, up  to  20  marshals. 

Security  blankets  are  being 
thrown  round  all  the  top  play- 
ers, not  only  to  save  them 
from  death  by  Biro  but  to  en- 
able them  physically  to  get 
from,  place  to  place.  It  is  not 
uncommon  to  set*  platoons  of 
stewards,  in  V formation, 
mooring ' purposefully  to  the 
carpark,  with  a Woods  or  a 
Norman  strolling  along  per- 
fectly protected, 

Norman  has  resolved, 
though,  not  to  react  to  crowd 
provocation.  He  feels  that  this 
is  'becoming  an  increasing 


problem  as  tournaments  at- 
tract more  and  more  people, 
not  all  of  them  necessarily 
versed  In  golfing  etiquette. 
"I'm  a confrontational  indi- 
vidual," said,  the  man  who, 
when  called  a “choker”  by  a 
spectator  In  the  US  Open  of 
1986,  went  over  and,  to  the 
man’s  thee,  suggested  a post- 
round meeting  "round  the 
back". 

"You’ve  got  to  learn  to  blot 
it  out,"  he  said  yesterday, 
"don't  show  any  adverse  reac- 
tion.” He  recommended  that 
way  of  proceeding  to  Colin 
Montgomerie,  who  was  heck- 
led at  this  year’s  US  Open, 
and  he  also  suggested  that 
maybe  the  on-course  bars 
could  be  shut  by,  say,  3pm. 

Certainly  there  were 
enough  lager  louts  at  Con- 
gressional this  year,  who 
thought  it  amusing  to  try  to 
provoke  the  Scot,  but  then 
there  were  a few  at  Royal 
Lytham  in  last  year’s  Open 
siding,  lopsldedly,  with  Faldo 
in  his  last-round  battle  with 
Tom  Lehman.  If  for  no  other 
reason  than  that,  it  was  good 
to 'see  the  American  win. 

The  bonny,  bonny  banks  of 
Loch  Lomond  golf  club, 
widely  praised  as  Scotland's 
best  inland  course,  have  at- 
tracted a bonny  bunch  of 
golfers.  In  addition  to  Nor- 
man there  are  the  US  Open 
champion  Ernie  Els,  the  Irish 
champion  Montgomerie, 
Faldo.  Lehman.  Jose  Maria 
Olazabal,  Payne  Stewart,  Ian 
Woosnam.  Jesper  Pamevik, 
Bernhard  Longer  and  Lee 
Westwood.  No  shortage  there 
of  focal  points. 

• The  GuKstream  jet  that 
was  to  have  brought  the  Open 
champion  Tom  Lehman  to 
Loch  Lomond  from  Chicago 
broke  down  and  he  had  to  use 
a commercial  airline  Instead. 


Rugby  League 

Worried  Bears 
hope  Russell 
can  save  them 

Paid  FRzpotrfck 

OLDHAM  HEARS,  who 
are  involved  in  a three- 
way  fight  to  avoid  relega- 
tion from  Super  League, 
have  signed  the  Australian 
loose  forward  Ian  Russell 
from  North  Queensland 
Cowboys. 

It  is  unlikely  that  Russell 
will  be  cleared  In  time  for 
Friday's  crucial  match 
against  Castleford  Tigers  at 
Wbeldon  Road,  hot  he  will 
be  available  for  the  Bears’ 
forthcoming  two  World 
i Club  Championship  games 
and  the  final  six  Super 
League  matches. 

Oldham  have  been  able  to 
sign  the  31-year-old,  who 
spent  the  bulk  of  his  career 
with  Illawarra  bnt  also 
played  briefly  for  Sheffield 
Eagles,  because  Nathan 
Turner,  a 22-year-old  cen- 
tre from  South  Queensland, 
has  gone  home. 

Big  things  had  been  ex- 
pected of  Turner  but  injury 
restricted  Mm  to  a handful 
of  reserve  appearances. 
Now  the  Bears  are  hoping 
that  the  experienced  Rus- 
sell will  help  keep  them  in 
Super  League. 

Until  the  arrival  of  the 
young  Australian  coach 
Stuart  Kaper,  Castleford 
looked  certain  to  be  the 
side  to  go  down  but  two 
wins  and  two  draws  have 
brought  them  level  on 
points  with  Paris.  If  they 
beat  Oldham  on  Friday 
they  will  go  above  Paris 
and  the  Bears. 

The  St  Helens  scrum-half 
and  captain  Bobble  Gould- 
htg  returns  to  the  ailing 
side  against  Halifax  Blue 
Sox  on  Sunday  after  miss- 
ing five  games  while  recov- 
ering from  a hernia 
operation. 


Zabel  bodied...  the  German  takes  the  stage  with  pile-up  and  chasers  behind  pascal  pavani 

Pile-up  forces  Rominger 
out  of  his  last  Tour 


WHm  Fothertngham 
innumetoc 


THE  final  Tour  de  France 
of  Tony  Rommger’s  dis- 
tinguished career  ended 
close  to  the  finish  here  yester- 
day when  the  Swiss,  who  fin- 
ished second  in  1993,  suffered 
a broken  collar-bone  after  a 
pile-up  identical  to  the  one 
that  caused  Bjarne  Riis  to 
lose  a minute  on  Sunday. 

Again  the  crash  happened 
In  the  front  of  the  bunch  on  a 
slight  downhill  and  again 
those  caught  behind  were 
forced  to  take  to  the  grass 
verge  to  get  past  or  wait  in 
frustration  while  the  stack  of 
tangled  bikes  and  bodies  stag- 
gered painfully  to  its  feet 
Rominger  was  left  sitting  in 
the  road,  suddenly  seeming 


tiny  and  fragile  as  he  clutched 
his-  right  shoulder  while  the 
medics  attempted  to  stanch 
the  blood  flowing  from  his 
thigh.  A broken  collar-bone — 
the  commonest  injury  in  a 
crash  of  this  kind  — was  im- 
mediately diagnosed. 

The  36-year  old  Swiss  will 
retire  at  the  end  of  this  season 
after  an  11-year  career  which 
has  included  a hat-trick  of 
victories  in  the  Tour  of  Spain, 
a win  in  the  Tour  of  Italy  and 
several  one-day  Classics.  He 
intended  to  make  one  final  at- 
tempt to  regain  the  one-hour 
distance  record  from  Brit- 
ain's Chris  Boardman  but 
this  must  now  be  in  doubt  To 
rub  salt  into  his  road  rash  Ro- 
minger was  showing  his  best 
Tour  form  for  several  years 
with  a good  fifth  place  In  the 
prologue  time-trial 

As  on  Sunday  the  chute  oc- 
curred within  six  miles  of  the 
finish  which  meant  that  any- 
one caught  up  in  it  would  be 
unable  to  rejoin  what  was  left 
of  the  bunch  as  it  flew  on- 
wards. Switzerland’s  Alex 
Zfllle,  the  runner-up  in  1995, 
was  again  a victim,  losing 
imin  3lsec.  He  had  already 
come  close  to  abandoning  and 
his  morale  will  have  taken 
another  battering.  The  Tour 
of  Italy  winner  Ivan  Gotti 
dropped  more  than  three  min- 
utes and  his  fellow  mountain 
man  Marco  Pantani  lost  1:20. 

The  finish' at  the  top  of  the 
Cadoudal  hill  was  contested 
by  an  elite  group  of  20  and 
won  by  last  year's  points 
prize-winner  Erik  ZabeL  On 
Monday  he  made  his  effort 
too  early  and  was  easily 
beaten  by  the  yellow  Jersey 
wearer  Mario  ClpoHini  but 
yesterday  he  waited  until  50 
metres  from  the  line  before 
overtaking  the  Belgian 
Franck  Vandenbroucke. 

dose  behind  was  Zabel’s 
leader  Riis  and  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  almost  every  rider 


with  any  pretension  to  a high 
placing  overall  AH  were  con- 
scious that  on  a hill-top  finish 
seconds  are  easily  lost  when 
splits  occur  in  the  hunch. 
Boardman  continued  his  fine 
start  to  the  Tour  though  Za- 
hel’s  victory  pushed  him 
down  a place  to  third  overall 
Though  the  day  ended  yet 
again  with  gore-spattered  cy- 
clists straggling  across  the 
line,  four  teams  lost  blood  in 
the  morning  when  the  health 
commission  of  the  Interna- 
tional Cycling  Union,  "the 
vampires",  took  samples  on 
the  Tour  for  the  first  time.  All 
24  men  passed  the  tests,  in- 
tended to  discourage  the  use 
of  the  banned  corpuscle- 
booster  erithropoietin. 

William  Fothermgham 
is  assistant  editor 
Of  Cycling  Weekly 
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Glamorgan 
strut  their 
stuff  as  this 
year’s  models 
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Halfway  through 
the  season  and  there 
is  a lull.  There  is  a 10- 
day  stretch  with  no 
Championship  cricket  (so  nat- 
urally the  son  has  come  out). 
And  who  is  top  of  the  table  at 
half-time?  Glamorgan.  Or,  as 
the  papers  will  doubtless  keep 
reminding  us,  Unfashionable 
Glamorgan. 

Funny  how  some  words 
keep  recurring  on  the  sports 
pages  of  British  newspapers, 
even  if  they  are  never  used 
anywhere  else  in  the  world. 
Sports  journalists  keep  writ- 
ing the  word  “lacklustre”, 
though  they  would  never  use 
it  in  conversation.  As  my 
friend  Pat  Collins  has  pointed 
out,  no  one  gets  up  in  the 
morning  and  says,  Tm  feel- 
ing a bit  lacklustre  today.” 

Likewise,  ‘’minnows". 
Writers  who  wouldn't  know  a 
minnow  from  Moby  Dick  are 
congenitally  prone  to  de- 
scribe any  sporting  team 
which  is  not  actually  Man- 
chester United  as  “a  min- 
now”. Indeed.  I have  recently 
seen  the  phrase  “minnows 
Glamorgan”  in  a paper  that 
ought  to  know  better. 

For  some  reason  county 
dubs  are  constantly  described 
In  terms  of  fashion.  This  is 
very  strange.  For  instance. 
Surrey  are  generally  consid- 
ered a fashionable  county, 
though  the  tweed  jackets  and 
soup-stained  ties  of  most  of  the 
inhabitants  at  The  Oval  Tying 
Room  have  not  been  a la  mode 
this  side  of  the  war.  These  are 
chaps  who  see  Geoff  Boycott’s 
panama  as  an  icon.  I 

The  other  counties  who  | 
host  Test  matches  are  usually 
called  fashionable,  with  the 
possible  exception  of  Notting- 
hamshire. Kent  are  definitely 
fashionable.  Essex  at  a pinch. 
Maybe  even  Hampshire,  since 
fashionable  is  not  necessarily 
the  same  as  being  any  good. 
Worcestershire  perhaps, 
since  people  get  sloppily  sen- 
timental about  the  ground. 

Emphatically  not  fashion- 
able: Derbyshire,  Leicester- 
shire. Northamptonshire  and 
Glamorgan. 

The  difference  between  this 
fashion  and  any  other  is  that 
it  never  changes.  The  same 
teams  are  always  in.  and  the 
same  ones  are  always  out 
regardless  of  relative  merits 
or  the  passage  of  time.  Surrey 
went  14  years  without  a tro- 
phy and  Kent  17  years.  No  one 
suggested  they  had  gone  out 
of  style.  It  bears  no  relation  to 
non-cricketing  fashion. 


either.  In  the  real'  world, 
Gloucestershire  is  the  chicest 
and  Jilly  Coopercsque  Dr 
counties.  But  not  in  cricket. 

This  can  have  more  serious 
consequences  than  might  be 
expected.  Many  players  have 
moved  because  they  think 
they  have  more  chance  of 
being  noticed  by  selectors  If 
they  go  somewhere  on  the  A 
list  And  sometimes  they  have 
been  proved  right 

A few  years  back  one  selec- 
tor responded  to  allegations 
that  no  one  ever  went  to  Bris- 
tol by  turning  up,  giving  in- 
terviews and  making  a big 
show  of  watching  the  game. 
An  hour  later  he  quietly 
slipped  away  and  spent  the 
rest  of  the  day  at  a business 
meeting.  Now  that  David  Gra 
veney  Ls  chairman  of  selec- 
tors. Gloucestershire  may  not 
suffer  that  sort  of  treatment, 
and  everyone  ought  to  receive 
more  sensitive  consideration. 

But  a more  serious  danger 
remains.  Much  of  this  fashion 
talk  is  code  for  what  people 
think  ought  to  happen  when 
county  cricket  is  broken  into 
two  divisions.  Are  those  anx- 
ious to  introduce  this  scheme 
preparing  the  way  for  Lanca- 
shire to  go  into  Division  Two. 
although  they  have  spent  25 
of  the  past  36  years  in  the  bot- 
tom half?  I think  not. 

So  what  about  Glamorgan? 
Since  the  county  are  really  a 
national  team,  it  covers  a far 
bigger  area  than  any  of  the 
others,  even  Yorkshire.  They 
have  a home  fixture  at  C-ol- 
wyn  Bay.  about  four  hours* 
drive  from  their  headquar- 
ters. Some  minnow’.  They 
have  more  members  than  any 
other  county  except  Warwick- 
shire and  Lancashire.  And 
their  committee  is  so  large  it 
is  rumoured  to  hire  St 
David's  Hall  for  the  meetings. 


GLAMORGAN'S  suc- 
cess has  come  in  part 
because  they  outbid 
Surrey  for  the  ser- 
vices of  Waqar  Younls.  He  has 
merely  provided  the  finishing 
touch  to  a team  of  genuine, 
and  mostly  Welsh,  talent  Now 
that  Steve  Watkin  is  relieved 
of  the  responsibility  of  damn- 
near  taking  the  new  ball  at 
both  aids.  Glamorgan  have 
the  opportunity  to  thrive,  and 
are  taking  it  gloriously. 

Meantime,  the  Benson  and 
Hedges  final  on  Saturday  is 
between  Surrey  and  Kent. 
There's  a game  for  your  dedi- 
cated follower  of  fashion.  As  a 
Northamptonshire  man,  1 was 
a touch  disappointed  my  team 
lost  in  the  semi-final,  but  I 
wish  the  finalists  no  ill-will. 
Our  annual  trip  to  Lord’s  was 
getting  too  regular  to  be  a 
treat  any  more.  It  is  espe- 
cially nice  to  see  poor  little 
Surrey  in  the  final,  for  the 
first  time  in  16  years.  Fash- 
ionable, indeed!  Can  we  find  a 
new  cliche,  please? 


Surrey  banking  on  Ben  Hoilioake 
for  further  growth  in  the  NatWest 

SURREY  expect  much  ] their  improved  form 
from  Ben  Hoilioake,  who  against  Sussex  at  Hove. 


Ofrom  Ben  Hoilioake,  who 
has  shaken  off  a sprained 
ankle  in  time  for  today’s 
NatWest  Trophy  second- 
round  tie  against  Notting- 
hamshire at  The  OvaL 
Surrey's  cricket  manager 
Dave  Gilbert  said  Hoilioake 
“has  not  been  performing  to 
his  ability  with  the  ball  so 
far  this  summer.  I will  be 
looking  for  him  to  repro- 
duce the  sort  of  bowling  we 
saw  at  the  end  of  last  sum- 
mer when  be  first  came  Into 
our  side  in  Sunday  cricket” 
Nottinghamshire,  still 
smarting  from  their  recent 
Championship  defeat 
against  Surrey  — when  Ian 
Salisbury  took  six  for  19  — 
have  their  captain  Paul 
Johnson  back  from  injury. 

Neil  Fairbrotber  is  Lanca- 
shire's major  injury  doubt 
as  they  attempt  to  maintain 


their  improved  form 
against  Sussex  at  Hove. 

Fairbrotber  faces  a late 
fitness  test  on  a thigh 
strain  and  Lancashire  are 
also  monitoring  Ian  Austin 
(shoulder),  Peter  Martin 
(back)  and  their  captain 
Mike  Watkinson  (arm). 
They  have  already  lost  Wa- 
sim  Akram  with  a shoulder 
injury',  probably  for  the 
rest  of  the  season. 

Somerset's  coach  Dermot 
Reeve  takes  his  team  to 
Warwickshire  who,  mostly 
under  his  captaincy,  have 
ended  Somerset’s  NatWest 
hopes  four  times  in  the  past 
six  years. 

Mnshtaq  Ahmed.  Somer- 
set's leg-spinner,  plays  de- 
spite a bruised  left  knee 
and.  for  Warwickshire, 
Andy  Moles  deputises  for 
Nick  Knight  who  has  a bro- 
ken finger. 
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England  look  to  Headingley 


team 
given 
early 
(as  you 


were 


MikeSelveyon 

the  selectors’  vote 
of  confidence  for 
Atherton’s  men 


THE  England  selectors 
have  sene  out  a message 
or  confidence  to  Mike 
Atherton’s  beaten  side  by  an- 
nouncing the  squad  for  the 
fourth  Test  at  Headingley  al- 
most two  weeks  ahead  of 
schedule. 

The  match  In  Leeds  does 
not  start  until  July  24  but. 
rather  than  let  players  stew 
for  an  extra  weds,  the  chair- 
man of  selectors  David  Grave- 
ney  has  notified  all  of  the 
team  beaten  by  268  rum  at 
Old  Trafford,  plus  the  Middle- 
sex spinner  Phil  Tuflaell,  that 1 
they  will  constitute  the  12 
players  from  whom  the  next 
side  will  be  chosen. 

However,  Devon  Malcolm,  I 
Adam  and  Ben  Hollioake,  the 
young  Essex  pace  bowler  Ash- 
ley Cowan  and  Gloucester- 
shire's left-arm  swing  bowler  I 
Mike  Smith  will  be  invited  to 
attend  a two-day  get-together 
with  the  squad. 

Effectively  this  means  de- 1 
motion  for  Malcolm  and 
Smith,  who  were  included  in 
a 14-man  squad  before  the  Old 
Trafford  match-  But  with  the 
Headingley  match  more  than 
a fortnight  away,  the  likely 
conditions  not  yet  apparent 
and  the  threat  of  injuries 
ever-present  nobody  is  being 
ruled  out  absolutely. 

All  IT  players  will  gather  at 
a Yorkshire  hotel  on  the  eve- 
ning of  Sunday  week  for  “mo- 
tivational seminars  and  team- 
building exercises”  to  be  run 
by  Insights.  Will  Carling’s 


Atletico 


pay  Boro 
£1 2m  for 


P 
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Juninho  }A 


John  Ward!* 


Will 


Toppled  after  a ton . . . Brendon  Julian . who  was  expecting  to  play  a second  season  with  Surrey  until  he  was  named  In  the  Ashes  squad,  made  the  most 
of  a rare  outing  for  the  Australians  yesterday  when  he  scored  106,  hitting  eight  sixes  and  nine  fours,  against  Minor  Counties  at  Jesmond  before  being 
bowled  by  Simon  Oakes.  The  tourists  won  by  nine  runs,  scoring  290  for  seven  and  restricting  the  Minors  to  281  for  nine  photograph;  iAn  duncan 


company.  The  company  was 
employed  in  a similar  capacity 
at  Heythrop  Hall.  Oxfordshire, 
before  the  season. 

The  early  announcement  of 
the  squad  had  been  hinted  at 
by  Atherton  in  his  post-match 
press  conference  at  Old  Traf- 
ford. Graveney  said  yester- 
day; “I  spoke  with  my  fellow 
selectors  Graham  Gooch  and 
Mike  Gatting  during  the  last 
couple  of  days  of  the  Man- 
chester match  and  we  were  in 
agreement  about  the  12  we 
need  at  Headingley-  I had  a 


word  with  Mike  Atherton  and 
David  Lloyd  and  then  spoke 
to  all  the  players.” 

Despite  England's  heavy  de- 
feat the  series  is  level  at  1-1, 
and  a demonstration  of  faith 
in  players  who  are  still  on 
equal  terms  with  Australia  Is 
not  unexpected-  Whether  the 
side  could  be  improved  is  an- 
other matter. 

The  batting  was  always  go- 
ing to  stay  the  same  once 
Mark  Butcher,  having  scored 
runs  at  Lord’s,  did  so  again  at 
Old  Trafford  and  John  Craw- 


ley finally  got  going  in  the 
second  , innings.  But  drawing 
on  confidence  should  not  be 
allowed  to  give  way  to  com- 
placency; Atherton,  for  exam- 
ple, wJH  be  aware  that  his 
First-innings  scores  Of  two, 
one  and  five  are  unsatisfac- 
tory, as  are  those  of  Crawley 
(one,  one  and  four)  and  Alec 
Stewart  (18,  one  and  30). 

As  for  the  bowlers,  the 
omission  of  Malcolm  from  im- 
mediate thinking  is  no  sur- 
prise, given  his  appalling  re- 
cord at  Headingley.  The  pitch 


there  was  relaid  a few  years 
ago  and  no  longer  possesses 
the  erratic  nature  that  pro- 
duced such  interesting  con- 
tests. But  the  ground  still  has 
its  own  micro-climate  and, 
when  the  clnuds  roll  over,  foe 
ball  will  jag  around.  In  such 
circumstances  bowlers  who 
can  control  what  they  are 
doing  are  at  a premium. 

Neil  Mallender  and  Steve 
Watitin  have  been  success- 
fully selected  as  horses  for 
this  particular  course  in  the 
past  and  there  was  a case  for 


doing  so  again,  with  perhaps 
Walkin  or  Angus  Fraser. 

Of  foe  current  howlers,  the 
one  at  risk  would  seem  to  he 
Andrew  Caddick,  who  has 
taken  wickets  in  the  series 
without  being  entirely  con- 
vincing. When  foe  going  gets 
tough  his  motor  all  too 
quickly  coughs  and  splutters. 
He  ought  to  be  a major  player 
In  the  side,  and  someone 
should  ask  him  exactly  how 
much  he  wants  to  he  one. 


MatMMw  Engal,  pane  1 5 


Middlesbrough 
last  night  sold  the 
Brazilian  Juninho 
to  AtleUco  Madrid 
for  £12  million  after  negotiat- 
ing an  astonishing  “buy 
back"  clause.  Their  chief  ex- 
ecutive Keith  Lamb  revealed 
that  Juninho  may  return  to 
foe  North-east  dub  if  his 
Spanish  adventure  turns 
sour. 

Lamh  said;  "We  have  first 
option  to  buy  back  Juninho 
during  the  period  of  his  con- 
tract. That  option  is  not  there 
for  show,  ft’s  there  because 
we  have  a genuine  Interest;  If 
he  wants  to  leave  Spain,  we 
can  have  him  back  here  at 
Middlesbrough. 

"This  is  a good  deal  for 
Middlesbrough,  hut  we  would 
rather  have  kept  him  because 
he's  a great  ambassador  for 
footbalL” 

The  deal  was  agreed  after 
five  hours  of  talks  yesterday, 
juninho  was  mobbed  by  2H 
fans  as  he  left  foe  Riverside 
Stadium,  a contrast  to  the 
scenes  that  heralded  his 
arrival  nearly  two  years  ago. 
Then  thousands  of  Middles- 
brough fans  and  a Samba 
band  greeted  the  forward  who 
was  expected  to  help  make 
the  club  a force  in  the 
Premiership. 

Juninho  has  nevertheless 
left  in  the  knowledge  that  he 
will  remain  a cult  figure  with, 
i the  Teesside  supporters  be- 
cause of  his  commitment  to 
the  dub  on  and  off  the  field. 

Atletico  Madrid  will  triple 
his  wages.  His  contract  in 
Spain  guarantees  him  a stag- 
gering £10  million  over  the 
next  five  seasons. 

But  foe  transfer  went  ahead 
only  after  Middlesbrough 
finally  agreed  last  night  to 
sell  foe  player  for  £5  million 
less  than  their  original  asking 


price.  Juninho  had  to  endure 
an  anxious  wait  at  his  home 
in  the.  village  of  Ingleby  Bar- 
wick  while  the  details  of  the 
fee  were  thrashed  out. 

Apart  from  an  increase  in 
wages,  Juninho  hopes  the 
mow  will  improve  his  Chances 
of  returning  to  the  Brazil 
team.  Spanish  League  games 
are  shown  on  television  in 
Brazil;  First  Division  football 
with  Middlesbrough  would 
hardly  help  him  back  into  the 
world  champions’  squad. 

Atletico,  the  Spanish  cham- 
pions in  1996,  are  in  Europe, 


‘If  Juninho 
wants  to  leave 
Spain  we  can 
havehim 
back  here  at 
Middlesbrough’ 


moreover.  Having  finished 
fifth  in  foe  league  last  season. 
Raddy  Antic’s  side  have  qual- 
ified for  next  season's  Defa 
Cup. 

Juninho  said  last  night: 
'Tm  very  sad  to  be  leaving 
Middlesbrough  and  will  sup- 
port them  wherever  I go.  I 
-would  love  to  play  In  England 
again  one  day.  The  support- 
ers’ farewell  doesn’t  surprise 
me;  I have  some  very  good 
emotions  about  my  time  here. 
I leave  a lot  of  friends  and  I 
hope  Boro  get  back  into  foe 
Premier  League." 

Middlesbrough  will  play 
two  games  against  Atletico  as 
part  of  foe  deal.  And  Juninho 
plans  to  be  at  the  Riverside 
Stadium  for  their  opening 
First  Division  game  against 
Charlton  to  say  a formal  fare- 
well to  supporters. 


Jim  White 


Boardman’s 
Tour snack 
makes  rivals 
crumble 


HOT  NEWS  from  the 
world  of  sponsorship. 
The  boardrooms  of 
Nike,  Adidas  and  Coca-Cola 
will  be  buzzing  with  alarm  at 
the  arrival  of  another  corpo- 
rate player  on  the  scene.  Even 
os  you  read  this,  men  in 
starched  white  shirts  will  be 
sitting  around  computers  in 
Soho  offices,  poring  over  flow 
charts  and  worrying  about 
their  market-penetration 
projections. 

An  advertisement  in  Mon- 
day's papers  broke  the  story. 
“Chris  Boardman."  it  read. 
“Carbon -fibre  monocoque, 
wind-tunnel  aerodynamics. 


remote  heart-rate  monitoring. 
And,  of  course,  Jacob’s  Fig 
Rolls." 

Jacob’s  Fig  Rolls  sponsor- 
ing Boardman:  this  explains 
everything.  It  wasn’t  the  new 
praying-mantis  riding  posi- 
tion that  the  former  Olympic 
champion  adopted  which  won 
the  preliminary  time-trial 
stage  of  foe  Tour  de  France  on 
Saturday . It  wasn't  those 
state-of-the-art  wheels  on  his  ; 
bike  that  looked  as  if  his  engi- . 
neers  had  just  happened  upon' 
a job  lot  of  satellite  dishes.  It  ' 
wasn’t  even  his  carbon-fibre  - 
monocoque.  It  was  foe  fact  J 

that  he'd  eaten  an  entire  [ 
packet  of  fig  rolls  before  foe  : 
off  and  therefore  had  a press-  ■ 
Ing  imperative  to  reach  the 
facilities  at  the  finish  line  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

As  it  happens,  foe  fig  roll  is 
not  the  first  tuck-shop  stal- 
wart to  reposition  itself  as 
essential  intake  for  the  sports- 
man. Nutrition-aware  rugby 
players  have  long  since  es- 
chewed a half-time  orange  in 
favour  of  a Jaffa  Cake.  And 
Bob  Woolmer.  coach  of  the 
South  Africa  cricket  team, 
makes  his  lads  fuel  up  on  Jelly 
babies  during  a big  game  (low 
fat,  high  carbohydrate,  quick 
replenishment  of  lost  body 
sugar  apparently).  Yet  the  bis- 
cuit that  now  describes  itself 
as  “Chris  Bosrdman's  favour- 
ite energy  snack”  seems  some- 
how an  appropriate  sponsor 


for  Britain's  top  cyclist. 

Boardman  may  be  a rider 
keen  to  emhrace  develop- 
ments in  technology.  Indeed, 
he  looked  substantially  less  of 
a challenger  for  foe  yellow  jer- 
sey foe  moment  he  was 
obliged  to  put  aside  the  con- 
traption he  had  ridden  in  the 
time-trial  — a vehicle  which 
appeared  to  be  the  bastard  off- 
spring of  foe  Mars  Rover  and 
a prop  from  the  film  Mad  Max 
n — and  climb  aboard  a bi- 
cycle. Nevertheless  there  is 
something  endearingly 
gawky  and  schoolbaylsh 
about  him:  an  innocent 
abroad  in  the  cynical.  Conti- 
nental world  of  foe  Tour  with 
the  pack  of  biccies  his  mum 
popped  in  his  panniers. 


AND  what  a world  it  is 
over  there.  You  only 
have  to  tune  in  to  the 
television  reports  for  a hint  of 
how  unpleasant  the  Tour 
must  be. 

“The  race  is  suddenly  blow- 
ing apart  at  the  seams.” 
gulped  the  excited  commenta- 
tor during  Eurosporfs  live 
coverage  yesterday. 

“He’s  been  sucked  in  by  the 
chasing  pack  and  spat  out  at 
the  back,”  added  Stephen 
Roche,  foe  expert  sum  ma- 
riser,  of  some  unlucky  com- 
petitor who  was  so  far  behind 
that  he  had  been  caught  up 
even  by  a Fiat  laden  down  by 
25  bikes  on  its  roof-rack. 


But  the  worst  was  yet  to 
come.  When,  during  a 
bunched  sprint  midway 
through  the  stage,  one  cyclist 
started  gesticulating  in  an 
angry.  Italian  fashion,  a sU> 
mo  replay  was  called  for. 

"You  can  see  whafs  going  ■ 
on  here,"  said  Roche.  "He  was 
clearly  pulled  back  by  the 
shorts  by  somebody.”  No  won- 
der, in  that  montage  which 
concludes  Channel  4’s  daily 
, coverage,  that  riders  end  up 
punching  one  another. 

But  Boardman,  with  his  big 
ears  and  avuncular  gait, 
seems  to  rise  above  foe  she- 
nanigans. You  cannot  imagine 
I him,  for  Instance,  squeezing 
on  a pair  of  boastful  yellow 
shorts  to  go  with  the  yellow 
jersey  in  the  manner  of  Mario 
Cipollini. 

Undemonstrative,  deter- 
mined, modest,  Boardman  em- 
bodies many  old-fashioned 
virtues  of  British  sporting 
heroes.  He  Is  conscious  of 
raising  false  expectations.  His 
ambition  is  no  more  than  to 
finish  the  Tour,  preferably  in 
the  top  10.  This  would  be  a 
substantial  result  and  to 
achieve  it  he  needs  to  stay  out 
of  trouble  this  week  and  pre- 
serve energy  for  the  crippling 
mountain  climbs  for  which  he 
is  not  physically  adapted. 
That,  and  hope  that  he  does 
not  sample  positive  in  foe 
drugs  test  for  excess  fig-roll 
consumption. 


Guardian  Crossword  No  21,011 


Set  by  Pasquale 


21  Virtuous,  Elizabeth  I? 
Callous  In  part  (7) 

22  Very  fast  northern  town  on 
the  Ribble  (7) 

24  Discovery  of  no  use — 
sanity  must  return  in  the 
marketplace  (5,4) 

29  Fib  going  round  in  the 
morning  — sent  roundln 
computerised  letter  (1  -4) 

26  Row  makes  cat  lose  heart  (4) 

27  Circus  master  introducing 
funny  man  with  modem 
means  of  identification  (5.4) 
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Across 


1  Army  ceremonial  with 
spring  at  teasta  few  daws 
old?  (5,4) 

6 Not  near  a country  building, 
maiden's  got  tost  (4) 

10  Ifs  nonsense,  solcflers 
getting  a revolver  (5) 

11  Prudish  article  that's  laid 
into  left-wing  lecture  (9) 


12  Banshee  could  make 
someone  no  longer 
effective  (3-4) 

13  Block  due  for  demolition 
after  officer  starts  to 
condemn  lavatories  (7) 

14  Crazy  English  book,  one 
certain  to  be  absolutely 
right  for  customer  (4,2,7) 

17  Railway  official  can  be 
rattiest  man,  so  nasty  (7,6) 


1 Element  in  speech  from  MP, 
hero  stirring  your  setter  (S) 

2 Richard  Austen  put  up  a tax 
years  ago  (5) 

3 Rare  schemer  but 
exceptional  philosopher  of 
the  Left  (7.7) 

4 A close  friend  married 
Ernie?  (7) 

5 A garment  that’s  been  taken 

up  padded  with  very  good 

starchy  stuff  (7) 

7 It  sounds  like  the  apartment 
you  tot  someone  use  is 
windy  (9) 

8 Something  sticking  out  of 
boat  gives  fish  hesitation  (6) 

9 Image  construed  wrongly  as 
something  that’s  offputOng 
(14) 

15  Fire  comes  from  cigar — 
shed  exploding  (9) 


16  How  Chancellor  Bismarck 
would  be  in  his  element?  (8) 

18  One  taking  double  left  to  the 
head  may  get  disorder  (7) 

1 9 On  mined  hat  after  knocking 
over  of  hot  vessel  (7) 

20  The  man  jolly,  with  it?  A 
loner  actually  (6) 

23  Top  band  in  the  palace?  (5) 


Solution  tomorrow 


Stuck?  Then  caB  our  solutions  line 
on  oaai  338  JEW.  Cafe  cost  50p 

per  mtnute  at  an  tonos-  Service  sn> 
pPed-by  ATS 
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SWITCH  TO  VODAFONE 
AND  WATCH  YOUR  AIR  MILES  TAKE  DFF. 


Vodafone  is  the  only  mobile  phone  network  to  offer  its  customers  the  opportunity  of  earning  AIR  MILES  awards. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  l*<  'DMOSl  M.)  V:\STACL  programme  and  how  to  benefit  from  AIR  MILES  awards,  call  our  free-  helpline  on  0321  321  321, 

or  if  you  are  a J ready  on  the  Vodafone  network  dial  3213  free  from  your  mobile  phono. 
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CALL  FREE  ON 

0321  321  321 

or  dial  32 13  free  from  your  Vodafone 
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